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5. 


musing under 
the Prome” ? 


F . weeping ue tree, 

| on khis spot you stay, 
ule many there * passed t 
Which now are N «yt away. 

Yet here you still r. an - 
Methinks to weep and mourn, 
For those that are departed hence, 

And never can ret .m. 


4 


bo E 


- 


Sweet weeping wille 
As here I do you 15 
A pleasing melanchdly fils 
NM y Fontemplative: win, 


x; 
* 


4 


Those slender branches fair, 
Their heads all drooping down, 
A mournful lessoh te mankind 
In high or low renown. 


9 . „ - 
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Not so with mortal men, bY | 
That on this earth reside, 

As those who uppermost do stand 
Are oftimes Puffed wt pride. 


* 
* 


8 4 * 
7 
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And pride, pray what art thou! 
Forerunner of a fall; 

The dainty worm will foed © on thee, 
The common lot of all. 


£ 


D 


Sweet weeping willow tree, 
My patron thou shalt be; 5 
ITI bend my mind toward the grave 

And to eternity. 
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My patron thou shalt be; 5 
ITI bend my mind toward the grave 

And to eternity. 


$0 amo, Song. 


EI FN > FREACHED AT 


St. DUNSTAN's CHURCH, in the WEST, 
7-0 VN D O N, 


N 
* . 
% * 


e RER or THE SAID CHURCH Is 
A NEW EDITION, 
8 _ © > REVISED BY THE AUTHOR, | 


= - F. 4, webs, 
= 
3 


we HAVE KNOWN AND BELIEVED THE LOVE THAT GOD HATH _ e 
10 US. 805 18 LOVE; AND HE THAT DWELLETH IN LOVE + 
 DWBLLETH: IN GOD, AND GO IN HO Fobn 1 IV. 16. = ll 


EE -- Parey BY T. CHAPMAN: 25 5 1 A 


SOLD BY Hs. 'TRAPP, AND G. TERRY), PATERNOSTER-ROWs | 


h „ AND bo FAIDDENS FLEET-STREET> | „ --- 2 


M DCC XC. 


pPARISHION KS 


one who muſt give an account; and in what 


neſs, There is a great and awful day at 


received from you. My gratitude cannot 
better appear, than in labouring to the beſt 
of my power in that ſtation to which you 


* ©” 6s 
; . 
* . 
— e 1 
: | bk 
J * 


O F 


* 


Sr. DUNSTAN's 10 THE WEST. 


1M ſy dear Brethren 


TAKE this opportunity of acknowledging | | 1 
the many and great favours which I have | 


have called me. Ever ſince you were pleaſed > | 8 
unanimouſly to chooſe me your Lecturer, I | 
have endeavoured to diſcharge my duty as 


manner I diſcharge it, let theſe Sermons,  _ "4 4 
which I now dedicate unto you, bear wit: 


-, a : * 
"PER * . 
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i DEDICATION 


hand, in which the righteous ſcarcely ſhall 
be ſaved, and were then fhall the wicked 
and v:odly appear? On this day, at the bar 
of the almighty Judge, I muſt ſtand to give an 
account of my miniſtry among you: knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord, I have not 
ſhunned to declare unto you the whole coun- 
ſel of God. He knoweth my heart, and he 
has ſeen how honeſtly I have preached the 
word, and how earneſt I have been with 
him in prayer for a bleſſing upon it. Oh 
that I may deliver my own. ſoul! and God 
grant you may deliver your's. You have 
heard me for ſome years, and 'chiefly'upon 
the ſame ſubject. I hope you are not tired 
of hearing of the love of Jeſus to poor 
helpleſs ſinners; I am ſure I am not tired of 
ſpeaking upon it. The firſt Sermon I preach- 
ed among you was upon this text, 1 Cor. 11. 
1, 2.“ And I, brethren, when 1 came to 
e you, came not with excellency of ſpeech, 
& or of wiſdom, declaring unto you the 
e teſtimony of God: for I determined not 
to know any thing among you, ſave Jeſus 
* Chriſt, and him crucified,” What I then 

43 . determined 


* 


DEDICATION 
determined in God's ſtrength, I have thus 
far been enabled -to perform. The great 
ſubject of all my preaching, as ye know, is 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, inviting and calling 
careleſs ſinners from the error of their ways, 
and preſſing them to come to Chriſt for the 
pardon of their ſins, for ſtrength to ſubdue 
ſin, and for grace to do good works pleaſant 
and acceptable unto God. This pardon, 
ſtrength and grace are not to be had but 
from Chriſt. He alone has them to give; 
and that you might ſee the neceſſity of 
applying to him for chem, I have been 
continually ſetting forth the miſery of fallen 
man, until he receives Chrift Jeſus the Lord 
for his Saviour and his God, and the com- 
plete happineſs he enjoys after he has re- 
ceived him. With what ſucceſs *I have 
preached you miuſt give an account at the 
ſame awful bar, at which I am to be tried, 
and before a Judge who is no reſpecter of » 
| perſons. Oh! that I may not appear againſt 
any of you in that great day. I have good rea- 
ſon to believe that many of you will then be, 
I 2 God you may all then be, my joy, auc 
. EO. F crown 


bree 
crown of rej oicing. Happy will it be for | 
you and me, if I ſhould ſee the Judge place 
you all on his right hand; and whether 
you was brought to this bleſſedneſs by my 
miniſtry or not, if you do but enjoy it, 
T ſhall have cauſe to ONE > God on your 
behalf. 


My brethren, the time is ſhort. Work 
while it is day: for the night cometh, 
which no man can work. It is but a ſhort 
day, in which you have to finiſh the work 
of eternity; therefore give all diligence to 
make your calling and election ſure. Get 
poſſeſſion and enjoyment of the preſent gra- 
ces of ſalvation, without which you cannot 
have any well-grounded hopes of eternal 
ſalvation. Jeſus muſt ſave you from the 
guilt, and ſave you from the dominion of 
ſin; he muſt juſtify you by his righteouſneſs, 
and ſanctify you by his ſpirit, before you 
can ſee the face of God with joy in his 
kingdom of glory. And have you then 
received theſe graces from him? This, my 
beloved brethren, is the moſt intereſting 
queſtion. | 
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gqueſtion you can put to yourſelves: upon 
the deciſion of it depends an eternity of 
happineſs or miſery. Have you received 
theſe graces, or not ? May he, that teacheth 
man wiſdom, teach you to anſwer it to 
yourſelves as you will anſwer it to him. 
May he lead you into all truth—ſavs you 
from all ſin—enable you to live to his 
glory, and make you happy in his love 
here, in time, and in eternitʒ. 


God knoweth, that this is tlie prayer of 
my heart. When that ſolemn day ſhall 
come, in which all ſecrets ſhall be laid 
open, then it will be known with what 
view I have written this Dedication. God 
grant my deſign in it may be anſwered, 
and may it then appear that you have reaped 
the profit from it which I moſt heartily - 
deſired. Having taken this occaſion of 
thanking you for all teniporal favours, my 
love to your ſouls would not let me loſe an 
opportunity of ſpeaking a word for Chriſt, 
although it was out of the pulpit. He 
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riches in his power; and to perſuade you to 
= | fect them has been and thall be the labour, 
and to intreat him to beſt.w them upon 


E you, ſhall be the prayer, . 


Your faithful Miniſter and 


| Rrapun, 


Here offer thee a T, olume of Sermons upon 
4 fume parts of the Song of Songs. They 


were compoſed and preached at a time, when 
bad ſome thoughts of treating the whole book 
in a plain practical way; but that deſign being 
laid aſide, I have made ſome of the Sermons 
public, hoping they may be the means of re- 
moving men's prejudices, and of reconciling their 


inde. to this facet portion of God's holy word. 


t is a certain, but a JS” matter af 
fat, that there has been more ridicule waſted 
upon the Song, than upon any other portion of 
God's word. And we' need not marvel at it. 


book; he hates the ſubjec', and he hates. the 
compoſition. He cannot bear to hear of man 


with God which himſelf” once had, hut can 
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The devil has a particular ſpite againſt this 


being reſtored to that fellowfhip and communion 


never hope for again: and therefore this frea- - 
tiſe upon it ts the MO of his moſt. aeviliſh = 


malice, 4 
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malice, and he is always ſtirring uß his agents 
to write and to ſpeak contemptibly of it. And 
he has been too ſucceſsful in his temptation, 
Many perſons fell into it, becauſe it flattered 
their pride. They fet up themſelo ves for judges 
of all ſubjefs, divine as well as human, and 
made their reaſon the criterion of all truth; 
They tried this book by their- reaſon, and they 
did not underſtand it, therefore they thought 
nobody did. Upon the force of this concluſion 
they took a general licence to ridicule it; but 
the concluſion is not logical: for certainly the 
book may be intelligible, although they do not 
underſtand it. Modeſt reaſon would incline 
them to be of this opinion, becauſe many learned 
men in every age have thought it intelligible, 
and many good men, without much learning, 
have underſtood it. The true cauſe of which 
was this: They underſtood the Subjett treated 
of in this book, which the enemies of it did not. 
A deaf man is as good a judge of a fine piece 
of muſic, as a man, who has no real heart-love 
= for God, is of a treatiſe upon the love of God. 
1 | for as he has no knowledge of the ſubjet, how 
_ = can he underſtand what is written upon it? 
Fa man, wgnorant of mathematics, was to take 
12 Sin Iſaac Newton's Principia, and to cry 
_ out, What A F is this? Who can make any 
= _ 
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thing of theſe range lines and figures, and 
theſe A's and B's? a great mathematician 
 flanding by ewould pity the poor mans igno- 
rance. In like manner, when any perſon tabes 
up a book upon communion with God, and ei- 
| ther does not believe there is ſuch a thing, or 
has had no experience of it, how can he under- 
ſtand what is written? It muſt appear to him 
mere jargon and gibberiſh; and if he has a 
talent at ridicule, here is a tempting occaſion 
for him to diſplay it. Whereas the fault ir 
not in the book, but in the man who reads it. 
It may be a perfect compoſition, and he may 
be no judge of it. The book is plain enough 
lo them who are properly qualified to read it. 
, you underſtand the true genius of the tongue 
in which it is written, and have ſome inſight 
into the ſubjef of which it treats, it will then 
be as intelligible as any other portion of Scrip- 
ture; but the enemies of this book underſtand 
neither of theſe particulars. They are not 
qualified to judge, and "on ney venture 10 
anden 11 or | 


Firſt, The are not acquainted with the 
nature of the Hebrew tongue, willſhut which 
no man ſhould pretend to be a critic upon the 
writings of the Old Tae. I any perſon 

Should 


RE FAE. 


ſhould write profefſedly againſt Homer, and 


try to prove there was .no genius, invention, 


or ” fublimity in his poems, with what contempt 
zwould the learned treat his performance, ef= 
pecially if they knew that this ignoramus did 


not underfiand one wort! of Greek, no noi 
one letter. If ſuch an attack upon Homer 
appear ridiculous to men of learning, how 
much more ridiculous ſhould an attack of” the 
fame nature appear upon a treatiſe in Hebrew: 
becauſe the Hebrew is more difficult to be 


tranſlated word for word, than any Greek 
author can be. It has ſome peculiar proper- 
ties and idioms, which no other language has, 
with which every critic ſhould be acquainted, 


left he ſhould raiſe objections that would only 


betray his own ignorance. The Hebrew ts a 


fixt language. It is not like ours, arbitrary 
and changeable. We_ are continually gaining 
Jome new word, or dropping ſome obſolete one, 
or affining ſome new idea to a word, which 


we have done remarkably in the word charity, 
When our liturgy was compiled, and afterwards 
when the preſent. tranſlation of the Bible was 
made, charity ſign! fied love; but now we uſe it 
for nothing but giving of alk If you were 
to uſe it in its ancient ſenſe, and to talk of the 
charity f God, you would not be under}tood. 


PREFACE. xl 
But the Hebrew is free from theſe imperfees 


tions. It is fixt in nature, and cannot change 
unleſs nature ſhould. Every word flands for 
Jome material and ſenſible object, which God 


created to repreſent and to give us ideas of 


fome correſpondent and ſpiritual object. Like 
as in parables there is an outward and literal 
fenſe, by which an. inward and ſpiritual mean- 
ing is gonveyed, fo is it in every Hebrew 


word; and a critic ſhould underfland Hebrew 


upon this plan, He fhould be acquainted 


_ with the genius of the Hebrew tongue, and 


with its manner of expreſſing ſpiritual things 
under their appointed images in nature. And 
it is more neceſſary he ſhould have this know- 


ledge in order to underſtand this book, becauſe 


it is the worſt tranſlated of all Scripture. 
Our tranſlators have not failed more in any 
part of the Old Teſtament, than they have 
here. Inſtead of giving us the ſhiritual means 
ing of the words, they have ſeldom given us 


any thing but the literal ſenſe, and ſometimes 


they have given us the Hebrew word without 


any tranſlation at all. If they had tranſlated 
the prophecy of Iſaiah in the ſame injudicions 


manner, it would have been as abſtruſe as this 


| book is. I hope to ſee it made as. intelligible | 
i: the Prophecy of If 1 There are ſeveral 


perſons 
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' perſons at preſent in our church of great lei- 
fure and great abilities, and it 1s much to be 

wiſhed they would employ them in explaining 
this book. The moſt proper method they could 
take ſeems to me, to fettle firſt the true literal 
ſenſe of every word in the Song, and then, as 


it is entirely a ſpiritual book treating of com- 


mumion with God, to fix the fpiritual idea to 
each word; and where we have not a proper 
 wvord in Engliſh to expreſs the full ſenſe of a 
Hebrew word, they might give it in a ſhort 
paraphraſe. Whenever this is done, the mouths 
of our ignorant mockers will be ſtopped, and 
it will appear that all their objections aroſe 
Hen their iy orance. 


Thus the enemies FF this book are ignorant 
of the true genius of the Hebrew tongue, in 
zohich it is brillen, and they borrow their 


arguments againſt it not from the faults of 
the book itſelf, but from the faults in the. 


tranſlation; and they are alſo ignorant of the 
Sſubje# upon which it treats, It is one of the 
deep things of God, which the natural man 


cannot undenſtaud. He has none of this love 


to God which is here deſcribed, nor can he at- 
tain it by any means in his own power. It 
ts a love that comes down from God, He is 


the 
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ths giver of it, and it is ſhed abroad in the 
Heart by the Holy Spirit, who beſtows the com- 

forts of it upon them that are pardoned and 
reconciled to the Father in the Son of bis love, 
and that can therefore truly ſay with: the 
apoſtle John“ We know, and Pave believed, 
$ the love that God hath to us.” , n. 
fits down to read this book, be he ever ſo learn- 
ed in other matters, yet, if be has no knows= 
ledge off God's love to him, he cannot under- 
Stand what he reads. The objeftors to this 
_ book are ſo far from pretending to have any 
of this experimental love of God, that they 
laugh at it, and ridicule it; whereby they plain- 
ty declare, that they are not judges of the ſub=  _ 
ect upon which this book treats, and therefore 1 
Jy are not fit 1 to ft t in Judgment wow” it. 2 


ee are the two principal reaſons wwhy 
this book is fo little underſtood, and fo much 
ridiculed,” need not enlarge upon them here, 
becauſe they are often taken notice of in the 
Sermons, to which I refer the reader. When 
J firſt thought of making them public, I 4% 
not foreſee how ſeaſonable they would be. It 
appears to me quite providential, that theſe 55 er- 
mont upon the love of God ſbould be publiſhed 
obs at this time, when I am furiouſly attacked 
* 


rare 


by a nameleſs writer, and charged with hreac h. 
eng nothing but hell and damnation. It would 
have been as true a charge, if he had ſaid 7 
always preached in Hebrew. This volume fhall 
anſwer for me. Here my dofrine is, Believe, 


and thou fhalt be ſaved; love God, and thou 
ſhalt be happy. May he who has this ſaving 


belief, and this happy love to give, for his 


 merey's fake beſtow them upon this my . 


enemy and open perfecutor, 


T have nothing more to add, but to intreat 
the Bleſſer of all nations to accompany the read- 
ing of theſe Sermons with his bleſſing. May 
he water them with the dew of his heavenly 


grace, and render them uſeful and profitable 
to every perſon into whoſe hands they may fall, 


Reader, if” thou jindeſt any unction from the 
Holy One in them, and reapeſt any benefit from 
them, give God the glory, and pray for the 
author. Thou canſt not do me any ſervice 
which I more want or value ibau thy prayers, 


Pray, that the grace of Chriſt may do more 


in me, and that I may do more for Chriſt; 
and, in return, I will pray for thee, that the 
Spirit of the living God may enable thee 19 
underfland this divine Song, and to experience. 


the comforts of its docrrine, and then thou _ 
wilt | 
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wilt be in poſſeſſion of the greateſt happineſs 
| thou tanſt enjoy on this fide of heaven, 


. Upon reviſing theſe ſheets for a new edition 

of the following Sermons, I had great reafon | 
to bleſs the Lord God, that my views of this 
Sutjet were the fame as they were ſeveral years | 
 ago—only confirmed by long experience. It is 
à good thing to be gſtabliſbed in the truth, and 
by - conſtant uſe to get into holy and happy 
practice. When the believer has received Chriſty 
it is his privilege to be growing up into him in 
all things, Flouriſbing like the palm tree, and 
mounting uþ like the cedar in Lebanon. Certain 
doctrinet are then not to be diſputed. The eſſen- 
tial glory of Immanuel. The abſolute perfection 
of his ſaving work—T he effeftual application 
of it to the conſciences, to the hearts, and to the 
lives of believers by the Holy Spirit; in theſe it 
is good and right that there ſhould be no vari- 
 ableneſs nor ſhadow of turning. Feſus Chriſt, 
and his work, and his Spirit, and his fulneſs, 
| being the yo vcterda Y, to day, and for ever, 


' Af 8 bas been written and ſpoken againſt 
theſe Sermons, as if 1 had therein made too 
much of Chriſt. I think it impoſſible. His per- 

fon is above all bleſſing and praiſe, His ſalva- 
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tion is infinitely perfect, and contains an eternal 
fulneſs of all grares and glories. - His promiſes 
are exceeding great, and exceeding precious 
already made: good to him, as the head, aud by 
him made good to all has people. Mhen the ſpi-" 
rit of kfe that is in him ſets them free from the 
law , ſin and of death, they are pardoned, 
and righteous, and holy, and bleſſed in the Be- 
bowed. Which of them can come up to the great- 
ng of. ſuch. a ſubjet?. Who can fhew forth all 
the praiſes of fuch a Feſus? TI cannot. Inflead. 
of thinking that I have ſpoben tog highty of bim, 
Jam wery ſenſible of my many and great fail- 
inge. Muy the glorifier of - Jas enable me 
to: * N Prager of be nt earth and 
5 | anne e eln Wh. 
We | 
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The Song 7 Songs which i 1s Sc Solomon. . 5 ; 
„ Jil. Doi 17 


OD is lows. The whole ſcripture is a 
hiſtory of the wonders which his fore 

138 done for the children 6f men! It 
was love which firſt gave being to the 
univerſe. The fame continued love has 
preſerved it. But the deſeription bf the 
works of creation and preſervation takes up 
a ſmall part of the ſacred volume. The great 
ſubject of it is redeeming love. In this fweet 
and amiable light God has propoſe#hintfelf . 
te our econſideration. When his Juſtice Was 
offended : at the tranſgreſſion ef His holy hw, 
* . his 


(4) 


his Jove contrived how to get glory to every 


divine attribute, by pardoning and ſaving the 
tranſgreſſor. He had provided the covenant 


of grace, in which was the richeſt diſplay of 


his infinite love. In this covenant he glories. 


He ſets it forth and recommends it, as the 


greateſt work of God, and has revealed the 
Old Teſtament and the New to demonſtrate 
to ſinners that our redeeming God is love. 
When Moſes defired to ſee his glory, he did 
not refer him to the works of creation, or to. 
the inſtances which he had ſeen of his al- 
mighty power; but he ſent him to the mer- 
cies of redemption, in which he might have 
the ſtrongeſt evidences of God's glory. He 
: prochimed himſelf as the Old Tefament God, 
under the ſtile and title of— © The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful. and gracious, 
<« long ſuffering, and abundant in goodnefs 
and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, for- 
“giving iniquity and tranſgreſſion and fin.” 


(Exod. xxxiv; 6, 7.) This deſcription was ful- 


filled, when. the brightneſs of divine glory 
was revealed in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
When he came into the world to ſave men 


from their ſins, then his diſciples beheld his 


glory, and believed that God was love: then 
they ſaw the completion of what was written 
1 f Eg . in 


. 


in all the ſeriptures, more eſpecially in the 
Song of Songs, concerning the greatneſs of 
redeeming love: for though all ſeripture 
treats largely of it, yet this is an entire trea- 
tiſe upon the ſubject. It contains a lively 
deſcription of the perfect love which our 
redeeming God has for returning finners, 
and of the grateful affection which his love 
ſtirs up in them, He relates what graces 
and bleſſings he would beſtow upon them, 
and they expreſs their happineſs in the enjoy- 
ment of his graces and bleſſings. He finds 
them black and. deformed ſinners, and he 
preſents them fair and without ſpot in the 
ſight of God, and they, knowing him to be 
their beloved and their friend, ſee him alto- 
gether lovely. Upon this ſubject they diſ- 
courſe, ſetting forth the happineſs of * 
mutual love. | 


The Fewps call this book * The Holy of 
« Holes,” and ſo it is to every one who 
has the love of God ſhed abroad in his heart. 
Here he converſes with the moſt holy per- 
ſons and things, and has a foretaſte of thoſe 
pleaſures which are at God's right-hand for 
evermore, But here the carnal and unre- 
generate man reads at the peril of his own 


(6a) 


ſoul. He enter ters, as, itwere. into the holy of 
holies, Which. Was, death by the law. He 
is ignorant of God's, being in this place, He 
puts; not off his hoe, although it be holy 
ground. He puts nat off concerning his for- 
mer converfation the old man, who is cor- 
ruptaacording to the deceitful luſts, and who 
neither does f underſtand the things of God 
treated of in this hook, nor can underſtand 
them!; for want of a ſpiritual diſcernment. 

He cannot know them, ſays the word 
of truth, becauſe; they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cetned; and therefore if he meddle with 
them he. muſt prophane them. The more 
facred they are, the more contrary are they 
to his nature. The more wholſome they are 
to the ſpiritual man, the more poiſon wilt 
the natural man extract from them; and: 
that which is a ſavour of life, proves to him 
a favour of death. 


© — * 0 0 
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vAwayiwrthenz ye prophane. Come not near to 
the holy of holies, or preſume to look into it, 
leſt ye die. You are no more fit to read this 
book, than you are to partake of the ſacred 
elements at the Lord's table. With your carnal 
unregenerate heart you will read the one, and 
partake of the other to your greater condemna- 
tion. Oh keep back then, and preſume not to 
look N 


( 23 ) 


100 into, or to judge of the ſacred Aeris 
this divine Song! But if you will venture to 
read it, and to ridicule it, remember that 
it is one of the treaſures of divine wiſdom; and 
though you may level your wit againſt a Song 
of Solomon's yet it falls upon the Almighty 
God who inſpired it. And are you arrived 
at ſuch deſperate wit, as to break jeſts upon 
God, and to make ſport with his omnipo- 
tence? Oh, fear and tremble for yourſelves, 
leſt while you are ſhooting up your arrows, 
even your bitter words, againſt heaven, God 
ſhould ſend them back upon your own heads 
with a ſwift deſtruction. May his: grace 
ſhew you your danger, and diſpoſe you to 
leave your ſins; and whenever you are ſtirred 
up to ſeek pardon and peace in Chriſt Jeſus, 
then you will begin to underſtand this book; 
and when you have any experience of God's 
love to you, then you will find comfort and 
Ns in een it 


* 7 * : 1 N $3; 5 
1 ak through God 8 alliſtancb to treat 


8 parts of it in a practical way and to 
make our future conſideration of theſe par- 
ticular paſſages more plain and eaſy, I ſhall at 
preſent lay before you a general plan of the 
book, And this we have in the words now. 

„ read 


(4) 
read. They are the title prefixed to it by its 
divine author, and ſerve as a ſhort comment 


to explain its principal uſe, I ſhall therefore 
unn | | 


Firſt, To ſettle the true ſenſe and mean- 
Ing of the words—From whence we may 5 
gather, 


| Secondly, That the ſcope and defign of this 
| ſweet portion of ſcripture is to deſcribe the 
mutual love of Chriſt and his church. 


7 birdly, I ſhall bring ſome arguments to 
1 75 that this 1s the pe and Ag of 
And, 


Laftly, I will reduce theſe truths to prac- 
tice, and make ſome uſeful inferences from 
them, 


And Firſt, The words now read are the 
title which the Holy Spirit-prefixed to the 
book, that they might ſerve as a key to open 
its ſcope and deſign. The Song of Songs which 
is concerning Solomon, which treats of Solomon. 
The ſong in the ſcripture uſage of the term, 


_ in 3 forth the praiſes of God. 
3 


„ CW 1 | 

It is a hymn to his honour and glory. The 
ſpiritual ſongs of ſcripture have no other ob- 
ject but the God of love, and no other end 
but to raiſe and to exalt our ideas of him, 
and of his works, eſpecially of his works of 
grace, whereby he brings loſt ſinners to an 
happy ſenſe and ſweet experience of his love. 
St. Paul has given us a ſhort, but it is a very 
full comment upon the ſcripture ſongs (Col. 
Ui. 16.) © Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
you richly in all wiſdom, teaching and 
„ admoniſhing one another in -pſalms, and 
66. hymns, an and ſpiritual ſongs, ſinging witk 
“ grace in your hearts unto the Lord.“ 
Hence we learn the nature of theſe ſongs; 
they are the words of Chriſt, revealed by him 
and concerning him, and in them we are to 
teach and to admoniſh one another, to the 
end that the word of Chriſt may dwell in 
us richly in all wiſdom: for they are ſpiri- 
tual ſongs; and he that ſings them muſt have 
grace in his heart: without this qualification 
he will ſing the ſong of fools; and he muſt 
alſo ſing © to the Lord,” to the glory and 
Honour of his holy name. After this apoſto- 
lical rule we may explain this ſong. It is the 
word of Chriſt, revealed by him, and concern- 
ing him, and we are to teach and to admonith 
5 : one 


18) 

one another in the things of Chriſt! out: of 
this ſong. We have the apoſtle's command 
to do it, with this eneouragement, that the 
word of Chriſt may dwell in us richly in all 
wiſdom: for this ſong is of a ſpiritual na- 
ture, treating of ſpiritual perſons and things, 
and cannot be ſung aright unleſs grace 
be in the heart, nor with profit, unleſs 
we have an eye to the Lord in every word 
of it. If we look off from him to any lower 
object, we not only loſe ſight of its ſcope 
and deſign, but we alſo form à judgment of 
it contrary to the judgment of the holy Spi- 
rit, who has exalted this above the reſt of 
the ſcripture ſongs, and has dignified it with 
the high title. of“ The Song of Songs.“ 
There are many divine ſongs, but this is by 
way of eminence. above, and in copiouſneſs 
comprehends, them all. It is the ſum and ſub. 
ſtance of them, and the point to which they 
tend. God is the ſubject of every ſpiritual 

fong, and what can we find in God which 
calls for louder ſongs of praiſe, than that 
love which is above all his works; which 

was before them, for it gave them their 

being, which is with them to preſerve it, and 
will be with them to the boundleſs ages of 


_ Surely a hymn 0 this exalted 
ſubſeck 


* 


; t 27 ; 
ſubject deſerves the title of © The Song of 
« Songs; ' eſpecially when the divine per- 
ſon of meh: he treats, is conſidered in it un- 
der his moſt amiable character, and ſet forth 
under the ſtile and title of the Prince of 


Peace; for this is the meaning of the word 


Salomon in Hebrew. The Song of Songs which 


is Solomon's, our tranflation reads; but the 


Hebrew. particle put before Solomon is the ſign 
not - of, the genitive, but of the dative caſe, 
and is frequently rendered concerning or 
louc hing ſuch a perſon or thing. Thus, 
Haiah v. 1. Now will I ſing to my well 


5 beloved a ſong of my Wawel, touching his 


“ vineyard.” And again, P/alm xlv. 1. I 
« ſpeak of the inn I have made ouch 
« ng the king.” It is alſo ſeveral times ren- 
dered concerning, as Gen. xix. 21. © I have 


accepted thee concerning this thing; and i in 


Fer. xlix. it is frequently tranſlated concerning. 
In this ſenſe it is here uſed. The Song of 


Songs which is concerning Solomon — not 
King Solomon, but the Prince of Peace, Jeſus 


Chriſt, of whom Solomon was a type and: 
"HH as it appears from Pfalm Ixxii, 
which has the ſame title with the Song. It 


is inſcribed to Solomon — is concerning him, 


and treats of him; but ſeveral paſſages of it 


cam 


TY 


28) 

ean be applied to none but Jeſus the prince. 
of peace, of whom only it could be truly 
ſaid that he had dominion from one end of 
the earth to the other, that all kings ſhould 
fall down before him, and all nations ſhould 
ſerve him; that he ſhould ſave the ſouls of 
the needy, and ſhould redeem their ſouls; 
and that prayer ſhould be made unto him 
continually, and all nations ſhould call him 
bleſſed. Theſe things cannot be ſpoken of 
King Solomon — but they are ſtrictly true of 
the Prince of Peace, Jeſus the Lord of life 
and, Redeemer of ſinners. — Therefore the 
title of the 72d P/alm has the ſame mean- 
ing with the title of the Song; and when the 
* Spirit lays, “The Song of Songs which 

is concerning the Lord and Giver of Peace, 

he would plainly point out to us the principal 
uſe of this ſcripture. It is a treatiſe concerning 
the God of love, under the character of the 
prince of peace, deſcribing how happy we 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, when we, who ſome. 


times were far off, are made nigh by the 


blood of Chriſt: for he is our Peace. And 
this leads me to > conſider, TE 


1 3 - The ſcope and deſign of this. 
fwect portion of ſcripture. It is to deſcribe _ 


46: 5 


( 29 ) 
the peace which Chriſt has given to the 
faithful ſoul, and ſets forth the happineſs of 
the ſoul in the enjoyment of it. Chriſtian 
peace is the fruit of that love which the 
Holy Spirit has manifeſted to ſinners, and 
flows from a ſenſe of their reconciliation with 
God through Jeſus Chriſt their Lord, of 
which the Apoſtle thus ſpeaks: © Being juſti- 
„ fied by faith we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and re- 
« joice in hope of the glory of God.” And 
when we have thus taſted how gracious the 
Lord is, then we cannot but love him who 
farſt loved us, and the ſenſe of this love fills 
the mind with joy and peace: in this order 
St. Paul has placed theſe graces, © The fruit 
« of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.” — Our 
love is by nature placed upon a wrong object. 
Sin alienated our hearts from God. Our af- 
fections are turned from him, and ſeek for 
happineſs in creature-comforts. And al- 
though daily diſappointed, yet they continue 
to ſeek it, until the Holy Spirit convince 


them that they are ſeeking happineſs in a 


vain ſhadow, and diſquieting themſelves in 
vain, And when he has ſhewn them that 
nevertheleſs they may be completely happy 


in God the Saviour, and has ſtirred them up 


carneſtly 
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earneſtly to defire his ſalvation, then he has 


prepared them to read this divine treatiſe 


with profit: the ſcope and deſign of which 
is to ſet before us Jeſus Chriſt as the only 


excellent and lovely object of bur affections; 


and when we by the eye of faith behold 
him, and by the power of faith are united 


to him, then we know what the | Apoſtle 


meant when he ſaid, To them that be- 
* lieve, Jeſus is precious * and we can take 
up the words of the believer in the Sony, and 


declare, that he is altogether lovely, the 
chiefeſt among ten thouſand, And thus 


every other object will fade away in our eſ- 
teem, and grow mean and worthleſs in com- 
pariſon of God our Saviour; whereby we 
ſhall be able to enter into the ſpirit of the 


Song. We ſhall: know ſomething of that 


ſpiritual fellowſhip and communion of which 
it treats: for it dwells largely upon the 
mutual joys and mutual praiſes of Chriſt . 
and the believing ſoul, deſcribing the com- 
plete” happineſs which they have in each 
other. This is the general her of the book, 


which is very well expreſſed in tlie argument 


put before it in the Bible that was in uſe 


in queen Elizabeth's time:.— In this'Song, | 


* OY by moſt ſweet and eomfortable 
| ” A pam . 


4" $9 
«& allegories and parables, deſeribech the per- 
« fect love of Jeſus Chriſt, the true Solomon 
&« and King of Peace, atid/the faithful of his 
„ church, which he*hath . ſanctified, and. 
« appointed to be his ſponſe, ' Hbly, chaſte, 
« and without reprehenſſon. So that here 
is declared the ſingularflove \ of the bride- 
„ groom toward the bride, and his great and 
* excellent benefits herewith he doth enrich 
her of his pure bounty and grace, without 
any of her deſervings. Alſo the earneſt 
* affection of the church, which is inflamed 
with the love of Chtilt, defiring to be 
more and more joined to him in love, and 
not to be forſaken for any ſpot or VEINS 
* that is in her,” 1 55 „ 

| 15 m l l W "eral ti619 0. 

This wits he Jadgitert of our reformers 
—and they Were not ſinngular in it, As 8 pro- 
poſe to ſhew under ny third head, . which 
was, to bring -ſore 'Carguments' to prove 
that this is the Keope and ers ker of "the 
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The firſt algen, «HIGH would occur 
to every ferious perſon,” is the univerſal con- 
ſent of expoſitors All the Ye % writers 
e it to treat of the ſpiritual union be- 

tween 
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tween Chriſt and the believer, Alt chriſtian 

writers underſtand it in the ſame ſenſe. And 
the unanimous opinion of all learned and 
good men ought certainly to have great 


weight with us: for the ſcope and deſign of 
the book muſt be very plain and clear, ſince 
there never was any diſpute about it in the 
church of God. This then being the re- 


_ ceived ſenſe, I may proceed to examine 


upon what principles it came to be ſo uni- 
verſally received. I ſuppoſe men were led to 


- conſider it in this light from the eſtabliſhed 


method of explaining ſcripture; and this is 
the ſecond argument [I ſhall uſe, | 


The ſcriptures are ſuited to man in his 
preſent ſtate. While he is here in the body 
he cannot converſe immediately with ſpiri- 


mal objects: he can only ſee them compa» 


ratively, as compared to and illuſtrated by 


material and ſenſible objects. The ſcriptures 
take this method of inſtruction. They teach 


us ſpiritual and heavenly things under their 
expreſſive images in nature. Whoever con- 
Hdered the ſcriptures in this light, could not 
reſt in the literal - ſenſe of the Song. He 
knew that all {cripture had a ſpiritual ſenſe, 
and therefore in reading the Song he would 

"IA conlider 


„ 
conſider what the ſpiritual ſenſe could be, 
and he could not eaſily miſtake it, when he 
recollected what was the one great end and 
aim of all ſcripture. Every part of it waste 
lead men to ſome knowledge of Chriſt, which 


is the third argument tending to open 06 us 
the ſcope and deſign of this divine bock. 


Search the ſcriptures, ſays he of whom they 
write, for theſe are they which teſtify of 
me— The Song is part of theſe ſcriptures, 
and therefore it teſtifies of Chriſt ; and what 
other teſtimony does it bear of n than in 
ſetting forth the n which he has r. his 
e (e © SI 


The 8 of Teſus 495 St. abe i is 
the ſpirit of prophecy. If you underſtand 
the prophetical ſpirit 'of this book, you will 
read in it the teſtimony of Jeſus : therefore 
if you don't ſee how it bears teſtimony to 
him, vo have no wen into its RT 


TO 


Again we ond; .66 That the koty conn 

* are able to make a man wiſe unto ſalva- 

« tion, through faith which is in Chriſt Je- 

92 84 $ for all el is FM by inſpira- 
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649 


« tion of God.” (2 Tim, iii. 15, 16.) From 
whence I infer, that the Song being part of 
ſcripture, is given by inſpiration of God, and 
was therefore given, that it might make the 
man of God wiſe unto ſalvation, and this it 
does by eſtabliſhing him in the faith, which 
is in Chrift Jeſus | 


Another proof may be taken from the 
xlvth P/a/m, which is a ſong of loves. The 
ſubject and the manner of the compolition 
are the ſame with this divine book. They 
treat of the love of Chriſt to his church, and 
after the manner of a dialogue, and the xlyth 
Pſalm is applied to Chriſt by an infallible in- 
terpreter. St. Paul in the iſt of the He- 
brews and the 8th verſe ſays, that it was 
written of God the Son: from whence we 
may conclude, that the Song being upon the 
fame ſubject, and drawn up in the ſame man- 
ner, treats alſo of the love of God the Son 
to his faithful people. And to confirm the 
interpretation of theſe more general proofs, 
I may mention a fourth argument, taken 
from thoſe places of ſcripture wherein Chriſt 

is ſpoken of in the very terms uſed in the 
Song. The ſcripture often ſpeaks of him 
na Fg character of the EY _ 
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| (' 35 ) 
the 25th of St. Maithew we have the para- 
ble of the ten virgins who, went out to meet 
the bridegroom, who in the 13th verſe: is 
called the ſon of man. In the 5th of the 
Ephefrans, St. Paul is treating of the love and 
union between huſbands and wives, and in 
the 32 verſe he fays, © This is a great myſ- 
e tery, but I ſpeak concerning Chriſt and his 
« church,” in the ſame manner, and with 
the ſame expreſſions which are uſed in the 
| ſong, and which are carried on through the 
New Teflament: for thus we read in one of 
the laſt fcenes of the Revelation of St, Fobn, 
that the multitude of the heavenly hoſt cried 
aloud as the voice of mighty thunderings, 
ſaying, Hallelujah, for the Lord God omni» | 
potent reigneth, let us be glad and Tejoice 
and give honour unto him : for the marriage- 
of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made 
herſelf ready. And in the 21ſt chapter St. 
Jobn informs us who the bride the Lamb's 
wife is, the church, the Fern/alem that is 
above, which is the ſpiritual mother of us 
all, even of every one of us who ſhall be ſo 
N as to be called to the * : 
ole the Lamb. 79 


e OY ee it appears. 80 1 me 
n evident, that it is common in 
8 2 TR OP 
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ſcripture to ſpeak of Chriſt in the very ſame 
manner that he is ſpoken of in the Song; and 
therefore, ſumming up all theſe arguments 
together, conſidering that the expoſitors, Fews- 
and Chriſtians, are agreed about the plan and 
deſign of it, and that the received ſenſe is 
agreeable to the general rule for interpreting 
{cripture, and is founded upon clear reaſon- 
ing from many particular paſſages, and more 
eſpecially from thoſe paſſages wherein expreſs 
mention is made of Chriſt's love to the faith- 
ful, under the very images uſed to repreſent 
it in the Song, we may certainly from hence 
conclude, that the ſcope: and deſign of this 
ſweet portion of ſcripture is to ſet forth in 
the moſt lively and affecting manner the mu- 
tual joys and mutual pra of Chriſt and the , 
ane, ſi 


tg! thes far e to ſettle and 
eſtablich the principal uſe of this ſacred book, 
L come in the fourth and laſt place to reduce 
what has been ſaid into practice, and to draw 
ſome uſeful inferences from i 


The * as you have bane, is of the na- 
ture of a parable, wherein ſpiritual things are 
deſcribed by material. It is one of the offices 


of the wiſdom chat; 18 from above, to underſtand 
. 5 parable 


7 


! 
a parable and the interpretation thereof. I 
have endeavoured to give you the interpre- 
tation of one of the ſweeteſt of all the divine 
parables. And are there any of you, my bre- 
thren, who after what has been ſaid are not 
yet reconciled to this book? Do you think 
that it had better have been left out of the 
facred volume ? Conſider, that your opinion 
weighs nothing againſt the unanimous con- 
ſent of the church of God, and your opinion 
is founded upon your ignorance of the things - 
of God. If you underſtood this book, you 
could not think meanly of it; but in order 
to underſtand it, you muſt ba ſome expe- 
rience of that love of which it treats—having 
never taſted of it, you cannot enter into the 
ſpirit of the deſcriptions of it here made by _ 
Chriſt and by the faithful. Inſtead then of 
looking into the book for matter of cenſure, 
look into your own hearts, and beg of God 
to ſhew you how much you ſtand in need of 
having the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in them ; 

and whenever he enables you to ſay with the 
Apoſtle, Jeſus Chriſt loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me, then you will taſte and ſee how 
exceedingly ſweet every image and deſcription 
Is 1 in this divine ſong. 
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If you cannot be perſuaded to deſire the 
love of God may be ſhed abroad in your 
hearts, you will entertain a mean opinion of 
this treatiſe upon it. But for the ſake of 
your dear and immortal ſoul, ſuffer not your- 
ſelf to ſpeak irreverently of it. If God ever 
revealed himſelf to man, this is part of his 
revelation. The holy and eternal Spirit, who 
inſpired all ſcripture, ſpake this by his un. 
erring wiſdom. He is the author, and the 
ſubject is the deep things of God. Let not 
then a diſreſpectful word come out of your 
mouth againſt it. But if you will ſuffer your 
wit to run into licentiouſneſs, remember that 
you ridicule this book at the peril of your ſoul. 
Jou are guilty of blaſphemy againſt the Moſt 
High. And how can you think it ſafe, to 
jeſt upon the Almighty, and to make fport 
with his omnipotence? Why will you ſet 
God at defiance, . and add freſh fuel to his 
wrath, as if all your other ſins would not 
ſink you deep enough into the pit of deſtruc- 
tion? If you have any love left for your eter- 
nal intereſt, forbear this deſperate wit; and 
beg of God to enlighten the darkneſs of your 
underſtanding, that you may ſee the ſcope and 
deſign of this ſacred ſong. And to thoſe per- 
ſons who deſire this, I make wy ſecond remark, | 
You 


169 | 
Lou do not clearly comprehend the things 
written in this book, but you deſire to com- 
prehend them. If this defire be from God, it 
will put you upon praying for the experience 
of that love which is here treated of. You 
may poſſibly come at the meaning of ſome 
things in it, but you cannot know them prac- 
tically nor profitably, until you are taught 
them of God. You cannot tell what the 
love of God is, until it be ſhed abroad in 
your heart. No deſcription can make you 
acquainted with it; and therefore look up 
to God who has it to give. Aſk him out 
of the riches of his grace to beftow i it upon 
you; and when he gives you the comfort- 
able ſenſe of it, then you will have the beſt 
key to open the myſteries of this divine ſong. 
And for your encouragement in ſeeking, re- 
member that this love is free. Though it be 
ineſtimable, yet it is to be had without money 
and without price. God had no motive to 
ſhew it to ſinners but his own inherent mercy, 
and he waits for no merit or qualification in 
them: for it is to ſupply the want of all 
merit and qualification ; and he has already 
begun to beftow the riches of this free love 
upon you, by making you ſenſible of your 
want of it, and by putting you upon ſceking 
C4: e 


40 


for it. Wait upon him then in the ways of 
his ordinances, and he will finiſh what he has 
begun. He will enable ads to love him, be- 
cauſe he firſt loved you. Aſk this out of 
a due ſenſe of your ee ee and the 

Father, for the ſake of his Son, will ſhed 

abroad his love in your hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt. And thus he will bring you into the 
happy number of thoſe believers, to whom 1 
make my third and laſt inference. 


| You, my 3 brethren, can read this 
ſweet portion of ſcripture with delight and 
profit. You know it to be true by your own 
experience. You look upon Jeſus Chriſt in 
the light here deſcribed : for he is your 
peace, and you find his dealings with your 
ſouls. ar®the very ſame which the Song men- 
tions. For what the Song ſays of the church 
in general, muſt be true of every individual 
who is a member of it—For the church is 
nothing more than a congregation of believers 
united by faith and by the bond of the ſpirit 
to Chriſt the head of the ſpiritual body, and 
by love to one another — United to him, as 
the members are to the head, and united to 
one another as the members are in the ſame 
body. What therefore i is ſpoken | in the Song 

e 
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125 the whole church, as the ſpunk of Chriſt, 
is true of every particular chriſtian. And 
what. is ſaid of the church is briefly this: 
In the firſt chapter the church expreſſes a 
ſtrong deſire for nearer communion with 
Chriſt, and then there follows ſome declining 
of her affection. After this we have her 


recovery, a regaining of her firſt love: and 
yet ſhe afterwards declines again in her af- 


fection, her love grows cold, and ſhe falls 


into a ſtate of deſertion. Chriſt hides his pre- 
ſence from her more than he did in her for- 
mer coldneſs, and this continues, until perceiv- 
ing Chriſt's conſtant affection to her, notwith- 
ſtanding her unkind treatment of him, ſhe re. 
covers, and follows him more cloſely, and with 
a more conſtant love than before. 


Theſe: paſſages agree with the experience 
of the beſt chriſtians in the courſe of their 
own lives, and therefore the Song is not a 
dark... unintelligible book to them. They 
find. it to be an experimental treatiſe upon 


the love of Jeſus Chriſt to his people. And 


all of you, my chriſtian brethren, underſtand 
it in this light, You have read it with care, 
praying the holy inſpirer of it to enlighten 
your underſtandings, that you might ſee its 
true 


. 
true ſenſe and ſpiritual meaning; and he has 
opened to you the truth of its deſeriptions. 
The Holy Spirit has drawn you to Chfiſt, 
and has made you happy in the ſenſe of his 
love, and thus he has given you the beſt com- 
ment upon the Song. The more he enables 
you to taſte of this love, the more clearly wil! 
you underſtand the Song. Tou will have the 
greater inſight into it, the nearer acceſs you 
have to the Father, with confidence through 
the faith that is in Chriſt : for what is written 
concerning communion with God muſt cer- - 
tainly be beſt underſtood by thoſe who live 
in cloſe communion with him. 'This is 
your privilege. Remember how great and 
high it is, and act worthy of it. Lou have 
fellowſhip with the Father, and with his Son 

Jeſus Chriſt. The Holy Spirit is the bond 
of this communion, and therefore it is called 


the © communion of the Holy Ghoſt.” Oh 


beware then of every thing that would owe 
or offend him. As his is an holy office, en- 
tirely relating to holineſs, nothing can dife 
_ pleaſe this Holy Spirit ſo much as fin. He 
is of purer eyes than to behold the leaſt ini» 
quity. The leaſt thought of ſin offends him: 
For it is fin that pollutes his ſacred reſidence, 
ua defiles the temple of the heart. Sin 
makes 
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1 him withdraw and hide the light of 
his countenance, and with-hold the ſweet 
ſenſe of his comfortable preſence. Oh bewate 
then, as you love your own peace of mind, as 
you love your God and his glory, as you love 
Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation, beware of the 
leaſt approach to ſin. Pray, watch, ſtrive 

againſt it. Reſiſt unto blood ſtriving againſt 
fin. Wait upon God in all his ordinances to 
get power over it. And the more you are 
dead to ſin and alive unto God, the nearer fel- 
lowſhip will you have with the Father, and 
with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and as this fellow- 
ſhip is the ſubject of the Song, you will there. 
fore underſtand it the better, and experience : 
more of its ſweetneſs 


My chriſtian wig you have taſted of its 
ſweetneſs. You know the loving kindneſs of 
the Lord, and if you would have the conſtant 
abiding ſenſe of it, earneſtly beſeech the Holy 
Spirit to keep you from offending him in 
thought, word, and deed. Intreat him to 
give you grace never to grieve him. Stand 
in awe, and ſin not. Sin is your great ene- 
my. Nothing makes God hide his face from 
you but fin. All the darkneſs and blindneſs, 
and depravity, that are in the ſoul concern- 
1 85 s 
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ing the things of God, come om ſin: from | 
it came all miſery. Oh watch then and pray 

always againſt it. Pray that you may be 
kept from the works of darkneſs, and from 
every error and vice which would cloud the 
underſtanding, and hinder your reading this 
portion of ſcripture with profit. Look up 
to the Spirit of Wiſdom, and intreat him to 
open to you the true ſenſe and meaning of 
the Song, and to give you the happy expe- 
rience and comforts of its doctrines. And 
that we may all receive the benefits from it 
which he intended it ſhould adminiſter to his 
people, let us humbly aſk it of him in the 
words of our church, which hath on web us to 


| Pray, ſaying, 


Bleſſed Lord, who: haſt cauſed all 5 
1 (and this portion of them in par- 
ticular which we have been conſidering) to 
be -written for our learning ; grant that we 
may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digeſt them, that by patience and | 
comfort of thy holy word, we may embrace, 
and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of ever- 
laſting life, which thou haſt given us in our 
_—_— Tg Chriſt, Amen. 


1 1 ) 
SERMON II. 


| Chap. i. Ver. 4 


1 


"Draw 3 me, we vil, run yo thee. 


H E "velour: of fila is God ad! 
1 man united in one Chriſt. As God 
he has all the perfection of heaven, and 
as man he has all the beauties of this 
earth; he has every grace of time and every 
bleſſing of eternity, which ought to draw 
and to attract our love. But while men are 
in their natural unregenerate ſtate, they ſee 
none of his perfections and beauties. They 
behold no form nor comelineſs in him, that 
they ſhould deſire him. The world, and 
the things of it, appear more deſirable 
than he does. The baſe periſhing joys of 
ſenſe have the entire poſſeſſion of their 
affections. Sin is more lovely in their eyes 
than God the Saviour, and they give up 
their hearts to its enjoyments in preference: 
to him and his heaven. While they con- 
tinue to place their love on fuch/ unworthy | 
* they are eee of judging of 


. 
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| this divine Song: for they are not only ſtran- 
gers, but alſo enemies to that love of which 


(46) 


it treats 3 and how then can they ſee the beau- 
ties of its compoſition, or judge of the juſt- 
neſs of its ſentiments? So long as they love 
fin they cannot love Jeſus Chriſt, and there- 
fore they cannot love the ſweet deſcriptions in 
this poem, which ſet forth the happineſs of 
loving him above all things. But when their 
eyes are opened to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs 
of ſin, and their hearts are once drawn from 
the love of ſin; when they have found that 
it cannot make them happy, then they are 
glad to hear of a Saviour; and when they 
have taſted of his love, then they begin to 
underſtand and to admire the beauties of this 
divine Song, and the more they love him, the 
dae beauties do "Oy find in it. WS 


The ſubject of it is the union 8 
Chriſt and the faithful ſoul. In this all the 
expoſitors of ſcripture, antient, and modern, 
are agreed. It is a ſpiritual ſong, compoſed 
in the manner of a dialogue. The ſpeakers 
are Chriſt and the believer. The inſpirer of 
it is the Holy and Eternal Spirit, who de- 
| livered it by the mouth of : Solomon, He 


Rae it to be true by his own” ne 
as 
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as every believer does to this day. After he | 
had left God, he ſought for happineſs in the 
creatures, but was diſappointed. He turned 
from one obje& to another, tried the whole 
circle of worldly enjoyments, and as he paſſed 
on he wrote upon each Vanity and vexation 
of ſpirit, It pleaſed God to ſhew him his 
error, and to make uſe of him as a proper 
perſon to warn others from ſetting their 
hearts upon any object but God; for if Solo- 
mon could not find happineſs in the world, 
what can the man do that cometh after the 
king? This is the ſubject of the book of Zc- 
 cleſiafles, After Solomon had turned from 
theſe worldly vanities to ſerve the living God, 
he wrote this divine Song, to ſhew what true 
happineſs he had found, and every believer 
will find, in being united to Chriſt in the 
bonds of love and affection. The Holy Spi- 
rit had drawn his heart from the love of all 
inferior objects to God the Redeemer, and 
had given him faith to ſee his own intereſt 
in what the Redeemer was to do and ſuffer 
for hig. By theſe bonds the union was 
formed and perfected. The Holy Spirit on 
_ Chriſt's part, and faith on the believer's; united 
them ta each other. And the believer here 
abe what Happy effects flowed to him 
5 from 
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from this union, and Chriſt deſcribes the de- 


light he had in it. The deſcriptions of their 
mutual love and happineſs run e _ 


95 an loves. 


The ee | foul begins with expreſſing 
its defire to receive ſome ſenfible tokens of 
Chriſt's love in the ſecond verſe, ſetting forth 
the excellency'of it in the third, and at the 
ſame time its own utter inability and inſuf- 


ficiency to attain it, unleſs Chriſt would be 


pleaſed to draw the affections from all other 


objects unto himſelf — Draw me, as it fol- 


lows in the fourth verſe, and we will. run 
after thee —Draw me, Lord Jeſus, from 


the love of the world, and the things of it; 
draw me from the love of fin and ſelf. I 


feel my bondage, I find that I am a flave, 


and am without ſtrength to deliver \myſelf. 
O draw me then by the ſweet impulſe of thy 


good Spirit from my bondage and ſlavery, 


And when thou art pleaſed to ſet my feet at 


liberty, then wwe will run after thee; wwe in 

the plural number: for when the heart is 
once drawn after Chriſt, it commands all the 
faculties, ' and they which could not ſtir be- 
fore now run, they which had no firength- | 


now run againſt * e they which 
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were enemies to Chriſt, now run after him 
= with joy in the ways of his commandments. 
Draw me by thy grace, and we, every faculty 
of ſoul and body,. will obey, we will follow 
the divine attraction, and thou ſhalt be our 
| God and king ruling over us, and getting 
thyſelf glory by ſetting up thy kingdom 
within us. May theſe be the deſires of 
all your hearts. While we are here met 
together, may the Lord Jeſus draw your 
thoughts from every vain and ſinful object, 
and keep them fixed upon this ſubject. Oh 
that he may ſend his good Spirit to open 
your underſtandings clearly to ſee, and to 
influence your affeQions readily to receive, 


"id. The. reaſons wha 1 3 
awakened ſinner to deſire Chriſt would draw. 
x him. 


S The e method of drawing 
the ſoul unto rin | 


Thirdly, The certain effects which fallow ; 
upon its being drawn. And then, 


F, eurthly, I will reduce theſe particulars 
to ee and will er them ee as 
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God ſhall enable me, to every one of your 
eonſciences. 


And Firſt, We ined not look Aae than 
the text for the reaſons which induced the 
awakened ſinner to defire Chriſt would draw 
him. He found he could not run after 
Chriſt, unleſs he was drawn: for although 
God be the fountain of all good to his crea- 
tures, and the God-man Chriſt Jeſus be the 
fountain of all good to his ſinful creatures, 
yet they are not willing to go and receive 
good at his hands. Sin has corrupted all the 
faculties of the ſoul, and has turned and 
alienated them from God; inſomuch that 
they leave God to ſeck good-i in the creature, 
and idolize it by placing their happineſs in it, 
The god of this world, and his riches, and 
honours, and pleaſures, have poſſeſſion of 
their hearts, and the God of heaven who 
promiſes them heavenly riches, and honours, 
and pleaſures, has none of their affections; 
nay, they hate him. While they love preſent 
and ſenſual gratifications they are haters of 
God. They hate him, becauſe their ſinful 
nature is oppoſite to his perfect holineſs, 
and becauſe he has forbidden them theſe 
gratifications, which they are determined to 


ey and they hate him the 2 becauſe 


EF he | 
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he has threatened to puniſh them, and con- 
ſcience informs them that they deſerve the 
threatened puniſhment. This is the ſtate 
of all men by nature. They are lovers of 
ſin, and haters of God, Rom. i. 30. And 
until this hatred be conquered, how can they 
come to God with any kind of love? Their 
affections will lead them farther from him 
every ſtep they take, and how can they re- 
turn, unleſs he draw them to himſelf? If 
they can but be convinced of the vanity and 
emptineſs of all theſe creature-comforts, upon 
which they have ſet their hearts, and can ſee 
reaſon to think that God will be reconciled 
and love them, notwithſtanding their former 

_ oppoſition to him, then they will be diſpoſed 
to ſeek his love; but until they be convinced 
of theſe two truths Boy: cannot be drawn to 
ſeek W in Gd. 


This is the plain ao of "Cul 9 
Our divine Lord and maſter thus inſtructs 
his diſciples (John vi. 44.) No man can 
„come unto me, except the Father, which 
* hath ſent me, draw him.“ Me man, be 
he ever ſo moral, civil, and learned, let him | 
have ever ſo many natural gifts and acquired - 
accompliſhments, can come, has either will or 
power to come unto me for the graces and 
20 2: bleſſings 
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bleſſings which I have to give, unleſs the 
Father which hath ſent me draw him, by the 
{w attraction of his good Spirit. | 


Our church teaches the ſame doctrine in 

/ her tenth article.“ The condition of man 

/ © after the fall of Adam is ſuch, that he 

„ cannot turn and prepare himſelf by his 

«* own natural ſtrength and good works to 

| faith and calling upon God: wherefore we 

| _* have no power to do good works pleaſant | 

and acceptable to God, without the grace 
* of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we 
„ may have a good will, and working with 

„ us when we have that good will Here 
we are taught, that man by the fall is turned 

away from God, and has no ſtrength to 

return, unleſs the grace of Chriſt go before 
to give him a good will, and then. work 
with him when he has that good will. 
He has no ſtrength in any of his faculties; 
they are all turned from God, and the grace 
of Chriſt alone is able to draw them back 
again. The underſtanding has no light, It 
is entirely in darkneſs, as to the things of 
God (pb. iv. 18.); and the eye of the mind 
can no more enlighten itſelf, than the eye 


* the 8 can e itſelf without light. 
| Tp When 
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„„ To, 

When the firſt ray of grace breaks in upon 
us, it finds us as it did the heathens at the 
coming of Chriſt, ſitting in darkneſs and in 


the ſhadow of death. And unleſs the rays 


of his grace ſhine into the underſtanding, it 
cannot be enlightened. Chriſt is the only 
ght of the world. He is in the kingdom 
of grace, what the ſun is in nature. Stop 
the influence of his bright beams, and the 
underſtanding will never ſee any reaſon to 
follow him, nor can the will chooſe him. 
The will of the natural man is depraved. It 
has a wrong bias, and is directly oppoſite to 
the will of God, and never can deſire to be 
reconciled, unleſs the Holy Spirit draw We 
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But FE not the Holy Spirit's s thus draw- . 
ing deſtroy our free will? by no means: 
for, it cannot deſtroy what is not. = 
man has no free will but to ſin; if that may 

be called free, which is tied and bound 

“ with the chains of ſin,” as our church!“ 

expreſſes it. The pare I is s abſolutely Polt- 3 
tive upon this point, declaring (Rom. viii. 7.) 
„ that the carnal mind (the will of our cor- 

© rupt nature) is enmity againſt God: for 

4 it is not ſubject to the law of God: neither 
indeed can be,” until it be delivered from 
F D 3 „ 
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V. the bondage and ſlavery of ſin. Ie cannot be 
ſubje& to the will of God, unleſs his grace 
draw it to himſelf: for by nature it is drawn 

to ſin, © The fleſh always luſteth againſt 
7 gu Spirit, ſays the ſcripture. © Fallen 
man is of his own nature inclined to evil,” | 
CEE ah arte reaches; 7. We Tun - 
1 into evil We want nothing to draw 
Sin ſtrikes upon our nature and catches, 

like a ſpark upon gun-powder. Surely we 
can all remember with what different tempers 

we uſed to go to the playhouſe, and to the 
church—how much greater delight we took 

in ſpending an evening over the devil's 
books, at an innocent game at cards, as his 
children call it, than in reading the word 
od. tl are there none du, 
now find more joy in many things than you, 
do in prayer? Theſe are evident proofs that 
you are ſtill governed by the will of the fleſh, 
which the feripture ſays “ lufteth always 
e againſt the Spirit,” and therefore how can a 
deſire ever ariſe in it after God or the things 
of God, unleſs Chrift draw it to himſelf? 
But the worſt part of our corruption conſiſts 
in the depravity of our affections: for they 
are alſo governed by the will of the fleſh, 
and are according to the Apoſtle to be cru- 
cified 


E — 
ified (Gal. v. 24.), And they that are 
“ Chriſt's have crucified the fleſh with the 

« affections and luſts. And they that are 
not Chriſt's are ſtill under the power of the 
affections and luſts of the fleſh. The heart, 
which is the commanding faculty, is in them 4 

ſhut againſt God, but is open to receive ſin, 
loves it, dotes upon it, yea is ſo enamoured 

of it as to prefer its ſhort and empty joys to 
the ſolid felicity of an eternal heaven. And 

what power is able to break theſe chains? 
Who can ſet our hearts at liberty, and turn 

| them from fin to righteouſneſs? who, but 

the ſame God that created our hearts at firſt. 


Ae alone can draw the affectiens from the 
/ love of the world, and from the love of ſin 


and ſelf up to the things above, where, 
Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand of God. 


Upon all theſe accounts it appears, that 
man is incapable even of going to Chriſt, 
and much more of running after him, unleſs 

he be drawn. The ſcripture is expreſs, 
No man can come unto. Chriſt, except the 

« Father draw ” "Our church is clear 
In her opanion, « Such is the condition of 
2 . man, that he cannot turn himſelf to 
« God, unleſs the grace of Chriſt go before 

| 5 4 Leto 


. 
© to give him a good will, and then work 
“ with him when he has that good will.“ 
And this is alſo evident from matter of fact 
and from experience. We find, that all 
men by nature, inſtead of turning themſelves 
to Chriſt, who is the fountain of every good, 
turn to fin which is the ſource of every. evil. 
mong learned "and polite nations profeſſing 
chriſtianity, there is the ſame ignorance of 
the things of God as among the darkeſt 
heathens, the ſame depravity of the will, the 
ſame corruption in the heart and the affections. 
Which are clear and full proofs of our in- 
ability ever to go to Chriſt, unleſs he draw 


Qus to himſelf. If. \ The ſpeaker in the fext ſaw 


| theſe proofs in a ſtrong light. He found his 
want of a Saviour, and he felt how unable 
he was to do any thing towards attaining. or 
meriting the Saviour's love; he was quite 
helpleſs, and without ſtrength, therefore he 
begs the grace of Chriſt would draw him. 
My brethren, are you in this ſtate? Do you 
ſee the reaſons, which I have now laid be- 
fore you, in a clear and convincing light? 
If not, may the ever-bleſſed God of whom 
we are ſpeaking draw you by his grace unto 
himſelf; but if you are convinced, then you 


will gladly follow | me to the confideration 
of 


ED 

of the ſcripture method of drawing the ſoul to 
Chriſt, and this is the e point upon which 
I was to Fn 


It is evident fallen man wants drawing to 
Chriſt, becauſe the ſcripture has taught us 
__ ſtabliſned method by which he draws 

The ſeveral ſteps of it are there par- 
ticularly marked out for our inſtruction, that 
we might be certain how the work of grace 
advances in our own ſouls. The word of 
God is the outward means of drawing us. 

The Holy Spirit applying the word is the 
inward means. He begins his application by 
awakening the careleſs ſecure ſinner, and by 
convincing him deeply and thoroughly of his 
being a ſinful helpleſs creature. He ſhews 
him how entirely he 1s departed from God, 
and how unable he is to return, and then he 
makes him deeply ſenfible of his miſery, 
until he does return, By which means the 
awakened ſinner finds his want of a Saviour, 
and it is the daily prayer of his heart, that 
he may find pardon and peace through the 
blood of the Lamb of God ; but at the ſame 
time he feels ſo much of his corruption, that 

he knows theſe prayers could never have 

arifen in his — unleſs the Holy Spirit had 
_—_— begun 
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4 . to draw him unto Chriſt. He who 
| could before boaſt of the light of nature, and 

/ of the great ſtretch of his reaſoning faculties, 

/ now finds nothing but blindneſs and darkneſs 
in his underſtanding, He who uſed to think 
[| highly of the dignity of human nature, and 
of man's rectitude, and of the moral ſenſe, 
&c. now ſees that his will is by nature in- 
clined to evil, and that our dignity and recti- 
tude, and moral ſenſe, are the mere chime- 


| Erxas of metaphyſical dreamers, Now he feels 
4 Her 5 be a por loſt inner, whoſe heart 
| and affections are ſo far turned from God, 
that unleſs the Holy Spirit create in him a 
n new heart he can never return. Being thus 
| convinced of his ſinfulneſs and miſery, and 
1 of his own helpleſſneſs to take one ſtep to- 
ö | wards his deliverance, he is prepared for the 
next work of grace, which is to draw him 
and to unite him to Chriſt by faith. If the 
Holy Spirit had never convinced him of fin, 
he would never have found any want of a 
Saviour ; and if the had never ſeen his 
own helpleſſneſs, he would not have ſeen 
any neceſſity for being drawn to Chriſt by 
his grace ; but being now convinced that he 
is both a ſinner and alfo a helpleſs ſinner, 


the deſires of his ſoul are drawn out after 
Gods 
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God, and he is in a right temper to wait 
upon God, until he be gracious unto him. 
And it is the office of the Holy Spirit to 

keep him waiting in the ways of the ordi- 
nances, until in God's due time he is ſent to 
convince him of righteouſneſs, and to bear 
witneſs with his ſpirit that the Father has ac- 
cepted him and pardoned him through the 
merits of his beloved Son. Hereby he re- 
ceives a well-grounded faith in the obedience 

and ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt. He can ſafely 
apply the merits of them to himſelf, and has 
great joy and peace in believing that they are 
imputed unto him for righteouſneſs. He has 
the ſure witneſs of this in himſelf, even the 
witneſs of the Holy Spirit, bearing teſtimony 
that Chriſt is his Saviour, and that God is his 
reconciled Father. The ſpirit of adoption 
enables him to cry Abba, Father, and to go to 
God with filial love and confidence. He now 
loves God becauſe he knows that God firſt 
loved him, and thus he is drawn to God by 
the cords of a man, by the bands of love, and 
is ready through grace to give outward evi- 
dence of the reality of the inward work, by 
running after Chriſt in the way of his com- 
mandments. 


| Thus 


5 
3 
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66 
Thus the Holy Spirit is the convincer of 
ſin, and the convincer of righteouſneſs, and 
by theſe two convictions he draws the ſinner 
and unites him unto Chriſt. He ſhews him 
that he wants a Saviour, and then he ſhews 
him his intereſt in the Saviour. He. firſt 
makes him feel that he is a loſt ſinner in him- 
ſelf, and then that he is ſaved by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. This is the eſta- 
bliſhed method, in which the Holy Spirit 
draws the ſinner unto the Saviour, and this 
is a farther proof of its being neceſſary he 
ſhould be drawn, ſince the ſcripture has in- 
formed us both of the agent by whom, and 
alſo of the method by which, he is drawn 


unto Chriſt, 


My brethren, have you experienced this ? 
Has the Holy Spirit drawn you from the 
love of ſin and ſelf? Have you left the 
world, and all that is called great and happy 
in it to follow Chriſt ? Is no object more 


deſirable than he is, in your eyes? Can you 


take up the croſs, and run aftet him with 
Joy, although reproach, ridicule, and oppo- 
ſition meet you at every ſtep? Examine your 
own hearts, and try them by the certain 
yr, which follow upon the Holy Spirit's 
drawing 


+ 


( 
drawing the ſoul to Chriſt; and this is the 


third particular in the text. « Draw me, and 
« we will r. run after thee,” | 


The 10 man cannot follow Chriſt, 
becauſe his heart and his affections are in 
another intereſt. He loves to follow the 
world and its pleaſures. And if he was 

convinced it was right to follow Chrift, he 

would meet with many inſuperable difficul- 

ties, before he could ſet out and run after 

him. But when the Holy Spirit draws him, 
he then removes that unwillingneſs which 
made the way appear ſo difficult, and when 

he renews the faculties, he then gives them 
ſtrength. to overcome every difficulty. By 
his grace the inbred oppoſition is ſubdued. 
The underſtanding is enlightened, and ſees 
the way clearly ; the will follows it readily ; 
the heart and the affections purſue it chear- 
fully. They follow their Lord and Saviour, 
whitherſoever he goeth. They run after him 
with eaſe, in the way that was before diffi- 
cult, with pleaſure in the way, that was be- 
fore painful, and with continuance in the 
way, Wherein before they could not take a 
ſtep. When the Holy Spirit has drawn the 
linner to riß, and really united him by 
ä faith 


(6) 
faith to the head of the myſtical body, he is 
then a new creature; old things are paſſed 

away, behold all things are become new, 

both in his ſtate and actions. The branch 
of the wild olive-tree is grafted in and par- 
takes of the root and fatneſs of the good 
olive-tree, whereby its nature is changed. 
There is a real and an entire change made, 
which appears evidently to the common. ob- 
ſerver, by the outward change in a man's 
life and converſation. He acts upon different 
motives' to what he did before. He purſues 
different ends and by different means. Be- 
fore he run after the world, now. he runs 
after Chriſt, Chriſt is now become all his 
treaſure, and the heart will be where its 
treaſure is, and where the heart is the other 
faculties will follow. No oppoſition ſhall 
diſcourage them. Let them be drawn and 
united to Chrift, and none of his command- 
ments will be | grievous. Even ſelf-denial, 
the hardeſt commandment, will be ' eaſy. 
Place the love of Chriſt in the heart, and 

the man who before ſhrunk from and trem- 
bled at reproach, is nothing moved at it. 
He that was afraid of having his name caſt 
out with contempt, now can rejoice in being 
pr for Chriſt's ſake, He can give up 
his 


3 

his character; he was once reckoned a learned 
and a good man, but now he can bear to be 
called a madman and a fool. He takes up 
his croſs daily, and runs on rejoicing, The 
contempt of the world haſtens his ſteps. It 
ſpurs him on. It drives him nearer to his 
Saviour, and makes him live in cloſer com- 
munion with him. If worldly men knew 
what infinite ſervice they do us by their 
oppoſition, they would alter their behaviour; 
for they are our real friends, though they do 
not intend us any kindneſs. 'They make us 
ſit looſer and freer from the world than we 
- otherwiſe ſhould do, and when we are wil- 
ling ſometimes to take a little reft, and our 
love and zeal begin to abate ſomething of 
their ardor, then they ſtir us up, and make 
us mend our pace homewards. Thus the 
Holy Spirit cauſes all things to work toge- 
ther for our good; even outward oppoſition, 
ſanctified by his grace, helps us forward, 
and enables us to run the faſter after Chriſt: 
and 1 hope there are many of us, who can 
ſay with the Apoſtle, that nothing ſhall ſepa- 
rate us from our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
— © 7 am perſuaged, ſays he, that neither 

A © üttlbulation nor diſtreſs, perſecution, fa- 
7 mine, nakedneſs, peril or word, m__ be 
5 able 


1 


> pf able to ſeparate us from the love of God, 5 
“ which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.“ | 


My brethren, if you have been drawn to 

Chriſt, have theſe effects followed? Are you 
running after him in the ways of his com- 
mandments, and running with: delight, as 
after the greateſt happineſs you can enjoy in 
time and in eternity? If this be your ſtate, 
then in you is this ſcripture fulfilled. May 
he keep you by his almighty grace, and lead 
you on ſafely, until he draw you up to him- 
ſelf, and make you bleſſed with him for 
ever and ever. But if this be not your ſtate, 
then it is incumbent upon me to warn you 
of your guilt, -and of your danger, and to 
call upon you by every thing that is dear 
and valuable, to refle& ſeriouſly upon the 
fituation you are in; and this brings me to 
the fourth and laſt particular upon which I 
was to ſpeax. While I am applying it as 
_ cloſely as God ſhall enable me, Oh may he 
| ſecond my application by his grace, and 
carry it with his effectual Working, to gy, 
one of. your ck ; YO ARE or 


And firſt, in | the Pit of love, I addreſs 
myſelf to thoſe-perſons, whoſe aflections are 


* 
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not drawn out after Chriſt, by the ſweet in- 
fluence of his ſpirit. Although Chriſt has 
every beauty, every perfection in himſelf, 
and is willing to communicate to us of his 
fulneſs grace for grace, yet alas! few perſons 
deſire him, and fewer run after him, You 
may eaſily draw them to a play, to a concert, 
or to'a ball; but to the God of all grace and 
glory what arguments, what motives can 
draw them? Propoſe to them a fair oppor- 
tunity of getting a great fortune, ſhew them 
the way to honour and grandeur, their hearts 
meet the propoſal with raptures: but change 
the diſcourſe, and offer to them the ineſti- 
mable riches of Jeſus Chriſt, and the eternal 
honours and grandeur which he has to give, 
they feel no emotion. What can be the 

cauſe of this ſtrange inconſiſtency ? Whence 
is it, that men who love pleaſure, ſhould 
nevertheleſs be ſo abſurd, as to prefer ſenſual 
to ſpiritual, and temporal to eternal pleaſures ? 
nay ſo monſtrouſly and wickedly abſurd, as 
to let the love of the world ſhut out the love 
of that God who made it, and who will ſoon 
deſtroy it. What can be the reaſon of this? 
but that man is a corrupt fallen creature, de- 
praved in every faculty of ſoul and body, 
inſomuch that in ſpiritual matters he is as 

8 — incapable 
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incapable of acting aright, as a dead man is 
of acting at all: for he is dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins. Before he can move or ſtir a ſtep 
he muſt be awakened, and convinced of his 
own helpleſſneſs. Then he will have reaſon 


to wait upon God for his help. But if he 


never finds himſelf ſick, he will never ſend 
for the phyſician. If he be never convinced 
that he cannot go to Chriſt unleſs he be 


drawn, he will never deſire the Holy Spirit 


to draw him. And if any of you be in this 
caſe, awake, thou that ſleepeſt in death. 
Oh awake — awake — open thine eyes — 
and conſider thy guilt, Whither can fin 
draw thee, but to hell? Conſider thy dan- 
ger, how near thou art to it. Thy heart 
and affections have never been drawn after. 
Chriſt ; but they are ſtill placed upon thoſe 
objects which draw the love of all natural 


men unto themſelves. Either money, or 


pleaſure, or ambition are their favourite pur- 
ſuits, ſo far as to exclude Jeſus Chriſt, yea 
the very hungering or thirſting after him. 


Lou have not even a defire to experience his, 
love. And therefore you may be aſſured, 
that you have no work of grace in you. 


You. are ſtill in your natural ſtate. At an 
infinite diſtance from, God. Lou have the 


(6) 
guilt of your nature and the guilt of your 
lives to anſwer for at his great tribunal. His 
holy law has already condemned you, and 
has paſſed ſentence upon you, threatening to 
pour out all its curſes upon your guilty heads. 
The righteous Judge is bound to ſee them 
executed upon you. And you know not 
how ſoon he may call you to judgment. 
Oh may God rouſe up your fears, my bre- 
thren, and alarm you at the fight of your 
danger. Shall you, who fly with eager haſte 
from temporal danger, be eaſy and careleſs, 
| while the almighty God is your enemy, and 
he may this moment come and get glory 
to all his attributes by your everlaſting de- 
ſtruction? Can you think yourſelves ſecure - 
in this caſe, while there is only this little 
light vapour in your noſtrils between you 
and hell? Lord Jeſus forbid it. If any per- 
ſon hear me this day, who came hither with- 
out any intention to be made uneaſy about 
the ſtate. of his ſoul, Oh let him now feel 
the miſery of being ſeparated from thee the 
fountain of good, and draw him to thyſelf, 
dear Lord, now draw his heart, from fin, 
and ſatan, from the world, and the things 
of it, that he may follow me with profit, 
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and be cdified and comforted from what 1 
have to apply, 


Secondly, To thoſe perſons, whoſe deſires 
the Holy Spirit has begun to draw unto Chriſt. 
I hope many of you are brought thus far, 
and can truly ſay, Draw me, and we will 
„run after thee.” If you can defire this 
ſincerely, then the Holy Spirit has already 
begun to ſet your hearts at liberty, Wait 
upon him, and he will enable you to follow 
Chriſt with delight, whitherſoever he calleth 
you. He will let you ſee ſo much of your 
want of Chriſt, and of his all-ſufficiency to 
ſupply your wants, that you will reſolve to 

give up all for him. You will ſee nothing 
more worthy of your purſuit, than the know- 
ledge of your intereſt in Jeſus. There is in- 
deed nothing elſe worth your purſuit. Un- 
leſs you are found in him, God the Father is 
your enemy, as you are a ſinner in yourſelf; 

but when he ſees you in the Son of his love, 

a living, member of his body, all his blefſings 
are yours in time and in eternity. Oh then 
be earneſt, be unwearied at the throne of grace, 
until you are drawn effectually to Chriſt, and 
by. faith united to him, Whatever keeps you, 
from him, pray that it may be removed. 


And 


1 
And be it ever ſo dear an object, a right 
hand or a right eye, look up to him, and 
he will give grace ſufficient for you. If it 
be ſin, he is almighty to ſave you from it. 
If it be great ſin, his merits and rightcouſnels 
are infinite. If they be many ſins, what pro- 
portion do they bear to infinity? Are you a 
poor loft ſinner, did not he come to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt ? Are your ſins 
of a deep die? The greateſt have been par- 
doned. But none you think were ever fo 
great as yours. How can that be? Is it not 
written, Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
<« to ſave ſinners, of whom I, ſays Paul, am 
chief,” But ftill the ſenſe of your great un- 
worthineſs fills you with doubts and fears, 
You forget that Chriſt is the Saviour of the 
_ unworthy ; and when he gives you Paul's 
faith, and you can ſay with him, Jeſus 
Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me, 
then your doubts and fears will fly before it. 
Whatever keeps you from cloſing in with 
Chriſt is an enemy to your ſoul. Pray there- 
fore againſt it, Intreat the Holy Spirit to 
remove it, that you may be drawn to the 
loving Saviour of ſinners, and united to him 
by living faith. And until he produce this 
grace in you, ſeek him diligently in all his “ 
6 E 3 ordi- 
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ordinances. They are the inſtituted means 
by which he draws ſinners to himſelf, and 


more cloſely unites believers. The word is 
the ordinance which he chiefly uſes to the 
awakening of ſinners. Glory be to him for 


that attractive virtue and powerful efficacy 


which ſtill accompanies the preaching of it. 


By his bleſſing it is daily effectual to the con- 


vincing and converting of careleſs ſinners, 


and to the building up and eſtabliſhing of 
believers. Wait then under it, and look up 


to God for the quickening Spirit to enable 
you to mix faith with what you hear. Be 


much in prayer. Pray to have your affec- 
tions drawn from the world, and fixed upon 
God. Seek his preſence in every ordinance, 


and when you find him in it, he will give 
you that grace which he intended it ſhould 
convey. And thus perſevere in the uſe of 


the means, until he bring you to the end, 
You ſhall find him whom your ſoul ſeeketh. 
He will draw you to himſelf, and then you 


will be able to run after him to whatever he 


calls you to do or to ſuffer. I hope there 
are ſeveral of you in this happy condition, 


and to you, my Chriſtian brethren, 1 addreſs 
4 in the third and off place. 


Yoy 


1 

Vou know the truth of this ſcripture by 
your own experience. Having been con- 
vinced that you could not come unto Chriſt, 
except the Father had drawn you by his good 
Spirit, you waited upon him, until he gave 
you faith, and united you to Jeſus Chriſt ; 

Being united to the Lord and giver of grace 
and glory, all things are become yours. You 
are now the ſons of God, and your heavenly 
Father will make all things work together 
for your good. You are heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Chriſt : Oh remember then 
your privileges, and walk as children and 
ſons of the moſt high God. Keep near to 
your reconciled Father, and be ever looking 
to Jeſus your dear Redeemer, and ſeek to be 
drawn nearer to him daily by waiting upon 
him in his ordinances, that you may have 
more of his life and love. And let the great 
things he hath done for your ſouls be mani- 
feſted by your outward walking. Shew 
that you have nearneſs to God the Father 
through the Son of his love, and acceſs with 
confidence through the faith that is in him. 
Let this appear by your living upon Chriſt's 
fulneſs, and receiving from thence grace for 
grace. And the more grace you receive, in 
the Rrength of it run the faſter after Chriſt 
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for more grace. Run in the ways of his com- 
mandments. Follow his example. Preſs 
cloſe after him in his ſteps. And be aſſured 
the cloſer you follow him upon earth, the 
nearer will you come to him in heaven. 
The more you are conformed to him in ho- 


lineſs, the more ſhall you be like him in 
glory. 


Happy are you, my chriſtian brethren, 
who have been thus drawn to Chriſt, and 
are thus running after him. Hold on your 
courſe, determined in God's ſtrength not to 
ſtop upon account of what he ſhall either 
call you to do or to ſuffer, Purſue the way 
of duty, in which Chriſt walked, whatever 
difficulties you may meet with, and fear not 
but he will give you ſtrength to go on con- 
quering and to conquer. Whatever his will 

is concerning you, rely upon him, and he 
will make you more then conquerors. You 
know where your ſtrength is. God is your 
refuge and ſtrength. Go to him in every hour 
of temptation, and he will give you grace 
ſufficient for you. Aſk and you ſhall have. 
The Father will give whatever you aſk in 
his Son's name. This is your great privi- 
lege, and God grant you may ever make uſe 

e 


ö 


of it in time of need. Let us now uſe it to 

crave a bleſſing upon what we have heard - 
And the whole of this diſcourſe is excellently 
ſummed up in the collect of our church for 
this day. 55 | | 


« Grant to us, Lord, we beſeech thee, the 
« Spirit to think and do always ſuch things 
6 as be rightful, that we who cannot do any 
thing that is good without thee, may by 
« thee be enabled to live according to thy will 
„ through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.” 


1 
SERMON II. 


©: Chap, L Ver. 7 
The upright love thee. 


HE firſt part of this verſe has been 
already conſidered. . The perſon who 
{peaks it, perceiving the form and come- 
lineſs of Chriſt, and finding a | ſweeter ſa- 
vour in his name than in the moſt fragrant 
ointment poured forth, was defirous of cloſe 
union and ſpiritual fellowſhip with him. 
But being ſenſible of his own helpleſſneſs to 
come to Chriſt, had therefore prayed he 
might be drawn, © Draw me and we will 
te run after thee.” The prayer was heard, 
and anſwered. Chriſt drew the ſoul by the 
_ cords of love unto himſelf, and as the fol- 
| lowing words ſhew, he brought it nigh, and 
gave it free acceſs with confidence through 
the faith that is in him. He ſhed his love 
abroad in the heart, which drew it out in 


love to him. The believer found himſelf 


enriched with ſo many graces, and enjoyed | 
3 ſweet communion with Chriſt, that he 
| 18 
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rejoiced in him always, and declared that 
nothing but fin and ignorance could hinder 

men from ſeeing and admiring the excellen- 
_ cies of Jeſus Chriſt. If they were not in a 
fallen corrupt ſtate, they would certainly ad- 
mire and love him: for the upright love 
him. 


If you were to aſk the generality of men, 
who call themſelves chriſtians, whether they 
loved Chriſt? They would anſwer, What do 
you think we don't love our Saviour? Moft 
certainly we do, for who can help loving 
him? We were taught to pray to him, and 
to love him from our very infancy, and we 
always have loved him. | 


But if you enquire upon what account 
they love Chriſt? What knowledge they 
have of him and of his ſalvation, and what 
proof they can give of their love to him? 
They are then at a loſs. They can only tell 
you, that their parents had them baptized, 
and brought them up in the church of Eng- 
land, and that they keep conſtant to their 


church, and have done their duty as well as 


they could, they never wronged any body, 


no one is without . and ithey have theirs. 
This 
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This is the religion of the greateſt part of 


our people, but how far ſhort is this of the 
ſcripture character of one that loves Chriſt ? 


A man may do all this, and much more, 


without one grain of love. He may prac- 

tice many duties in his natural fallen ſtate 
from ſeveral other motives than a ſenſe of 
love to Chriſt, and a ſingle eye to his glory. 
Theſe are the chriſtian motives to obedience, 
by which no natural man can be influenced. 
The Holy Spirit muſt have convinced him 
of his fallen ſtate, muſt have raiſed him from 
it, muſt have opened his eyes to ſee what 
Jeſus has done for his ſalvation, and muſt 
have ſhed abroad in his heart the love of 
God, before he can come up to the ſcripture 
character of them that love Chriſt: for they 
are HOT who love him. 


That we may have a clear and full view 
of the doctrine in the went, it will be proper 
to conſider, 


Firſt, What is the air idea of the 
5 word ee 


Secondly, That man is not « upright by 
nature. 


T, bird! 8 


** 


. 


Ti died, That he muſt be made upright 
before 4 can love Chriſt. 5 


 Fourthly, That doing: made upright he 
will ſhew his love to Chriſt by walking in 


love; and in We” 


Laff 1 J will draw ſome practical in- 
ferences from the whole. And may the Spi- 
rit of grace accompany and bleſs our medi- 
tations upon theſe particulars: may he direct 
our hearts into the love of Chriſt, and ren- 
der what ſhall now be ſpoken upon it the 
means of increaſing it in all our ſouls. Un- 
der his guidance let us conſider 


Firft, What 18 45 ſcripture idea” of _-— 
rightneſs. | 


The Hebrew word which is here tranſlated 
upright is in the plural number. As a verb it 
is rendered to make ſtraight, /aiah xk 3, 4. 
to direct in the way, //azah xlv. 13. and to 
walk ſtraight in it, as 1 Som. vi. 12. © And 


« the kine took the ftraight way to the way 


« of Bethſhemeſh, and went along the high 
« way, lowing as tlfey went, and turned not 
" aſide to the right hand or to the left.” 

This 


- 4-20 1 
This is its received ſenſe in the lexicons; 
and from this idea the noun ſubſtantive is 
_ uſed for a directory, whatever guides in the 
right. way, and the plural maſculine denotes 
| thoſe perſons who are in the right way, and 
who walk ſtraight in it, whom we properly 
term upright men, alluding to their having 
been once in a fallen ſtate, and having loſt the 


right way, but being now raiſed up they are 


brought into it again and made upright, 


Made upright,” ſay our moraliſts, how 
abſurd is this expreſſion ! What neceſſity is 
there for making us upright? Are we not ſo 
by nature? Have not we all a moral recti- 
| tude? Have we not in ourſelves the rule 
of right, and obligations to follow it ? We are 
moral agents and upright, why then do you 
talk of making men what they already are ?” 


This is the language of modern reaſoners, 
who would be wiſe above what is written. 
For the foul that is lifted up, ſaith God, 
“ is not upright in him.” (Hab. ii. 4. ) And 
yet the pride of their hearts loves flattering 


compliments, be they ever ſo falſe, and they 


are fond of being told of the dignity and rec- 
titude of their nature, although theſe are 
8 e 
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mere metaphyſical chimeras. They are con- 
trary to matt er of fact, and to every day's 
experience, and contrary to the expreſs word 
of God, which proves that man is not up- 
right by nature, as 1 am to — under _ - 
| end head. 


The IE volume of lee gives us 
chis character of mankind, they have all 
* ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of 
% God.” And what can be the dignity of a 
| poor loſt finner, who has robbed God of his 
glory? And where is the rectitude of fallen 


man, of whom „there is none righteous, no 


not one?” The ſcripture ſtrikes at the very 
root. of our fancied. dignity and rectitude, 
when it declares (Mic. vii. 2.) © There is 
none upright among men,” no net one is 
there in. the rectitude of nature, in which 
man was at firſt created: for © God hath 
„ made man upright,” ſaith. another ſerip- 
ture, but they have ſought out many in- 
„ ventions, ſinful as well as fooliſh, which 
prove that they are not upright as they firſt 
come out of the hand of God. And indeed 
the ſeripturę ſpeaks ſo much of the fall and 

corruption of nature, as if it left man with- 


out any e or ſtrength to recover himſelf. 
The 
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The n Jeremiah praying to God fays, 
(x. 23.) © © Lord, I know that the way 
« of man is not in himfelf: it is not in man 
„ that walketh to direct his fteps.“ To 
which agree the words of the Apoftle (Rom. 
| Hi, 9, Sc.) © We have before proved both 
& Few and Gentiles, that they are all under 
© fin; as it is written, there is none righ- 
“ teous, no not one, there is none that 
< underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh 
after God, they are all gone out of the 
« way:” ſo that there is no uprightnefs 
in any of them. Fallen man Is gone out, 
of the right way, and he does not under- 
ſtand haw to return into it, nay he does 
not ſo much as ſeek after God, that he may 
be ſet right. His defires and his affeQions 
are turned from God: they are fet upon fin, 
as our church expreſſes i it in the ninth article. 
Original fin is the fault and corruption 
ef the nature of every man — whereby - 
man is very far gone from original righte- 
« Ins, and is of his own nature inclined 

© to evil, ſo that the fleſh luſteth always 
« i euer to the fpirit.”. How can man 
under the guilt of original fin have any moral 
rectitude? Can he be upright who is very far 
gone from ä Can he 5 

F be 


. 
be in the right way who is very far gone out 
of it? And how can he be inclined to love 
Chriſt, who by the fault and corruption o 
his nature is always inclined to evil? While 
there is no fear of God before his eyes, how 
can there poſſibly be any love of God in his 
Heart. The love of Chriſt is abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent with the blindneſs and depravity of 
fallen man, who is in love with ſin. Sin and 
Chriſt are as ,oppoſite as heaven and hell, to 
which they lead, And as all fallen men are 
inclined to ſin, and love it, the fleſh luſting 
always contrary to the ſpirit, conſequently 
while they continue in this ſtate they cannot 
love Chriſt; for none but the upright, who 
Are raiſed from their fallen Rate, love him. 


N. en and Rea examine theſs. au- 
thorities. Do they appear to you clear and 
deciſive? Here are the expreſs words of ſcrip- 
ture, and the determination of our church 
1 upon this very point, declaring that man 
in his natural ſtate is not upright. 1 would 
infer from your preſence here that you do 
believe this truth, and if you do, may it be 
a practical belief. Act under the ſenſe of it. 
As you are convinced that you are not 
fo upright by nature, certainly you will ſeek to 
| be 
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* 
* 


183 
be made upright, and will therefore gladly 


follow me to the third point I was to con- 
ſider, vis. that you muſt be made upright 
| * 5 can love Chriſt. 


There 18 no a method. but what the 
goſpel propoſes. You would not go to the 
law, and ſet about keeping it more carefully 
for the future, in order to recover your recti- 
tude: becauſe the law allows of no failing. 
Upon the firſt offence it puts you under the 
curſe, and condemns you. And as all have 
ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of God, 
therefore by the works of the law ſhall no 
fleſh be juſtified. in his ſight. The law is a 
miniſtration of comdemnation, it is uſeful to 
ſhew ſinners that they are not upright, 'but 
it can afford them no hope, neither doth it 
offer them any remedy. It can only ſcourge 
and wound the conſcience with the ſenſe of 
tranſgreſſion, and ſend the guilty :to the 
goſpel for the recovery of their uprightneſs. 
And the goſpel diſcovers to them the rich 
plan of grace, the covenant of the Eternal 
Three, with the diſtin& offices of each 
perſon in the ceconomy of man's recovery. 
The Father's juſtice requires and receives, 
the Son 8 love e, the Holy Spirit's 2 , 
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applies, the atonement. The application i 18 
in the hand of the Spirit Jehovah. It is the 
Work of his grace to apply to fallen man the 
benefits of the atonement, and to unite him 
by ſaving faith to Jeſus Chriſt, N he 
is made upright. | 


The penee has laid down, and all the 


upright have experienced, the method which 


the Holy Spirit purſues in bringiyg fallen 
man into a ſtate of uprightneſs. Firſt he 
ſhews the ſinner his guilt and his danger, 
and lets him ſee that he is not upright, 
When the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter is 
come, ſays our Lord, he will convince the 
world of fin, When he comes to the 
natural man, he finds him ſecure and un- 
concerned about the ftate of his ſoul or 
the pardon of his ſins: for the whole world 
lieth afleep, yea dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
until awakened and quickened by the power 
of God's Spirit. He; that can be heard 
even by the dead, calls, Awake, thou that 
fleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and 
„ Chrift ſhall give thee life.” This awakens 
and alarms the - conſcience. The. ſinner is 
made ſenſible of his guilt and condemnation, 
and convinced of his helpleſsneſs; and thus 
8 humbled 
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humbled under the ſenſe of his want of 
uprightneſs, he is enabled to follow that 
divine teaching, which is to convince him 
where his wants may be ſupplied. 


He hears the report of the goſpel, that 
all finners who are ſenfible of their wants 
may have them ſupplied out of the exceeding 
- riches of Chriſt's grace, who has every thing 
to give that they can ſtand in need of. They 
may receive out of his fulneſs grace for grace. 
Are they ignorant of the things of God? He 
is an all-wiſe prophet to enlighten their un- 
derſtandings. Are they under the pollution 
and guilt of fin, and under the condemnation 
of the law? He is an all-meritorious prieſt, 
whoſe blood can cleanſe them from the 
pollution -and guilt of ſin, and by whoſe 
righteouſneſs ſinners are freed from the 
condemnation of the broken law, and ſtand | 
accepted in the fight of the holy God. Are 
they enſlaved and in bondage to their ſpiri- 
tual enemies? He is an almighty King, who 
can ſubdue in them the dominion of fin. 
When the awakened ſinner hears theſe things 
out of the goſpel, he aſſents to them as truths, 
and the Holy Spirit draws his defires out after 
the experience of them. As he is made to 

bel his wants, ſo "doth he with for a ſupply = 
| F 3 om 
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from Chriſt's fulneſs. He pants with aer 
deſire and earneſt breathings of ſoul, to know 
his union with Jeſus by faith, and would 
gladly receive him in all his offices; as a 
Loa king to ſubdue fin in him, as well as a pro- 
phet, and a prieſt to free him from the guilt 
and deliver him from the puniſhment of ſin. 
The Holy Spirit cheriſhes and ſtrengthens 
theſe good,delires, and in his own good time 
he compleats them, which is the third Rep 
in che K of experience. | 


He convinces the awakened ſinner of righ- 
teouſneſs, by giving him faith to believe that 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed unto 
him for juſtification to life. The ſeripture 
ſays expreſsly, that it is his office to convince 
men of righteouſneſs, and thereby to give 
them peace in believing, that God the Father 

is reconciled unto them through the righte- 
ouſneſs of his Son: For being juſtified by 

-£ faith we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” (Rom. v. i.) And 

" when the mind is at peace with God upon 
account of its being juſtified by faith, then 

it is made upright, and the evidence of 
juſtifying faith is an upright walking. He 
that is in a juſtified ſtate is upright, and in 
cCeonſequence thereof he will in his life and 
. 5 converſation 
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converſation walk uprightly. As he has 
received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo he walks 
in him, and deſires to live to the glory of 
his divine Saviour. He would have every 
thought, and word and work a teſtimony of 
his gratitude, It is the prayer of his heart, 
that he may walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleaſing, and may ſhew forth the praiſes 
of his God by being fruitful in every good 


work: for © this is the love of God, that 


« we keep his commandments, and (to the 
„ upright who keep them out of love) his 
_ We ELIE are not grievous.“ 


My beloved brethren, conſider theſe things, 
and weigh them attentively, Have you been. 
made to ſee the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin? 

That it has robbed you of your innocence 
and uprightneſs? That you are thereby ex- 
poſed to the condemnation of the law, and to 
the wrath of infinite juſtice? Have you fled 
for refuge to Jeſus? Do you perceive that 
he is the end of the law for righteouſneſs 
_ unto you? And therefore knowing yourſelf 

upright in him, can you ſay, Chriſt is pre- 

cious; he. hath made me upright, therefore 

1 love him; it is the grief of my ſoul to 
offend him; 1 it is the greateſt joy and de- 
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light of my heart to in and walk ſo as to 
. him? If you are as yet ſtrangers to 
this happy knowledge, deceive yourſelves no 
longer, do not think you have a ſincere love 
to Chriſt: for you know not the power of 
Chriſt's love to you. But if you have been 
thoroughly humbled, and convinced of your 
loſt helpleſs ſtate, and have received Chriſt 
and his righteouſneſs with Jove, Joy, and 
peace, then being made upright, it is in- 

- cumbent upon you to walk uprightly It is 
your bounden duty to have a heart full of 
gratitude to God: and it is your privilege 
and happineſs to be able to expreſs your 
gratitude in your life and converſation, In 
them let it appear that you love Chrift, Let 
the world ſee it in your chriſtian walking, 
and give them continual occaſion to glorify 
God on your account. And this brings me 
to the fourth particular I was to conſider, 
namely, that being made upright, you 
will ſhew your love to Chnit by n 
in love. 


When love is in the Pats it will appear 
outwardly. It will have its proper works. 
It will manifeſt itſelf, like light, and ſpread 
abroad its ſweet influences Light eannot 


Propagate 
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propagate darkneſs, nor can the love of 
_ Chriſt produce hatred to his will; it is the 
doctrine of one apoſtle to his Colls abe, chap. 
ii. 6. © As ye have therefore received Chriſt 
_ & Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him ;” and 
of another apoſtle, If any man faith, he 
„ abideth in Chriſt, he ought himſelf alſo 
„“ to walk, even as Chriſt walked.” (1 h 
ii. 6.) He is to prove that he abideth in 
Chriſt by following Chriſt's example, and 
by walking in his ſteps: for as Chriſt has 
made him upright, he will enable him to 
walk uprightly, becauſe his outward walk- 
ing is to bring glory to God, and good to 
mankind. The love of Chriſt in the heart 
is that practical love which the Apoſtle ſays 
is the fulfilling of the law: for it operates 
in the love of God and in the love of our 
neighbour, and on theſe two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. 


The upright man has a 19 fonſs of 
God the Father's being reconciled to him 
in Chriſt, Without this he could not love 
God: for a ſinner, conſcious of his having 
offended God and broken his holy law, can 
never be brought to love God until he be 


convinced that God loves Ki He may as 
ſoon | 
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| Toon love pain aud torments, as love an g 

offended God, whoſe almighty juſtice is to 
get itſelf glory by his deſtruction; but when 
he is perſuaded that God is Seccnelled to 
him, then he has with joy and delight re- 
ceived the word of reconciliation : for © we 
love him,” not abſtractedly, or metaphy- 
ſically, but experimentally, « becauſe he firſt 
„ loved us.” And when the Holy Spirit 
ſheds abroad the love of God in our hearts, 
and reveals to them God's firſt loving us, 
then we ſee God in a new light. We look 


upon him as our reconciled Father, and in 


this character he appears altogether amiable 
and lovely. Having taſted how good and 
gracious he is, we deſire from our hearts to 
Pleaſe him, and this deſire will certainly ope- 
rate in the two great commandments, the 
love of God and the love of our neighbour. 


The upright man loves God and walks 
with God. Love attracts, and unites, and 
thereby produces communion. The believer 
has communion with the Father and the Son 
by the bond of the Spirit; from whence are 
derived to him all the graces and bleſlings 
of the goſpel, which he receives with a 
thankful heart, and ſhews his gratitude by 
13 loving 
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loving what God loves. We know what 
God loves from his revealed will. This is the 
copy of his mind. And when the ſame 
mind 1s in us that was in Chriſt, then each 
of us ſhall be able to ſay, © I delight to do thy 
«mill, O my God.” The will of the up- 
right man is reconciled to God's will, and 
therefore the way of the commandments 
becomes pleaſant. There may be difficulties 
in it, but his love rejoices to overcome them. 
His ſpiritual enemies may tempt him out of 
the way, but love ſets him above their temp- 
tations. When the world tries to ſhare his 
heart with God, he rejects its offers with 
ſcorn, for he remembers that if any man 
love the world the love of the Father is not 
in him. Does it offer him pleaſure? His 
love has found other kind of pleaſure than 
the world has to give, even pleaſures laid 
up at God's right hand for evermore. Does 
it offer him money? His affections are placed 
upon the unſearchable riches of Chriſt. 
There is his heart, and there is his treaſure. 
Does it tempt him with honour? He defires 
only the honour that is of God. And thus love 
arms him againſt the temptations, which try 
to make his will act differently from God's 
will, His love being ſincere he has upright 
intent? = 


( 92 ) 

intentions, has a ſtraight view of things, ſees 
them with a ſingle eye, and therefore is not 
eaſily drawn aſide. God's glory is his one 
great end and aim. He has reſpect to it 
in every thing he dots, and is as careful of 
avoiding whatever tends to injure it, as if it 
were wounding the -apple of his own eye. 
And thus the upright man ſhews his love 
to God agreeably to what is written, If 
ve love me keep my commandments.” 


And his love to God not only enables him 
to do all things, but alſo to ſuffer all things. 
This is a very hard leſſon to fleſh and blood, 
hut love makes it eaſy. Every diſciple of 
Chriſt is called to follow him in the way of 
ſuffering. The croſs is our portion. Self 
indeed would be gladly excuſed the taking it 
up, but love to Chriſt enables us to deny 

ſelf, and to take up the croſs daily: For 
love endureth all things.” (x Cor. xii. 7.) 
Love can endure the ſharpeſt croſs, and 
chriſtians have rejoiced and been exceeding 
glat in bearing it. They have had trials of 
cruel mockings and ſcourgings, yea more- 
over of bonds and impriſonment — They 
were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, were 
. were ſlain with the {word — They 


wandered 
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wandered about in deſerts and mountains, in 
dens and caves of the earth, deſtitute, af- 
flicted, tormented; and yet they were happy 
under all their ſufferings . Many waters could 
not queneh their love, nor could the floods 
drown it: for they loved not their lives un- 
to the death. In the very flames they tri- 
umphed i in their lave to Chrift, and in what- 
ever ſhape death came they rejoiced in it, 
becauſe it would bring them to their beloved 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And thank 
God we have ſtill ſome men of the fame 
ſpirit, who know in whom they have be- 
lieved. Chrift is dearer to them than life; 
and if he ſhould call them to give proof bf 
it, his ſtrength would be perfected in them, 
and he would enable them to ſay with the 
Apoſtle— Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
« love of Chriſt? Shall tribulation, or dif- 

e treſs, or perſecution, or famine, or naked- 
„ neſs, or peril, or fword? Nay in all thoſe 
things we are more than conquerors through 
% him that loved us; for I am perſuaded, 
that neither death nor life, nor angels, "or 
« principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 


* depth, nor any other creature ſnall * able 
| e 
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& to ſeparate us from the love of God which 
&« is f in Chriſt Jeſus o our Lord.” of 


os ny * 


And $I the upright man has chis learnt 


to do and to ſuffer all things out of love to 


Chriſt, he will certainly Keep the ſecond 
great commandment, which is like unto the 


firſt, and love his neighbour as himſelf. 


There is no. brotherly love in the natural 


man. He may talk and write about it, but 


he cannot practice it ſincerely and diſinte- 


veſtedly : becauſe his views are narrow and 


ſelfiſh. St. Paul's character of the Romans, 
(chap. 1.) is true of all natural men; they 


had every temper that was hateful, and they 


were haters of God and hating of one another. 
But how then is brotherly love to be attained ? 
It is from above, from whence cometh every 


good and perfect gift. The apoſtle Paul 
fays, we muſt be taught it of God (1 Theſ; 
iv. 9.) And another apoſtle ſays, © Let us 
love one another, for love is of God; and 


te every one that loveth is born of God and 
« knoweth God.” From theſe ſcriptures it 
is. evident, that God teaches us brotherly 
love, .and when we are born of God, are 
made his adopted children in Chriſt, and 


know him to be our loving Father, then 
have 
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have we that faith which worketh by love, 
to God and to man. This working love 
prays for, and labours to ſerve both their 
ſouls and bodies. It goes about doing them 
good, ſeeking opportunities, and willingly 
neglecting none. This is the upright man's 
walking with reſpect to his neighbour. He 
is knit to him in love, and ſhews it by the 
labour of love, by doing every kind and 
good office that is in his power. And thus 
he walks in love, as Chriſt hath loved him, 
which 1s the higheſt degree of brotherly love: 
for-it is our Lord's new and great command- 
ment, that we ſhould “ love one another as 
$ he hath loyed us,” 


. Judge now, whether there be not good 
reaſon for the aſſertion in the text, The 
„ upright love thee?” Can ſinners be ſenſible 
of Jeſus's having done ſuch great things for 
them, can they experience ſuch a happy 
work wrought in them by the Divine Spirit, 
and not love God? It is impoſſible. They 
have been made thoroughly ſenſible of their 
being by nature eſtranged from God, and 
wanderers from the right way, and of their 
having no power in themſelves to return into 
it again, up found that they had no up- 
5 | rightneſs 
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rightneſs in them: for they loved what God 
hated; yea they hated God himſelf, becauſe 
he is the juſt avenger of fin. But upon hear- 
ing the report of the goſpel, that Chriſt will 
receive all ſinners who come unto him, they 
were ſtirred up to come. And they waited 
upon Chrift, until the Holy Spirit brought 
them good tidings of great joy. He ſhed 
abroad the love of Ged in their hearts, bear- 
ing teſtimony with their fpirits, that God was 
their reconciled Father, and they were his 
adopted children in Chriſt. And being thus 
made upright before God, in the firength 
of the Lord they walk uprightly. In their 
lives and converſations they make the two 
commandments, upon which hang all the 
law and the prophets, the rule of their ac- 
tions, loving the Lord their God with all 
their hearts, and with all their ſouls, and 
with all their ſtrength, and their neighbour 
as themſelves. And thus they give evidence 
of their love to Chriſt. This is the doQtrine 
from which in the i and laſt place 1 am 
to draw ſome gs inferences. 


And is what you hore now heard agree- 
able, my brethren, to your experience? If 


it 2 you are fate and happy. If it be not, 
tis I beſeech 


8 

I beſeech you ſuffer the word of exhortation. 
It is an awful and a ſolemn word, and may 
God accompany it with the effectual work- 
ing of his power. If you were upright, you 
would love Chriſt, but as you do not love 
him, hear and tremble if you have any love 
left for your poor fouls — © If any man 
“love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, let him 
* be anathema maranatha.” (x Cor. xvi. 22.) 
Conſider what it is to be under an anathema, 
to be curſed of God — curſed by his holy 
law; and to be finally excommunicated by 

that ſentence which 1s never to be reverſed — 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire.” If you 
make light of this at preſent, yet unleſs you 
repent, a time will come when you will wiſh 
you had never been born, rather than have 
died under the anathema of God. Oh may 
he now touch the hearts of thoſe ungrateful 
men who love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and may he of his grace and bounty give 
them to taſte of that love, which paſſeth 
knowledge. May he. that heareth prayer 
hear and anſwer, while I am ſpeaking a word 
to the formaliſt, who has ſomething of the 
ſhew, but no more of the power of en 
love than the careleſs ſinner. | 
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The formaliſt is rather decent in his out- 
ward behaviour — he attends regularly up- 
on the ordinances — goes a great way in out- 
ward matters, and has the air and appearance 
of a chriſtian, If you aſk him, whether he 
loves Chriſt, he is very confident he does, 
and is ſomewhat offended that you ſhould 
ſuſpect his love: but bring it to the teſt of 
ſcripture and it will not ſtand the trial; for 
the formaliſt not only has not that true love 
of God, of which the ſcripture treats, but 
he is alſo an enemy to it. He is the firſt to 
cry out enthuſiaſm, if he hear, that the love 
of God ariſes from the knowledge of our 
being reconciled to him in Chriſt. It is with 
him the very mark of this new religious mad- 
neſs for any man to ſay, that he loves God 
from a ſenſe of his having. freely forgiven 
him all treſpaſſes. 80 that the formaliſt, 
with all his outward decency and profeſſion, 
is rather farther from the true love of God 
than the careleſs ſinner: for the one has it 
not, but the other thinks it enthuſiaſm and 
madneſs to pretend to have it. And yet. the 
{cripture is full of this enthuſiaſm. It has 
thus aſſigned the grounds and reaſons of our 
love to God, We love him, becauſe he 
* firſt loved us. Here we are taught, that 
— * 
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our love to him ariſes from his firſt loving 
us; but how can we know he firſt loves 
us, unleſs he manifeſt it, and ſhed it abroad 
in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt. And in 
this way he does manifeſt it. He ſends his 
good Spirit into our hearts to let us know 
that he firſt loves us. Hear ye formaliſts the 
expreſs teſtimony of God's word: © The 
« love of God is ſhed abroad in our hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given unto 
* us.” (Rom. v. 5.) And until the Holy 
Ghoſt give you this love, be ye ever ſo de- 
cent in your . outward walking, you have 
none of the life and power of religion, but 
are dead in your fins: This is the opinion 
of our church concerning you: for thus ſhe 
teaches you to pray — O Lord, who haſt 
taught us that all our doings without cha- 
rity (or love) are nothing worth: ſend thy 
Holy Ghoſt and pour into our hearts that 
moſt excellent gift of charity (or love) the 
very bond of peace and of all virtues, without 
which whoſoever liveth is counted dead be- 
fore thee,” c. (Collect for Quinguageſima.) 
Charity ſignifies nothing more than love, 
And in this colle& the ſenſe, as well as the: 
epiſtle to which it refers, determine it to be 
che love of God: and if you have not this 
5 & 2 leve 
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love poured into your hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, let whatever elſe be in your heart, 
you are counted dead before God. Oh that 
Wo may bring you out of that dead lifeleſs 
ſtate, in which you are at preſent, and raiſe 
you up to newneſs of life, and place you 
among the upright who love Chriſt. And 


Whatever others may do, the upright will 
love Chriſt. Though other men may ſce 
no form nor comelineſs in him that they 
ſhould defire him, yet in their eyes he is 
altogether lovely. They love him for making 
them upright, and they give evidence of their 
love by walking uprightly. His will is theirs. 
They love what he loves. His revealed: will 
is the copy of his mind, and therefgne it 1s 
the rule of their converſations. Being made 
upright, and the ſame mind being in them 
that was in Chriſt, there will be the ſame 
outward walking. They will follow his ex- 
ample, and tread in his ſteps :' for how can 
their love to Chriſt act againſt its own na- 
ture, ſo as to hate his will? Certainly there- 
fore their love to him will ſhew itſelf in love 
to his commandments. And if a man ſay, I 
love Chriſt, and hateth his commandments, 


he is a liar, for he that . not the will 
| ; of 


— 


n 


of God, how can he love God? And this 
commandment have we from him, that he 
who loveth God loveth his commandments 
alſo. 


Is this your experience, my brethren? En- 
quire ſtrictly, and intreat the Holy Spirit to 
help you in enquiring, whether Chriſt has 
made you upright, and you therefore love 
him and his commandments. I have put 
you upon this enquiry, becauſe the ſcrip- 
ture puts you upon it, and becauſe there is a 
general miſtake concerning it. The ſcrip- 
ture has expreſsly mentioned the effects 
"- low from the love of Chrift in the 
cheſe effects we deſire you to manifeſt 
in your lives, We don't {end convinced 
wirs to the law, and tell them, If ye 
oule Venter into life, keep the eommand- 
ments. No, We ſend them to Chriſt, be- 
cauſe they have broken the commandments, 
and they muſt be pardoned, and receive juſ- 
tification to life from him, before they can 
keep any one commandment well pleaſing 
to God. But when the Holy. Spirit gives 
them, the knowledge of their pardon and juſ- 
tification, then they receive a faith that 
eee by love, a uy that . itlelf 
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to be from God by working in love to what 
God loves. Theſe workings of faith by 
love to God and man are the marks and 
evidences we deſire to ſee in your lives and 
converſations. We are authoriſed from God's 
word to call upon you for them, not as if 
they were your ſalvation, but as the certain 
effects of your being in a ſtate of ſalvation. 
The ſun cannot be without ſending out 
light: ſo love cannot be without producing 
its proper works — works as certainly flow- 
ing from it, as light does from the ſun. It 
works flow not out, we are certain there 1s 
no love in the heart: for there is no caule, 
' if there be no effects. en, I be- 
ſeech you, the nature of the love w vhich you 
think you have to Chriſt : ſee if it has the 
ſcripture marks of true love. Happy is he 
who looking into his own breaſt is able to 
ſay, © Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou 


„ knoweſt that I love thee: whom have I 


in heaven but thee: and there is none up- 
% on earth I deſire in compariſon of thee.” 
My brethren, can you take up theſe words, 
and repeat them with praiſe and thankful- 
neſs: If you can, may you go on rejoicing, 
daily receiving larger meaſures of divine love, 
and bringing forth richer and riper fruits to 
WR . the 
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the glory of God. But if you cannot, do 
you ſee your want of love to Chriſt, and 
are you hungering and thirſting after it? If 
you are, look up and aſk it of the God of 
love. Pray him to beſtow it upon you out 
of the riches of his free grace. And let us 
all with one heart and one voice intreat him 


in the words of our church to give us the 
experience of what has been now ſaid, pray- 


ing as ſhe hath taught us, — O almighty 
God, who alone canſt order the unruly 
« wills and affections of ſinful men: grant 
« unto thy people that they may love the 
* thing which thou commandeſt, and de- 
ſire that which thou doſt promiſe, that ſo 
« among the ſundry and manifold changes 


of the world, our hearts may ſurely there 


4 be fixed where true joys are to be found 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen.“ 


rere 
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SERMON IV. 


Chap. i. Ver. 7. 


Tell me, O thou whom my foul hweth, ' awhere 
thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy ye ta 


of at noon. 


HESE mind are part of a prayer, 
which the faithful offer up to the 
great and good ſhepherd. He had drawn 
them to himſelf, had pardoned all their 
wanderings, and had ſhed his love abroad 
in - their hearts, which made them pray 
for his ſupport and defence. They ftill 
found that they had many.wants, for which 
they expected a ſupply out of his fulteſs, 
and many infirmities, from which they 
deſired deliverance in his ſtrength. His 
grace was needtul every moment. That 
ſpiritual and. divine life, which he had be- 
gun in their ſouls, could not be carried on 
without his continual help. They wanted 
the bread that cometh down from heaven, 
and which is the life of the ſpirits of men, 

| . 8 2338 
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as much as they want the bread which 18 
the life of the body. And in time of trouble 
they wanted divine ſtrength. When aſſaulted 
with powerful temptations from within and 
from without, they durſt not think of at- 
tacking them, and much leſs of overcoming 
them, with the arm of fleſh, but they ſought 
to be ſtrong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might. This is the ſubject of the 
words now read; in which the faithful pray 
the great and good ſhepherd to tell them 
where he feeds his flock, and where he 
ſhelters them from the ſcorching heat of the 
ſun at noon—*® Tell me, O thou whom my 
„ ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt, "Hare 
thou makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon.“ 

| Here we bave 


1 Firf,\The amiableneſs of Chriſt's paſtoral 
office; every faithful ſoul can fay to the good 
ſhepherd, © O thou whom my ſoul loveth.“ 


Secondly, - The reafon aſſigned for loving 
him, — he nes his flock like a ſhepherd, 
And ; 


T birdy, He gives them comfort and 


ſtrength i in the time of ren trials, he makes 
: 5 his = 
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his flock to reſt in the burning heat at noon. 


And 


Fouribly, He ſaves his flock from me 
= trial of all, from Cent: | 


And while I am id to theſe parti- 
culars, may the Spirit of the living God 
apply them to all your hearts. May he 
convince you practically of the amiableneſs 
of Chriſt's paſtoral office, that you may be 
able to ſay from your own experience, O 
thou whom my ſoul loveth.“ Chriſt is the 
good ſhepherd, and in tis character he is 
altogether lovely. It is one of the ſweeteft 
relations that he ſtands in to his people, and 
is to them the fulleſt of comfort ; but then 
they muſt derive their comfort from knowing 
him to be their ſhepherd, and themſelves | 
to be his people and the ſheep of his paſture. 
Without this knowledge, ipcaking of his love- 
| Hineſs would be like talking in an unknown 
tongue: for what excellency can finners ſee - 
in him that they ſhould deſire him, if they 
were never convinced that they were loſt 
ſheep, who muſt for ever periſh, unleſs the 
good thepherd bring them back again into 
his fold? They, { {ee no form or comelineſs in 


4 
him, until they begin to find their want of 
him, and therefore when grace comes, its 
firſt work is to convince them of their wants. 
The firſt ſtep it ſets them in their way to 
God is to make them ſenſible of their having 
wandered from him. And all of you, my 
brethren, whatever your ſtate may be at 
preſent, had wandered from God. You 
had gone every man after the error of his 
own ways, and in the maze of theſe errors 
vou had wandered ſo long that you were 
quite loſt, You could not diſcover the way 
back again to God, or if any one was to ſhew 
it you, you had neither will nor power to 
take one ſtep in it. Sin had impaired, yea 
had deadened the faculties of the ſoul. It 
left the underſtanding in darkneſs, the will 
corrupt and always inclined to evil, and the 
heart and affect ons at enmity with God. In 
this loſt and helpleſs ſtate, and this is the 
ſtate of every man by nature, you were like 
ſheep that have wandered from the fold. 
This is a common image in ſcripture. Fallen 
man is there compared to a loſt ſheep, and 
this is a juſt and beautiful picture of him: 
for ſheep, as you all know, are ſimple weak 
creatures, who have neither force to reſiſt 
their enemies, nor wiſdoq to avoid them; 


they _ 
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they want ſagacity to find out the beſt paſ- 
tures, to defend themſelves from the incle- 
mency of the weather, and to find the way 
back again to the fold after they have once 
ſtrayed from it. There is not a creature in 
the world more helpleſs than a loſt ſheep. 
It muſt periſh unleſs the ſhepherd ſeek it out 
and bring it back. Now all the Sons of 
Adam are in this loſt and helpleſs condition, 
and the firſt ſtep towards their deliverance is 
a conviction of their not being able to do any 
thing towards delivering themſelves. Whether 
they be learned or unlearned, rich or poor, 
they are alike wanderers from God, and alike 
unable in their own ſtrength to return. It is 
exceeding difficult to convince natural men 
of this truth, and yet the goſpel can do them 
no good, until they be convinced. They 
Amuſt ſee, that they are poor loſt ſheep before 
they will ſeek after the falvation which the 
great ſhepherd has purchaſed for them; and 
becauſe it was neceſſary they ſhould ſee them- 
ſelves: in this ſtate; God has therefore been 
pleaſed to give them abundant proof of their 
being in it. The prophet David ſays (P/alm 
cxix. 170.) © I have gone aſtray, like a loft 
“ ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant.” But leſt this 
ſhould be thought his own particular caſe, 
On e God 
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God by the mouth of another prophet 
declares that it is the caſe of us all. All 
ce we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we have 
“ turned every one to his own way.” (7aiah 
Ji, 6.) Here all men without exception are 
ſaid to have gone aſtray like ſheep, and to 
| have turned from the way of God to their 
own ways, and naturally they are like loft 
. ſheep, helpleſs and unable to return. The 
people of the Fews were certainly in this 
condition: for our Lord ſays, he was ſent 
to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Mael, and 
not to them only, as if they alone were loſt: 
for © other ſheep, ſays he, I have, which 
« are not of this fold, them alſo I muſt 
&* bring” (back again to God from their 
wanderings, therefore they were loſt ſheep 
as well as the Jer)“ and there ſhall be 
“one fold and one ſhepherd.” 


If the ſenſe of theſe ſcriptures was not 
clear, and their authority deciſive, I might 
bring more proofs, but I hope theſe are 
ſufficient. They muſt be ſatisfactory to the 
members of our church, becauſe this is her 
_ eſtabliſhed doctrine both in her articles and 
homilies. The homilies upon the miſery of 
man are written entirely upon this ſubject, 
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and the tenth article ſays, that ſuch is the 
condition of man after the fall, that he cannot 
turn or prepare himſelf to any good, unleſs 
the grace of Chriſt go before to give him a 
good will, and then work with him, when 
he has that good will. If you never found 
yourſelf unable to do any good unleſs Chriſt 
| thould give you both the will and the power, 
you may call yourſelf a member of our 
church, but you are indeed a ſtranger to her 
conſtitution. And though you attend upon 
her ordinances, and take her words in your 
mouth, yet you deny them in your heart. 
What a mockery is it of God for a man to 
come to church, and upon his bended knees 

in the preſence of an all-ſeeing God to de- 
clare (which you have all done this day) 
'S Almighty and moſt merciful father, we 
| © have erred and ſtrayed from thy ways like 
© loſt ſheep,” and afterwards to confeſs 
There is no health in us.“ Is not this 
mocking God to his face, if a man does-not 
believe, or does not experience what he ſays? 
Let every perſon, who would be thought 
a member of our church, weigh the force of 
theſe words, and if he cannot ſubſcribe to 
his being a wanderer from God, and as un- 
able to return as a loſt ſheep, never more let 

1 re him 
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him join with us in our church's confeſſion, 
until he can ſay from his heart, that he has 
erred and ſtrayed from God's ways, like a 
loſt ſheep, and has no health in himſelf, or 
ſtrength to return. | 


It is then a plain matter of fact, that fallen 
man is in a loſt helpleſs condition. He is in 
it, but the worſt part of his fall conſiſts in 
his being inſenſible of his danger. He is 
loſt, but he does not know it; he is helpleſs, 
but his pride gives him high ideas of his own 
ſtrength. While he continues in this ſinful 
ſecurity, he ſees no want of a ſhepherd: and 
though he never ſends up one wiſh or prayer 
for help, yet the great and good ſhepherd 
does not forget his own. He is Jehovah, 
the true ſelf-exiſting God, the creator of all 
things viſible and inviſible; and this almighty ' 
and eternal Being vouchſafes to reveal him- 
ſelf to his people under the ſweet and amiable 
character of a ſhepherd. Whatever is loveiy 
in an earthly ſhepherd is to be found ſpiri- 
tually in our incarnate God. Is it expected 
of a ſhepherd, that if he loſe any of his flock 
he ſhould ſeek diligently until he find it? 
Is he to ſpare no pains, to refuſe no difficulty 
or danger in ſearch of it? Herein we have a 


6 

beautiful image of our Lord's paſtoral love. 
He looked down from heaven upon the chil- 
dren of men, and ſaw them wandering every 
one after the error of their own ways, he 
ſaw that deſtruction and miſery were in their 
ways, he ſaw the enemy of their ſouls, like 
a roaring lion, going about and feeking whom 
he might devour. His eye pitied them. At 
the ſight of their loſt and helpleſs condition 
the bowels of his tendereſt compaſſion were 
moved. He could not ſee them periſh; and 
therefore he. came down from his eternal 
throne, veiled the brightneſs of divine glory 
under a tabernacle of fleſh, humbled himſelf 
to the loweſt abaſement, to be born a ſer- 
vant under the law, to ſuffer, to die, yea the 
accurſed death of the croſs. To this infinite 
condeſcenſion he ſtooped in order to ſave 


. his loſt ſheep. This he expreſsly declares 


was the gracious purpoſe for which he came 
into the world: The ſon of man is come 
«© to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt.” 
Even they whom he has ſought and ſaved 
were loft as well as others, and as helpleſs 
as loſt ſheep, They had no defire, and 
much leſs power, to return to God, but were 
pleaſing themſelves with the errors of their 
own ways, when the Lord Jeſus ſtopt them. 

OE an e 


| EC 1ng 1 

He called to them and gave them ears to 
hear. He ſpake, and gave them hearts to 
obey. He drew them to himſelf, and ſaved 
them with a great ſalvation. And thus he 
was found of them that ſought: him not. 
And whoever thou art, whom he has ſought; 
thou haſt been made to ſee thy wanderings. 
If thou art indeed brought home to God, 
thou haſt been deeply humbled for thy turn- 
ing away from him; and thou art convinced 
that if Jeſus Chriſt had not come down from 
heaven to ſeek thee, thou muſt have been 


loſt for ever and ever. But now, being ſought. 


out by his tender care, and found, thou 
canſt tell of the love of this good ſhepherd, 


who has not only brought thee home to 
God, but has alſo pardoned thee, waſhed 


thee clean in his own blood, and juſtified 
thee with his. infinite righteouſneſs. . Thou 


art now admitted into his fold, and the ſenſe 


of what he has already done for thee will 


enable thee to go to him continually with. 


faith, and ſay, © Tell me, O thou whom 
« my ſoul loveth, where thou feedeſt; from 

what I have already experienced of thy 
6 DN aw I doubt not but thou wilt feed me 


with the bread that endureth unto ever- 


2 laſting life.” And this leads. me ſecondly 
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to conſider a reaſon here aſſigned for loving 


him, yy that he feedeth his flock like 
a ſhepherd.” 


The wirthly ſhepherd is not only to bring 
back the loſt ſheep, but it is alſo part of his 
paſtoral office, to provide for its future ſup- 
port. He is to ſee that it lack nothing, but 
is to feed it in green paſtures, and to lead it 
beſide the ſtill waters. And herein we have 

a lively picture of our Lord's paſtoral love. 
When mankind left God and turned into the 
ways of fin, they loſt that divine- ſupport, 
which is the happineſs of the ſoul, and they 

were ſeparated” from the Wände of life. 
The Apoſtle ſays, they were alienated from 
the life of God. And they had no means 
to recover it, nor indeed any ſenſe of their 
want of it. They were laying dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, when the Lord Jeſus brought 
it down for us from heaven, and they are 
ſtill in this dead ſtate, when he ſends his 
good Spirit firſt to convince them how much 
they want it, and then freely to beſtow it 
upon them: © For the bread of God (that 
% bread which ſupports the life of God in 
the ſoul) is he, which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” 


„ 

This is our Lord's account of himſelf, He 
came down from heaven to give this bread 
of God unto a world dead in ſin, and when- 


ever a ſinner receives it of him, then he be- 


gins to live unto God. This bread is the 
ſupport received from Chriſt's body and 
blood, from the merits of his obedience and 
ſufferings, which are applied to the ſinner 
by the Holy Spirit, and made effeQtual by 
the reviving ſtreams of his grace. And this 
method of feeding his flock is beautifully 
painted in the 23d P/a/m; the truth of which 
every believer experiences as well as David, 
and can therefore truly ſay, © The Lord is 
my ſhepherd, therefore can I lack no- 
e thing: he ſhall feed me in green paſtures» 
% and ſhall lead me forth beſide the waters 

„ of comfort. He ſhall convert my ſoul, 
« and lead me in the paths of righteouſneſs 

« for his name's ſake.” The ſheep of the 
Lord's paſture lack nothing : for he ſupports 
them with all things that pertain to life and 
godlineſs; and when they find themſelves 
thus ſupported, they will be full of love to 
their good ſhepherd, and they will love the 
means, which he has appointed to convey 
nouriſhment to his flock. In theſe means 


bo 4 * grown in grace, their love has 
. increaſed, 


1 146 
increaſed, and their hearts have been more 
inflamed with pure affection to their divine 
ſhepherd, and therefore they can always join 
-with the believers in the text in defiring to 
be led by his grace, to the places and means, 
in which he feeds his flock. © Tell me, O 
% thou whom my ſoul loveth, where thou 
'« feedeſt thy people, and the _ of thy 


2 8 


My bes, can you join with them? Is 
the good ſhepherd altogether lovely in your 
eyes for giving you the bread of God which 
cometh down from heaven? Have you re- 
ceived it from him? Do you find it ſtrength- 
ening your hearts, enabling you to die more 
to ſin, and to live more to God, to get 
power over inward corruption, and outward 
oppoſition? Happy are ye, if this be your 
caſe, for you need not fear his comfort and 
ftrength in time of great trials and troubles, 
as it follows in the third part of my text, 
he will make his flock to n in Kms burning 
heat at noon. 


The heat of the ſun at noon is in Fudea 
very violent and ſcorching. The faithful 
e will take care to drive his flock 

during 


( 17 ) HE 
during theſe ſultry hours to ſome cool ſhade. 
There he will defend them from their ene- 
mies: for they are weak and defenceleſs 
themſelves. All the beaſts of prey can with 
eaſe devour them; and in hot countries where 
the beaſts of prey abound, the ſhepherd is 
forced to watch his flock in the cold of the 
night, as well as in the heat of the day: for 
thus we find Facob deſcribing his. care of 
Laban's flock, I was in the day conſumed 
“ with heat, and with froſt in the night, 
« and my fleep departed from mine eyes.” 
And in the New Te/tament we read, that in 
the depth of winter, when our Lord was 
born, there were ſhepherds in the open field 
watching over their flocks by night. How 
beautifully is our Lords paſtoral care hereby 
repreſented ? For the ſhepherd of Mael never 
ſlumbers nor ſleeps, watching over his flock- 
continually night and day, and he ſuffers no 
enemy to come near to hurt them. He him- 
ſelf is a ſhadow in the day-time from the 
heat, and a ſafe refuge from the power of 
all their enemies. They have a formidable 
hoſt to contend with. Sin, and ſatan, and 
the world, and the temptations and troubles- 
in it, had taken captive the loſt ſheep, and 


law and Juſtice allowed them to be kept in 
23 — 
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bondage, until death ſhould ſeize upon them, 
and deliver them over to the place 'of tor- 
ments, where the worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched, From theſe ene- 
mies the Lord Jeſus came to ſave his flock. 
He ſubdued all theſe enemies in his own 
perſon, and does ſubdue them by the grace 
of his almighty Spirit in all his people. 
When he has ſought them, and brought 
them back to God, and fed them with the 
bread of life, then in the ftrength of this 
| bread he enables them to fight againſt their 
enemies, who are alſo his, and it is for his 
glory that they get the victory over them. 
The weaker they are, the more does his 
ſtrength appear, which worketh mightily in 
them and by them. And to encourage them 
to fear nothing but ſin, he thus exhorts 

them — Fear not, little flock, for it is your 
©. Father's good pleaſure to give you the 
* kingdom ;” and as it is his good pleaſure 
to give you the kingdom itſelf, he will cer- 
tainly . ſupport you in the way to it. You 
may be poor and weak ſheep, but 4c ſhep- 
herd is the Lord God omnipotent. You 
may have many infirmities, but he knows 
them, and is touched with the feeling of 
them, Lou may have many temptations, 

| but 
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but he will not ſuffer you to be tempted 

above what he will enable you to bear. Your 
troubles may be great, but he ſays, Fear 
« not, for J am with thee, I will be with 
„ thee in trouble, yea, I will deliver thee, 
« and bring thee to honour,” Who can 
doubt of his paſtoral love, that reads this 
ſweet deſcription of it in /azah, © He ſhall 
feed his flock like a ſhepherd, he ſhall 
“gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 
„them in his boſom, and ſhall gently lead 
„ thoſe that are with young.” In what a 
tender and affecting manner is our Lord's 
paſtoral love here repreſented? He feeds all 
his flock, ſo that they lack nothing. If any 
of them wander from the fold, he gathers 
them with his arm. Thoſe that are with 
young he leads 5 And thoſe that can- 
not go at all, he carries in his boſom, and 
lays near his heart. Oh what a W 
love is this! Certainly there never was greater 
love, except what our Lord ſhewed, when 
he laid down his life for the ſheep. In which 
inſtance of his love he is unrivalled. Other 
ſhepherds may have ſuch care for their flock, 
as to ſeek the loſt ſheep, to feed them all, 
to watch over them, and to defend them 
from their enemies, and nothing farther is 
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expected of them. But our Lord ſhewed 
his greateſt love, where theirs ends. They 
feed and fatten the flock, that they may feed 
and cloath themſelves with it. They live 
upon the flock; but he laid down his life 
for- the helfleſs loſt ſheep. He died to 
give them life : for the good ſhepherd giveth 
his life for the ſheep; which leads me to 
the fourth particular I was to confider, 
namely, That Chriſt ſaves his flock from 
the great trial of all, from death, — 3 U 


The faithful in the. text 8 included 
this, when they prayed for a reſting-place 
from trials and troubles. The raging heat 
at noon properly Wn the ſharpeſt trial 
with the laſt nem When fin and ſatan 
try their ut oft efforts, And ſet the King of 
terrors to attack and alarm the confcience. 
And they ſucceed with all natural men. To 
unpardoned ſinners how fearful is death. The 
approach of it is to them the beginning of 
endleſs ſorrows. But our Lord's paſtoral 
love has engaged to deliver the ſheep of his 
paſture from the power and from the fear 
of death. And here his divine affection for 
them ſhines: forth in a wonderful manner, 
which can no more be deſcribed, than it 
2 157 Can 
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can be imitated: for if all the holy angels in 
heaven, and all the creatures in the univerſe 
were to lay down their lives to ſave one loſt 
ſheep, it would be in vain. The Lord Jeſus | 
alone was equal to this great work: for he 
was God and man united in one Chriſt, 
and therefore his death was of ineſtimable 
and infinite value. By it he made a full, 
perfect, and ſufficient facrifice, oblation, 
and ſatisfaction for lin. St. Paul tells the. 
Corinthians, « I delivered unto you firſt of 

« all that which I alſo received, how that 
“ Chriſt died for our ſins according to the 
“ ſcriptures.” The ſcriptures of the Old 
Teſtament ſhewed in the ſacrifices of the law, 
that he was to die and to ſhed his blood for 
ſin. One prophetyh ſays; that Chriſt ſhould 
ſwallow up death#n victory: 


rr (FWaiah xxv. 8.) 
And in another Chriſt himſelf ſays, © I 
« will ranſom - them from the power of 
* the grave, I will redeem them from 
« death: O death, I will be thy plagues; 
* O grave, [ will be thy deſtruction.“ 
(Hoſea xiii. 14.) And the New Teſtament 
ſhews how' he fulfilled theſe ſcriptures; by 
the one ſacrifice of himſelf he aboliſhed 
death, ſo that it has no longer any power 
over the childron of God. 


But 
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But do not the children of God die as 
well as other men? Yes. It is appointed 
unto all men once to die; but death has no 
power to hurt God's children, and they 
know, by faith, that it has not. Here is 
their comfort. Each of them can ſay with 
Paul, Jeſus Chriſt loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me. By his death I live. I know 
him, and the power of his reſurrection: for 
I have experienced this power raiſing me up 
from the grave of fin to newneſs of life, and 
therefore when I go through the ſhadow of 
death I will fear no evil, for thou my 
almighty ſhepherd ſhalt be there with me, 
and thy rod and thy ſtaff ſhall then comfort 

me. Oo 


And thus Chriſt has delivered the ſheep 
of his paſture from the power of death, and 
thanks be to God who gives us the victory 
over the fear of it through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. He came to deliver thoſe, who 
through fear of death had been all their life- 
time ſubject to bondage. And he does de- 
liver them. We ſee many happy inſtances 
of his power to deliver. And if there be 
any of you, my brethren, whoſe hearts tell 
you that you are not delivered, conſider what 
Mei * 
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is the reaſon. Why do you, who call your- 
ſelves chriſtians, fear to die? What is there 
terrible in death to a true believer? And yet 
it is terrible to you; if it ſhould come this 
day, it would ſurpriſe you. Nay the very 
thought of it is painful. You put it aſide, 
and wiſh to forget it. All this proves that 
you have nothing more of chriſtianity than 
the name. You have experienced none of 
the life and power of it: for your fins are 
not pardoned, You fear death, becauſe the 
ſenſe of guilt is not taken out of the con- 
ſcience. © For the ſting of death is fin, 
« and the ftrength of ſin is the law.” While 
ſin ſtings the conſcience, and the broken law 
gives ſtrength to ſin, ſo that it ſtings the 
deeper, you muſt fear death. And this is 
the reaſon ſo many people called chriſtians 
are afraid to die. They don't know that 
their ſins are pardoned, and that all the 
demands of the law upon them are ſatisfied, 
by their good ſhepherd's laying down his 
life for them. Nay they are ſo far from 
knowing this, that they never deſired, and 
perhaps many of them think it preſumption 
and madneſs to pretend, to know it. My 
brethren, if theſe be your thoughts, you 
may be alluxed, you can never meet death | 


- 
- A > 6 Jt 
* * 
. — 


1 


with joy, until faith give you a clear, view 
of your intereſt in Chriſt: but when it ena- 
bles you to ſee him, obeying, ſuffering, and 
dying for your ſins, and as your all-prevailing 
interceſſor pleading your cauſe before God, 
then the ſting of death will be taken away. 
You will have nothing to fear: for then 
you will know, that all things are yours, 
whether life or death, or things preſent or 
things to come, all are yours, and ye are 


Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God's, 


If we ſum up, and lay together what has 
been faid, it will appear that Chriſt is alto- 
- gether lovely in the character of the ſhepherd 
and biſhop of our ſouls. What more could 
be done, than he has done for the ſheep. 
of his paſture? He has brought them back 
to God from the error of their ways, has 
ſupported them when they were brought 
back, has defended them in their trials and 
troubles, and has given to them eternal life 
as the purchaſe of his death. Theſe with 
all the other benefits of the goſpel were 
obtained by the good ſhepherd's laying down 
his life for the ſheep, and are now freely 
beſtowed by his grace, and thankfully re- 
een 55 faith. At preſent it is the great 
Perus 
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privitege of all Chriſt's ſheep to know by 
faith that they belong to his fold, and that 
they have an intereſt in the bleſſings which 
he has to give. | Theſe faith receives and 
enjoys: for we are in poſſeſſion of none of 
them, until they be applied, and it is faith 
that makes the application. When we re- 
ceive faith from the operation of God, then 
we know that all the benefits which the 
good ſhepherd has to beſtow are ours: for 
the language of faith is this“ The Lord is 
my ſhepherd, therefore can I lack nothing. 
He ſhall feed me in a green paſture, and 
„ ſhall lead me forth beſide the waters of 
e comfort. Yea though I walk through the 
ce valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear 
« no evil.“ When faith fears no evil, no 
not even death, then hope can reſt itſelf 
upon the care of the good ſhepherd, and 
the ſenſe of his love will produce love and 
grateful obedience. Thus the graces of the 
Spirit, faith, hope and love, are produced in 
the hearts of all that belong to Chriſt's flock, 
and are the ſheep of his paſture. They 
know their good ſhepherd, and are known 
of him. They know his voice and follow 
him, yea they follow him with joy, whether 
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he calls them to do o or to ſuffer for his name's 
fake. 


| If any of you think this is not to be clearly 
| known, your denial does not prove that God 


has not promiſed to give this faith, nor that 


he does not give it, but only that he has 
not given it to you: for the ſcripture has 
expreſsly promiſed it, and it is a certain 
matter of fact, that God is daily fulfilling 
his promiſes. And when they are fulfilled to 
any perſon, he cannot but know it. He had 
been all his life a loſt ſheep, wandering from 
God without any deſire to return; does not 
he know, when he begun to pray earneſtly 
that God would heal his wanderings, and 
bring him home again? How can he poſſibly 
be ignorant of ſo great a change in his 
own mind? When his deſires take a new 
turn, he that ſought for happineſs in the 
world, now ſeeks it in Chriſt, and has 
turned his back upon all that worldly men 
call rich and honourable, deſiring only the 
riches of grace, and the honours of eternity, 
how can the man himſelf not know this, 
when every one about him ſees it? When 
God has given him theſe defires, and he is 


reſolved by the help of divine grace to ſeek 
until - 


(, 

until he find by faith that Chriſt is his Sa- 
viour and his God, when his conſtant diſ- 
courſe is, Nothing but Chriſt, nothing but 
« Chriſt,” does not the man know all this 
time what he is ſpeaking and doing? Its 
certain he does, becauſe his neighbours know 
it and ridicule him for it, and when they 
cannot laugh him out of his religious notions, 
they leave him for an incorrigible enthuſiaſt. 
But if he does not leave ſeeking God, God 

will convince him by many undoubted 
proofs, that he is one of the ſheep of Chriſt's 
paſture. God will enable him to know 
that he is a partaker of all the exceeding 
great and precious promiſes of the goſpel by 
means of his union with Jeſus Chriſt through 
faith, and he will ſend the ſpirit of adoption 
into his heart, bearing teſtimony with his 
ſpirit, that he is a child of God. This teſ- 
timony cannot poſſibly be a deluſion, be- 
cauſe it is followed by a change, which the 
Almighty alone is able to effect: for being 
united to Jeſus by faith, he is made partaker 
of a new nature, with a new heart, and re- 
newed affections; he is a new creature, the 
old things of his former ſtate and converſa- 
tion are done away, and behold all things 


are become new. Hie ſoul is filled with 
| love 


ö 
| 
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love to his God and 8. 80 for doing tlieſs 
great things for: him, and ſhews its love by 
love to his commandments. When all this 


is done, may not the man confidently fay 


with the prophet, © The Lord is my ſhep- 


< herd, I am one of his people, and one 


4 of the. . of his n aſe 


Since then believers . I as certain Fe? 
Chriſt's being their. ſhepherd, as they were 
in the text, and can truly ſay with them, 
<« Tell me, 0 thou whom my ſoul loveth, 
<« where. thou feedeſt thy flock, -where thou 
„ makeſt them to reſt in the raging heat of 


< noon.” I have now brought the diſcourſe 
to the point Iaimed at, which was to pre- 


pare the way for this queſtion, and may God 


enable you to anſwer it to yourſelves honeſtly 


and fairly, © Is Chriſt your ſhepherd? Let 
every one of you aſk his own heart, © Is 
„my ſoul under the paſtoral care of this 
good ſhepherd? If you know by the 


marks before laid down, that he is yours, 


and you are the ſheep of his paſture, you 
will love him and ſerve him without fear in 


| holineſs and righteouſneſs before him all the 
days of your life. But if you know it not, 
or are not ſeeking it, it is incumbent upon 


me 


„ 

me to warn you of your guilt, and of your 
danger. You know not as yet that you have 
any right to uſe the words of the text. You 
cannot ſay to the great and good Shepherd, 
from a ſenſe of what he has done for you, 
4 O thou whom my ſoul loveth.” You know 
not that he feeds you with the bread of God, 
which endureth unto everlaſting life, nor 
that he is your defender in danger, your 
refuge in time of trouble, your ready helper 
In an hour of temptation, and your almighty 
ſupporter under perſecution. Nay, perhaps 
you may think theſe things cannot be known. 
From hence it is certain, that you are not at 
preſent a part of Chriſt's flock, and there- 
fore you have none of the bleſſings or privi- 
leges which belong to it; no pardon of fin, 
no ſenſe of juſtification to life; you have 
none of the life which Chriſt came to give 
to ſinners, no grace, no holineſs, no happi- 
neſs. God the Father is your enemy, his 
law has: condemned you, his juſtice is con- 
cerned to ſee the ſentence of the law exe- 
cuted upon you, and the judge himfelf has 
given you an awful deſcription of its execu- 
tion in the xxvth of St. Matthew. Con- 
ſider theſe things, my brethren. Weigh the 


importance of them, and ſee whether you : 
| . I oF | have - 
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hive not reaſon to look up to the great and 
goòd ſhepherd, and to intreat him to bring 
vou back to God from tlie error of your 
ways. May the Spirit of the living God 
ſhew you the danger of your preſent ſtate, 
and ſtir up defires in your hearts for deli- 
verance. May he enable you to ſeek it as 
dis free gift, and in the ways of his ordi- 
nances, until you experience the ſweet and 
comfortable doctrine in the text, and can 
Join in gratitude and praiſe with the Lord's 
people, and the ſheep of his paſture; to 
whom I ſhall in the laſt uy make a Ron 
þ SE 


My eien brethren; you have expe- 
rienced the love of the divine Shepherd, and 
therefore you love him, and can with full 
truſt and confidence addreſs him in the 
words of the text, © O thou, whom my 
* ſoul loveth.” In the ſenſe of this love you 
are happy. Knowing that the incarnate 
God ftands related to you as your all-loving 
ſhepherd, you can caſt all your care upon 
him: for he careth for you: He has en- 
gaged, and your faith can reft itſelf upon 
His promiſes, that you ſhall lack nothing. 
All things are yours: for yy are in tha 
5 | | hand 
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hand of your kind Shepherd and loving Sax 
viour, who will make them all work toges* 1 


ther for your good. He knows what is beſt + _ 
for you, and he will give it you. And you 2.48 
know it to be beſt ; be it ſickneſs or health, x 


poverty or riches, they are alike ſanCtified 
viſitations. You taſte of God's love in 
them, and you love him for them. No- 
thing can hurt you but ſin, and you need 
fear nothing but it: for all things but fin 
ſhall do you good. Outward trials and 
troubles ſhall be real bleſſings. They will 
drive you nearer to Chriſt, and keep you in 
cloſer communion with him, and thereby 
you will not only be a conqueror over them, 
but will alſo make great advances in the di- 
vine life. What ſhall ſeparate us from 
4 the love of Chriſt, ſays the Apoſtle. Shall 
& tribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, or 
* famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ?- 
+ Nay, in all theſe things we are more 
i than conquerars through him that loved 
* us, | + <0et 


Now is not this a ſtate greatly to be de- 
fired ? If ſomething did not blind men's eyes 
and pervert their judgment, would not they 
all out of {elf-love ſeek the happy know= _ 
N . * = 


E 
ledge of their being ſheep of the Lord's 


paſture, who lack nothing, and wha, have 
all manner of things that are Nl The 
great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls watches 
over them by his almighty power, ſuffering 


nothing to hurt them in their real intereſt, 


but ordering all things for their benefit. 
His very judgments upon the wicked are 


mercies to them. And fince he can thus 
make outward calamities work for their 
good, what muſt his acts of grace and love 
be? Who: can tell, how bleſſed the man is 
whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe 
fins are covered? Who has joy and peace 


in believing that he is pardoned and juſti- 


fied, who has the ſpirit of adoption in his 
Heart, enabling. im to cry, Abba, Father, 
and abiding with him to ſtrengthen, to 
comfort, and to ſanctify him, ſhedding 
daily more and more of the love of God 
abroad in his. heart, and making him fit 
and meet for glory. Muſt not ſuch a man 
be bleſſed indeed! Can you conceive a more 
happy ſtate on this fide of heaven? And 
do you not then defire it > If you do, O 


come, taſte, and ſee what happineſs this 


great and good ſhepherd does beſtow, pray 


to him for the experience of his love and 
| pow er, 
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power, and let us join in calling upon him: 
and ſaying, 
O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, the great Shepherd 

of the ſheep, who haſt redeemed them. by 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant, look 
down upon this congregation, and be gracious 
to thoſe who have no deſire to know thee to 
be the ſhepherd and biſhop of their ſouls. 
Shew them their guilt, convince them of their 
danger, and enable them with thoſe who are 

now ſeeking, to wait upon thee, until thou 
bring them into thy fold; and there feed 
them with the bread of God, and ſupport 
them in all troubles and trials until death be 
ſwallowed up in victory. Oh bleſſed and 
adorable Jeſus, give this whole congregation 
the ſweet experience of the doctrine we have 
been conſidering, and although we have all 
been as ſheep going aſtray, yet grant we may 
all return to the ſhepherd and biſhop of our 
ſouls, and be happy with him in time and in 
eternity. So be it, to the honour and glory 
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three perſons 
in one Jehovah, to whom be equal praiſe and 
worſhip, now and for ever. Amen and Amen, 
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SERMON V. 


Chap. 1. Ver. 8. 


| i thou I noc not, O thou faireſt among 


women, £0 thy way forth by the footſteps 
of: the flock, and Feed Wo" kids befide the | 
«ſhepherds tents, 


\HESE words are an anſwer to the 
prayer, which the believers had of- 
fered up in the preceding verſe. They had 
taſted of the love of the great and good 


| ſhepherd, and knew they belonged to bis 
| flock, and therefore they intreated him to 
feed them with the bread of God ive us 
this day our daily bread ; and to lead them 


in time of trouble and temptation to a place of 
refuge and ſafety. Each of them could thus 


Pray for himſelf, * Tell me, O thou whom 


e my foul loveth, where thou feedeſt, where 


c thon makeſt thy flock to reſt at noon: for 


40 why ſhould I be as one that turneth aſide 
* by the flocks of thy companions?” Why, 


mould I be milled wel them? If be followelf 


- the 


(6 
the flocks of theſe companions he would be 
turned aſide, and. conſequently they were not 
true ſincere companions of Chriſt, but only 
in name and pretence, 


In the words which I have now read we 
have the ſucceſs of this prayer. They con- 
tain a gracious anſwer from our Lord Jeſus, 

the great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls. The 
prayer conſiſted of two parts, and he makes 
a reply to each, © If thou know nat,” ſays. 
he, © O thou faireſt among women, go thy 
% way forth by the footſteps of the flock,” 
there you will find food,“ and feed thy 
„ kids beſide the ſhepherds tents;” there you 
will find ſafety. May his good Spirit en- 
lighten all. our underſtandings cleaxly to ſee 
the ſenſe of theſe words, and may he enable 
us to experience the power of them, and if 
it be his good pleaſure by means of what 
ſhall be ſpoken; 


Vici, In a ſhort paraphraſe upon them, 
and | ran þ 


; 1 In the 8 uſe and rler 
hon ] ſhall make of them, 
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Our bleſſed Siviour 33 the great and good 
ſhepherd of ſouls. His greatneſs makes his 
goodneſs more deſireable: for he is almighty 
to give whatever he fees his people want. 
Whatever they aſk of him, he is able and 
willing to grant it: for he is a God hearing 
prayer. His ears are always open to receive, 
his love is always diſpoſed to anſwer the 
prayer of faith. So ſoon as the faithful in 
the text had ſent up their petitions to the 
great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, the an- 
wer came down. Yea he himſelf brought 
it. He that ſpake and all things were 
made, he that commanded, and- they ſtill 
obey his commandment and hearken unto 
the voice of his words, he the God and king 
of heaven and earth ſays, F thou know not, 
if thou doſt not clearly and fully know, but 
comeſt to me for direction and aſſiſtance, O 
thou faireft among women. The ſoul is here 
poken of, as the church often is under the 
imilitude of a woman, and faid to be fair, 
fair even in the eyes of Chriſt, the bride- 
* groom of the church. And by what means 
was ſhe made thus lovely in his ſight? In 
Herſelf the was black and ſinful, and there is 
nothing ſo filthy and abominable in the ſight 
of the all-pure God, as ſin. He cannot _ : 
35 1 che 
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the leaſt iniquity, and mankind is conceived 
and born in iniquity, and by nature ſubje& to 
the wrath of God, how then can he behold it 

with approbation? Not until it be cleanſed 
from all fin in the blood of the Lamb. 
When it is juſtified by his righteouſneſs, and 
_ clothed with his graces, then it will be in- 
deed fair and beautiful; yea perfect through 
my comelineſs, which I had put upon thee, 

ſaith the Lord God, When Chriſt has thus 
preſented the ſoul to himſelf, not having ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but holy and 
without blemiſh, then he ſpeaks to her as 
perfect in beauty. © If thou know not, O 
thou faireſt among women, go thy way 
forth by the footſteps of the flock.” The 
great ſhepherd has but one flock. Although _ 
it conſiſts of a great multitude, which no man 
could number, yet they have but one ſpirit 
in them all, but one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptiſm. "They are of one heart, and 
of one mind; they walk by. the ſame rule, 
and mind the ſame thing. Though part of 


them be already entered into reſt, and others 


are ſtill in the world, yet they have ſweet 
fellowſhip and communion with each other 


in the unity of the ſpirit. And ere long 


they will he all gathered into one place. 
; | There N 


There will be but one fold, and one ſhep- 
herd: for in the diſpenſatien of the fulneſs 
of times God will gather together in one all 
things in Chriſt, both which are in heaven, 

and which are on earth, even in him. : 


And as the flock is one; fo is the way. 
There never was but one way, in which 
the Lord's lock walked. In the ame good 
old way, they that are gone before, and we 
that are following after them, 'muſt walk. 
Many diſputes indeed have been raiſed about 
it by men who are gone out of the way. 
The philoſophers of Greece ind Rome ſought 
by the light of nature, but could not find it, 
and our modern reaſoners are ſeeking it by 
the ſame light, and fill miſs it; but be- 
| Hevers are at no leſs, becauſe their Lord 
ended all diſputes about it, when he declared, 
&© am the way.“ He is the only way, be- 
_ cauſe no {inner can come to the Father but 
by him, You muſt walk with him in his 
way, if ever you be reconciled to the Father, 
and ſee his face with Joy. And what is it 
that brings us into his way? Faith, the one 
faith which unites the believer to Chriſt, and 
which is juſtifying faith, becauſe there is no 
ſaving faith but this. You may divide faith 
intq 
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info many branches according to its ſeveral 
offices, and .may give it ſeveral names, but 
if it be ſaving faith it is that which juſtifies, 
which by uniting us to Chriſt ſets us in the 
right way, and keeps us in it. And this 
faith all believers had under the Old Te/ta- 
ment diſpenſation; as certainly as we have it 
under the New, They proved that they 
had the, one faith, by the actings of their 
faith, as St. Paul has taught us at large in 
the xith chapter to the Hebrews; wherein 
he ſets before us the moſt celebrated per- 
ſonages in ſeripture, and ſhews what great 
things their faith enabled them to do and to 
ſuffer, in order to encourage us to follow the. 
"Rope of their faith. 
95 1 perhaps may enquirez whether the 
faith that juſtified and ſaved them was the 

ſame that we have now: the Apoſtle replies 
that there is but one faith, and if theirs was 
not the one faith, how could he. propoſe 
their faith to us, and exhort us to follow 
them, looking, as they did, unto Jeſus, the au- 
thor and finiſher of the faith? Our reformers 
have conſidered the xith chapter to the He- 
brews in the ſecond part of their homily upon 


faith, and they ſum it up in theſe words: 


an This 
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„ This is the Wa faith which theſe 
“% holy men had, and we alſo ought to have. 
And although they were not named chriſ- 
„tian men, yet was it a chriſtian faith that 
e they. had, for they looked for all benefits 

* of God the Father, through the merits of 
* his ſon Jeſu Chriſt, as we now do. This 
© difference is between them and us, that 
© they looked when Chriſt ſhould come; 
* and we be in the time, when he is come: 
therefore, ſaith St. Augs Hine, the time is 
& altered and changed, but not the faith?” 
In effe& they and we be all one; we have 
the ſame faith that they had, and they the 
ſame that we have, and therefore-in the text - 
we are directed to follow their faith, and 
more eſpecially the actings of their faith; 
* Go thy way forth by the footſteps of the 
«& flock.” You may ſee in what way they 
walked by the marks and prints of their 
feet, which they have left behind them. 
Obſerve thoſe, and tread in their ſteps. See 
what great things, how impoſſible to fleſh 
and blood, their faith enabled them to per- 
form, and go and do thou likewiſe. St. 
Haul has determined, that this is the mean- 
ing of treading in their ſteps, in Rom.. iv. 12. 
where he is ſpeaking of Abraham's being 
| the 
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the father of all thoſe who tread in the ſteps 
of that faith, which he had, being yet un- 
circumciſed — he is the father of all thoſe 
who can tread in the ſteps of his faith, who 
follow him in the actings of his faith, and 


can give ſuch marks of its ſincerity as he 
did. 


Try yourſelves then, my brethren, in this 
point, and examine whether you are fol- 
lowing the footſteps of the flock. Can you 
tread in the ſteps of Abraham's faith? When 
God called Abraham to leave his country 
and his father's houſe, he obeyed, and he 
went out not knowing whither he went : 
God does call you to leave the world, and 
the things of it, and to ſet your affections 
upon the things above; and can you, have 
you obeyed ? Do you live in the world, like 
Abraham, a ſtranger and a pilgrim, know- 
ing that here is not your home, but that 
you have a better country, namely a hea- 
venly, provided for you? Can you live upon 
the promiſes of God, as Abraham did, when 
all things make againſt you, and rely with 
full. truſt and confidence upon the divine 
faithfulneſs and truth ? Can you give up the 
deareſt object of your heart, be it Py child, 

if 


* ey 


| the jpotiteps, which you are to follow; for 
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if the God of all grace and love ſhould think 
proper to take it from you? Are you thus 
ſtrang in faith, giving glory to God ? Can 
you copy after theſe actings of Abrabam's 
faith ? If you cannot follow his ſteps, con- 
ſider what is the reaſon, Do you deſire it? 
If you do, have you not the promiſe of the 
ſame grace which Abraham had, to enable 


you to walk by faith and nat by fight? Are 


not all things poſſible to him that believeth ? 
Why then are you behind Abraham? Oh 


| haſten your ſteps, and get to the head of the 


flock. Let none be before you. You have 


the very ſame help that the father of the 


faithful had, therefore caſt aſide every weight, 
and the "= which doth ſo ealily beſet you, 
(it is {in that ſtops your courſe) and preſs 
toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God 3 in Chriſt Jeſus, 


But perhaps fore perſon may aſk, Where 
ſhall I meet with the footſteps of the flock 


of Chriſt ? Where are there any marks of 


them to be found ? That you might riot be 
at a loſs, God has been pleaſed to leave a 


lively and exact print of them in the ſcrip- 


ture. There you have an impreſſion of all 


the 
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the word Is a lanthorn unto our feet, and a 
light unto our paths, to guide our feet into 
the way of peace, and then to order our 
ſteps in it. St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. having drawn 
the great outlines of the Fewwrfh hiſtory, ſays, 
% That all theſe things happened unto them 
« for examples, and they are written for our 
«© admonition.” And having, Zeb. xi. deſcri- 
bed the actings of the faith of the Old Teęſa- 
ment ſaints, he applies them to us for our ex- 
ample, exhorting us to follow their faith; and 
he alſo propoſes himſelf for a pattern to the 
Corinthians, * Be ye followers of me, even 
„ as I alſo am of Chriſt” follow my ſteps 
ſo far as I follow Chriſt's. In this light we 
are to conſider the footſteps of the flock. 
Chriſt is at the head, and goes before his 
flock, they follow him, and tread in his 
ſteps, and we who come after tread in theirs, 
following them in the way, wherein they 
followed Chriſt. And all this is recorded 
for our uſe in ſeripture. We are to take no 
ſtep, unleſs we ſee ſome marks of the flock's 
having gone before, and taken that very 
ſtep; and when we are united by faith to 
Chriſt, and under the guidance of his good 


Spirit, we ſhall then ſee directions left in EE 


ſcripture, for every ſtep we are to take, 


And 


R 
| 
| 
| 


( 144 ) 
And thus, though it be not in man that 
walketh to direct his ſteps, yet the Lord 
will hold up our goings in his paths that our 
footſteps ſlip not: for the ſteps of a good 
man are ordered by the Lord, and he maketh 
his way acceptable to himſelf. 


This is I think the ſenſe of the firſt part 
of my text, namely, of treading in the foot- 
ſteps of the flock: the next words have very 
little difficulty, © and feed thy kids beſide 
e the ſhepherds tents.” Theſe ſhepherds 
are the ſervants of the chief ſhepherd, whoſe 
own the ſheep are. The miniſters of the 
Lord who have the care and charge of his 
flock are throughout the ſcriptures called paſ- 
tors or ſhepherds. And their tents here men- 


tioned are not ſuch tents as earthly ſhepherds 
pitch, when they are watching their flocks, 


but certain ſtated fixed dwellings, wherein 
they officiated as ſpiritual. paftors and ſhep- 
herds, The original word is not what our 


tranſlators commonly render tents, but ano- 


ther which always ſignifies to dwell or to in- 
habit, and which is of the ſame root with 
Shecinab, the habitation of the divine glory 
in the tabernacle and temple. 'The firit 


time it occurs is in the third of Gerefr, 


where 


1 

where the uſe and deſign of the cherubim 
is mentioned And God drove out the 
“ man, and he placed, he dwelt in, or in- 
„ habited the cherubim.“ We read of God's 

appearing in the moſt holy place of the ta- 
bernacle and temple over the cherubim; for 
which reaſon St. Paul calls them the chen 
bims of glory. And the whole tabernacle 


and temple, including the holy as well as 


the moſt holy place, with all their ſacred 
veſſels and apparatus, are generally called by 


the ſame word that is in my text, viz. the 
dwelling. Indeed it is commonly tranſlated 


tabernacle, but it ſignifies the dwelling-place 


of the God of ael, the place where he 
had put his name to dwell there. And 


accordingly, when the tabernacle and temple - 
were reared up, the glory of the Lord, that 
gloriqus and - divine perſon who was the 
reality of all their types and ceremonies, came 
and filled them. And it was upon account 
of his preſence in them, that the faithful 


could ſay, Lord, I have loved the habita- ag 


tion of thine houſe, and the place where 
thy glory dwelleth.” Theſe circumſtances 
may lead us to conſider the dwellings, men- 
tioned in my text, as places appropriated to 
a religious uſe, dwellings ſacred rather than 
ä 
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civil, ſuch as the ſhepherds dwelt in, when- 
they were acting in their office as paſtors over 
the flock of Chriſt, In theſe dwellings they 
reſided in order to diſpenſe the word and the 
ſacraments, and to adminiſter the ordinances 
to the Lord's people, and to the ſheep of his 
paſture : for here they were to feed the kids ; 
the original word is uſed for the young of 
the ſheep, as well as of the goats; for whom. 
the chief ſhepherd has a particular love and 
tenderneſs. He carries them in his boſom. 
And they lay near the heart of all the Lord's 
faithful paſtors, who watch with the greateſt 
care over the young and weak part of their 
flock, uſing every likely means to preſerve 
and ſtrengthen them, and withal ftriving 
much for them with God in prayer. No 
tender parent can be more concerned for the 

health of a weak and ſickly child, than they 
are for the weak in the faith. Knowing to 
what temptations they are expoſed, and what 
difficulties they have to encounter, they la- 
bour earneſtly to keep them near the ſhep- 
herds dwellings, in cloſe attendance upon 
the ordinances, for here they will be ſafe 
from danger, and will find food to ſtrengthen 
their hearts, and to enable them to grow in 
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I hope it now appears, from what has been 
ſaid, that the Lord's an{wer is dire& and 
full to his people's prayer. They had deſired 
to learn where he fed his flock, and where 


he made them reſt in times of great trials and 
troubles. He replies, with lips full of grace, 


If thou art at a loſs, O my beloved, whom I 
have purchaſed with mine own blood, and 
made fair and lovely with mine own righ- 
_ teouſneſs, go thy way forth by the footſteps 
of the flock, ſee in what way they have 
always walked, mark the actings of their faith, 
imitate them, and you will find the more 
you act faith the ſtronger it will grow. If 
temptations are powerful, and troubles many 
and heavy, and the heat of perſecution rages, 


and faith is ready to ſhrink back, and to 


give way, then keep near the ſhepherds 
dwellings. There are the ordinances, upon 
which in time of danger young and weak 
believers ſhould attend cloſely. The more 


they wait upon the Lord with the paſtors of 
his flock, the more food they will get for 


their ſouls, and the greater ſafety and ſtrength 
will they find: for where can the believer 
hope to grow ſtronger in grace than under 
the means of grace? Theſe are the inſtituted 
means of making believers ſtrong in the 
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Lord, and in the power of his might, able to 
withſtand in the evil day, and having done 


all to ſtand, reſiſting unto blood, ſtriving 
againſt ſin. 


This is the doctrine of the text, in which 
there are two rules laid down for the con- 
duct of believers. At all times they are to 
tread in the footſteps of the flock, and to 
follow the actings of their faith, and in 
troubleſome times they are to keep near the 
ſhepherds dwellings, that they may receive 
comfort and ſtrength from the uſe of the 
ordinances. Theſe are Chrift's own direc- 
tions to them that are in the faith. As to 
thoſe perſons who have never ſeen their 
want of faith, and are not ſeeking it, they are 
not concerned in what has been faid. They 
have no lot nor ſhare with us in this matter: 
for how ſhould they follow the footſteps 
of the flock, who are not yet got into 
the way in which the flock walks? All 
men by nature have turned aſide from the 
right way, they have erred and ſtrayed from 
the ways of God like loſt ſheep, and have 
neither will nor power to turn into it. While 
| they are in this Rate, they don't belong to 
Chriſt's flock, and therefore how ſhould they 
follow 


E 

follow the actings of their faith, who them- 
ſelves have no faith? My beinen are any 
of you in this ſtate? Do you know nothing 
of your having received faith from God as 
his gift, and wrought in your heart by the 
operation of his Spirit? Then you ſhould 
fear and tremble for your guilt and your dan- 
ger. Conſider your guilt. You have all your 
ſins, original and actual, to anſwer for, and 
before a God who is of purer eyes than to 
behold the leaſt iniquity. Conſider your 
danger. Have you not read, He that be- 
„ lieveth not ſhall be damned, and are you 
not afraid of damnation? For while your ſins 
are unpardoned every ſtep you take tends to 
hell beneath. And what is there between 
you and it? Think how near you are to it. 
There is nothing but this thin partion of 
fleſh, and this little vapour of life, this light 
air that you breathe, nothing elſe keeps you 
out of everlaſting burnings. And if God 
was to take away your breath this moment, 
Oh where would your poor ſoul be? Medi- 
tate on an eternity of torments, and while 
there is a moment left, uſe it, and flee from 
the wrath to come. Flee to Jeſus, the great 
and good ſhepherd, and try, whether he will 
not have thee, for there is ſalvation in none 

| | 2 3 other, 
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other. If thou art ſenſible of thy guilt and of 
thy danger, fear not. Apply to him, and he 
will get himſelf glory in bringing thee home 
to God, and in N thee one of the ſheep | 
of his paſture. | 


4 Although the directions in the text relate 
only to the faithful, yet I could not help 
' ſpeaking a word to thoſe who neither have, 
nor are ſeeking, the true ſaving faith. I pray 
God to make it uſeful to their ſouls; and I 
now come to apply the firſt rule here laid 
down. It is an anſwer to the prayer of the 
faithful. They had intreated Chriſt to in- 
form them, where he fed his flock; his an- 
ſwer is, Go thy way forth by the footſteps 
of the flock ; ſee in what way they were led 
and ſipperted, and 'what prints and marks 
they left behind them, theſe follow, and you 
will be carried ſafe through, as they were. 
Chriſt himſelf is the way; faith ſets be- 
lievers in it by uniting them to Chriſt, the 
| Footſteps are the actings of faith recorded in 
ſcripture, the great things which by faith the 
ſaints of old were enabled to perform, and 
| theſe things the ſeripture holds out to us for 
our example, and admonition. Now, my 
weikren, when you read of the power of - 


faith 
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faith in former times, do you find it as 
powerful in you? Faith is the ſame: for 
there is but one faith, and one Lord who 
gives it; he changeth not; he is the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. His pro- 
miſes are like himſelf, truth itſelf, and un- 
changeable. Why then is not faith as mighty 
in operation as it ever was? Why does it not 
perform the ſame wonders now, which it 
did formerly? In the xith of the Hebrews, 
we read of many ſignal victories, which the 
old ſaints obtained by the power of faith, 
and our church ſays (ſecond part of the ho- 
| mily upon faith) © St. Paul ſo much extolleth 
“their faith, becauſe we ſhould not leſs, but 
* rather more, give ourſelves wholly unto 
« Chriſt, both in profeſſion and living, now 
« when Chriſt is come, than the old fathers 
« did before his coming. And by all the 
« declarations of St. Paul, it is evident, that 
« the true, lively, and Chriſtian faith is no 
« dead, vain, or unfruitful thing, but a 
* thing of perfect virtue, of wonderful ope- 
ration or working, and ſtrength, bringing 
forth all good motions and good works.“ 
When you read of the actings of faith in 
former times, try yourſelves, my beloved bre- 
chren, and ſee whether it has the ſame won- 
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derful operation and working in you. Try 
whether you can follow the footſteps of the 
flock. The victories of their faith are marked 
out for your example; can you then with 
them triumph over all the enemies of faith, 
over ſin and ſatan, the world and the fleſh, 
death and the grave? Theſe are the enemies 
with whom you are to fight the good fight 
of faith; and theſe the faithful have defeated. 
Their faith conquered fin by apprehending 
and applying Chriſt's righteouſneſs for par- 
don and juſtification, and by drawing from 
his fulneſs grace for grace to ſubdue the 
dominion of fin. And are you growing in 
grace, and ſo ſtrong in faith, that when ſin 
puts on its moſt alluring dreſs you can with 
Foſeph and Moſes nobly reject its flattering 
pleaſures? When the devil throws his fiery 
darts at you, have you the ſhield of faith 
ready to hold up in your defence, againſt 
Which the rage and force of his darts is 
quenched and ſpent, ſo that you can ſay 
with Paul, J have fought the good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the 
faith? When the world invites you with its 
riches and honours, can you with Abraham 
and his deſcendants live a wanderer and a 
5750 upon i F that God is 
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your God, and that he hath provided for you 
a city not made with hands eternal in the 
heavens? This is living by faith, and not by 
ſight ; and this is the victory that overcometh 
the world, even our faith, Do you know 
that the will of the fleſh is enmity to the 
will of God, and therefore can your faith 
ſubmit to ſuffer the will of God, and with 
Job to bear it patiently ? In ſhort, can you 
with Paul rejoice alike in poverty and riches, 
in pleaſure and pain, in honour and diſgrace ; 
yea, can you with him do all things through 
Chriſt that ſtrengtheneth you? That is a great 
word—ell things—1 can do all things. And 
yet faith can ſpeak it without preſumption : 
for all things are poſſible to him that be- 
lieveth. It is poſſible with David to fear no 
evil, no not when you are going through the 
valley and ſhadow of death ; yea, faith can 
with the bleſſed Paul give thanks to God 


for giving it the victory over death e : 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


een ſome of tlic via faith, 
which it has already attained, and which 
are recorded in ſcripture for your intimation. 
And if you find any of them too hard for 
you, it is not becauſe faith has loſt” any of 

- its 


I 
its virtue and efficacy, but becauſe you don't 
put faith upon acting. Faith is ſtill al- 
mighty. Set it to work, and try its power, 
and you will find it can do whatever it has 
done; and why ſhould you doubt of its 
doing what God has promiſed it ſhall do? 
Surely the Lord's hand is not ſhortened. 
He can ſtill make faith as victorious as it 
ever was: for he left theſe great exploits 
of faith upon record for your uſe. Thefe 
footſteps of the flock were left on purpoſe 
for your encouragement, that you might ſee 
ho poſſible it was to conquer ſin and ſatan, 

the world and the fleſh, death and the grave. 
Theſe are your Lord's enemies as well as 
yours. It is for his honour that you ſhould | 
conquer them. And he promiſes you his 
help, the fame help which he gave to theſe 
faithful ſoldiers, who having fought the good 
fight of faith now ſtand confirmed:in bliſs, 
with crowns of eternal glory upon their 
heads, and palms of victory in their hands. 
Is it not a privilege to be enabled to tread in 
their ſteps ? Can there be a greater privilege ? 
Can there be greater happineſs, than to con- 
quer and to be crowned with them? Oh 
diſparage not then your Lord nor his gifts, 


[2 by doubting of the power of faith. Fear 
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not, only believe. Bring your belief! into act. 
Oppoſe it to your enemies, and ſee whether 
it will not make you more than conquerors 
over them. Whatever God has promiſed 
faith ſhould do in you, and for you, is he 
not almighty to perform? Doubt not then, 
whenever you are following the footſteps of 
the flock, but his omnipotence will be preſent 
with you to fulfil his promiſes, and you will 
find that all things are poſſible to him that 
believeth. | 


| Theſs Viftories indeed may be attained by 
them that are ſtrong in faith but perhaps 
ſome of you may fancy, I am weak in the 
faith—I muſt not aſpire to ſuch great things. 
Why not ? Faith is the gift of God. And it 
is mighty by His operation. Faith does not 
work in the ſtrength of nature, but in the 
omnipotence of grace. And grace is free— 
as free for you who are a weak believer, as for 
the ſtrongeſt. So that you may aſpire to 
great things. Put your faith upon acting, 
and ſee whether it will not make you equal 
to the greateſt things : For, 


Ales you are weak at preſent, yet 2 
it is not God's intention, that you thould 


continue ſo, He has | appointed the means 
of 
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| of grace for your growth in grace. Attend 


upon the ordinances, keep near the ſhep- 
herds dwellings, and there you will find 
yourſelves ſtrengthened and eſtabliſhed : for 
there is food Fo your ſoul. God has pro- 
miſed that his quickening Spirit ſhall be in 
the ordinances, and that he will render them 
effectual for the ends for which they were 
inſtituted. It is his grace that animates and 
enlivens them: for without it they are but 
dead letters, mere carnal ordinances, which 
proſit nothing to the edifying of the ſoul; 

but when he quickens them with his He 
preſence, then they build up and ſtrengthen 


the believer, and are the means of his grow- 
Ing in grace, Mot Ft 


If Hem any Ws you are ſenlible of your 
having but weak faith, wait upon God for 
the ſtrengthening of it. And wait in the 
ways of his ordinances, In them he has 


_ promiſed to be found of thoſe that ſeek 


him. You will find his Spirit preſent in the 
word, in prayer, and in the ſacrament of 
the Lord's ſupper. Keep near to them, and 
God will give you food for your ſouls, ena- 


bling you in the ſtrength of it to get more 


power over fin, and to be more alive unto 


Tho 
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The word is expreſsly ſaid to be the means 
of ſpiritual life, P/alm exix. 50. Thy word 


hath quickened me : and it is alſo the means of 
the growth of this ſpiritual life, according to 
the Apoſtle, © As new born babes deſire the 
« {incere milk of the word, that ye may 
« grow thereby.” But then, in order that 
we may thus grow by the word, faith muſt 
be mixed with it—St. Paul tells the The/ſa- 
lonians, 1 Epiftle, Chap. ii. 13. When ye 
received the word of God which ye heard 
of us, ye received it not as the word of 
© men, but (as it is in truth) the word of 
God, which effectually worketh alſo in 
« you that believe.” Faith makes it work 
effectually, and unleſs faith be mixed and 
incorporated, as it were, with it, it does not 
profit: for we are aſſured that the antient 
Jeu had the ſame goſpel preached unto them 
that we have, but the word preached did not 


profit them, not being mixed with faith 1 in 
Og that heard | it. 


Li} 


If you cannot mix faith with the word 


preached, ſo as to find yourſelf growing in 


grace and ſtrength, can you pray ? Prayer is 
the appointed means of receiving a ſupply 
of all your wants, from the fulneſs of Chriſt 


Jeſus. Alk, and ye ſhall have, all that he 
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E 
has purchaſed, and all that he has to give: 


for his promiſe is very extenſive, Matt. xxi. 
22. All things, without any exception, 20a. 
foever ye [hall off in prayer, believing, if faith 
has any ground in the word of promiſe to 
believe that it ſhall receive what it aſks, 3e 
fall receive it. Encouraged by this promiſe, 
aſk humbly whatever God has promiſed to 
give. Do you find yourſelf unable to follow 
the footſteps of the flock ? Cannot you keep 
near the ſhepherds tents ? But are you drawn 
the told eee oh of ſin and Go of 
the world and the fleſh? Pray for power to 
fight againſt theſe enemies, and Chriſt will 
make you more than conqueror. The more 
you pray, the ſtronger you will grow. Out 
of weakneſs you ſhall be made ſtrong. And 
by waiting conſtantly upon the Lord you ſhall 
renew your ftrength, ſtrength to mortify ſin, 
and ſtrength to be alive unto God: yea, by 
waiting upon God you will receive the fulneſs 
of joy ; for thus has the God that heareth 
prayer encouraged you to pray always and 
not to. faint—* Aſk and you ſhall receive, 
that your Joy may be full.” And, 


— "wi eu we wait upon God for the 
renewing ol our ſtrength and tor the fulneſs 


E 
of joy, but at his own table? Has not the 
Lord appointed that his body ſhould be meat 


indeed, and that his blood ſhould be drink 


indeed, being the true ſpiritual food and 
ſtrengthening of our ſouls. Our Reformers 
certainly looked upon the Lord's Supper in 
this light; for to the queſtion in the Cate- 
chiſm, © What are the benefits whereof we 
e are partakers thereby?“ they have given 
this anſwer, © The ſtrengthening and refreſh- 
« ing of our ſouls by the body and blood of 
« Chriſt, as our bodies are by the bread and 
« wine.” The elements are the inſtituted 
ſigns of that life, which Chriſt purchaſed by 
the offering of his body, and by the ſhedding 
of his blood. They are ſigns to all who un- 
derſtand their meaning, but ſeals to thoſe 
perſons only who are united to Chriſt by 
faith, and grafted as branches into the true 
vine. Wait upon him then, my brethren, in 
the appointed means for the continuance and 
growth of this divine life. Be found obe- 
dient to his command Eat this bread and 
drink of this cup Do this in remembrance 
of me, and you will receive ſomething more 
at the Lord's table than mere ſigns. In the 
bread you will by faith partake of the body, 

and in the ap you will partake of the blood: 
91 of 
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of chriſt, adminiſtering to your ſoul that di- 
vine life, which.he begins here in grace, and 
carries on for ever and ever in glory. 


Theſe are the iu itutedd means in which the 
weak in faith ought to wait upon the Lord, 
and he has encouraged them to wait upon 
him in theſe means with a promiſe, that he 
will therein be found of them that ſeek him, 
and will ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh their hearts 
in the faith. We are his witneſſes, that he 
is faithful and juſt to fulfil his promiſes. 
| We atteſt this upon our own experience. 
We found ourſelves growing in grace by 
attendance upon the ordinances. We ex- 
pected to receive freely what God had freely 
promiſed, and we were not diſappointed of 
our hope. And this will be your happy ex- 
perience, my brethren, who are now endea- 
vouring to follow the footſteps of the flock. 
Keep near the ſhepherds tents. Attend cloſe 
upon the ordinances, and you will grow 
| ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. And when you are ſtrong, beware 
of ſpiritual pride. Beware of being drawn 
away from the ordinances, as if they were 
not as neceſſary for you now as they were 


formerly, Remember that Foul Rand 1 in the 
| 8 Lord's 
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Lord's ſtrength, and he expects you ſhould 
wait upon him for the continuance of it. 
And if you leave off attending upon the or- 
dinances, becauſe you think you are ſtrong 
in faith, it is juſt as if a ſtrong man ſhould 
fancy he had no occaſion to eat any more, 
becauſe of his great ſtrength. Our ſouls 
want continual ſupplies of grace, as our 
bodies ſtand in need of daily bread. And 
God has promiſed to make the ordinances 
food for his children, and he daily fulfils his 
promiſes to them. They find the quicken- 
ing Spirit in the ordinances, communicating 
to them life and comfort and ſtrength, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral wants and neceſſities. 


And as if theſe were not ſufficient motives 
to encourage you to wait upon God in the 
ways of his ordinances, he has promiſed to 
do more for thoſe who wait therein, than 
they. can either aſk or think: © For fince 
« the beginning of the world men have not 
“ heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither 
* hath the eye ſeen, O God, beſides thee, 
* what he hath prepared for him that waiteth 
“ for him. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, 
and worketh righteouſneſs, thoſe that re- 
* member thee in thy ways.“ Jalab Ixiv. 
4, 5.) Let us then remember God: in his 


ways, and in theſe ways he will meet us 
with a bleſſing. Whatever he has promiſed, 
he will certainly fulfil. Wait upon him 

and you ſhall not be aſhamed. Follow the 
flock, and you ſhall be ſafe. Follow them, 
as they followed Chriſt, and you will be kept 
as they were. And let us look up to him 
for his gracions help to enable us to follow 
the ſteps of their faith, humbly praying 
to him in the words of our church, and 
ſaying — 


“4 Oh almighty God, who haſt knit to- 
together thine elect in one communion and 
« fellowſhip, in the myſtical body of thy 
„ Son Chriſt our Lord; grant us grace ſo 
to follow thy blefled lms. in all virtuous 
“ and godly living, that we may come to 
„ thoſe unſpeakable joys, which thou haſt 
« prepared for them that unfeignedly love 
"Yee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
« Amen.” Collect for All Saints Day. 
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SERMON VI. 


Chap. iv. Ver. 16. 


Awake, O north wind, and come thou Kalb, 
b blow upon my garden, that the ſpices 
thereof may flow out. 


JY the foregoing chapter the believing 
ſoul had been in a dull heavy frame, 
but being concerned and uneaſy about it, 
had deſired the quickening influences of 
Chriſt's grace, Chriſt here anſwers theſe 
deſires. He calls for the wind to come and 
blow upon his garden. The wind is the 
ſcripture emblem and repreſentative of the 
Holy Spirit. When he deſcended upon the 
diſciples on the day of Penzeco/f, he came 
in this his known emblem, in a ruſhing 
mighty wind, and it follows, © they were 
« all filled with the Holy Ghoſt,” filled 
with his gifts and graces. For the ſame 
good purpoſe. his influence is here required, 
He is to blow upon the garden with his 
ſeveral operations, to quicken thoſe. things, 
L 2 that 
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that were ready to die, and to bring fort fr 
the ſweet perfumes of the graces of his own 


vo planting. « Awake, O north wind, and 
come thou ſouth—blow upon my garden, 
that the ſpices thereof may flow out.” 


May the enlivening Spirit bring the ſweet 
experience of theſe words to all your hearts, 
As he is the omnipreſent God, he 1s here 
with us ; Oh that he may be preſent in theſe 


his gracious offices. Like the ſharp penetrat- 
ing north wind may he awaken conviction, 


and then come like the mild and ſoft ſouth 
wind with his comforts, that he may plant 


his graces in us, and cauſe the ſpices of them 


to flow out. God grant theſe may be the 
happy effects of our .. 


The ſenſe and meaning of the 
words. 


Secondly, Of our defending the doctrine 
contarned in them. And 


22 birdly of our r applying then to our ſpi- 
ritual uſe and benefit. 


And Firh, Let us conſider the ſenſe of 
the words. Chriſt is the ſpeaker. He had 


been 


been comparing the church to a garden, 
which he had encloſed from the wilderneſs 
of the world. He had taken it in for his 
own uſe, and had ſet in it trees of righteouſ- 
neſs, which he had moved out of the com- 
mon waſte, where they grew wild by na- 
ture, and had tranſplanted them into his 
garden. The faithful are the trees, which 
the heavenly huſbandman ſets in his own pa- 
radiſe. And by his cultivation, by being 
watered with his grace, and by clear ſhining 
after rain, from being wild and barren by 


nature they are changed, and they becom2 


trees of righteouſneſs, the planting of the 
Lord, that he may be glorified: For here- 
in, ſays the bleſſed Jeſus, is my Father 
« glorified, that ye bring forth much fruit.” 
The Lord has no barren trees in his para- 
diſe. Before he tranſplanted them they were 
a ſeminary of all evil weeds, they brought 


forth nothing that was good ; but when once 


ſet in his garden they had a new ſpirit 


put into them, from whence come the ſeeds 


of all graces. For thus Chriſt in this chap- 
ter deſcribes his garden. Its plants are an 
orchard of pomegranates, with pleaſant fruits, 


camphire with ſpikenard — ſpikenard and 


laffron, calamus and cinnamon, with 19 
= To 3 b 5 trees 
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trees of frankincenſe, myrrh iid aloe , with 
all the chief ſpices. Upon this Garden thus 
enriched like the paradiſe of God, he calls 
the wind to blow, that it might bring forth 
the fragrancy of all its chief ſpices. The 
wind is the agent, that was to make them 
flow out. And wind is air in motion—air 
in action. This was the firſt mover in the 
formation of the world, and it is ſtill the 
principal mover in the finden and growth 
of every tree and plant. Natural hiſtorians 
have lately demonſtrated by undoubted ex- 
periments, that none of them can live with- 
ro air. They want it as much as animals 
do. By it the odoriferous kind diffuſe their 
ig The air is the cauſe that firſt 
draws ont, and then ſpreads abroad their 
ſweet perfumes. And by it the fruit-bearing 
kind will ſoon be adorned with beautiful 
bloſſoms, and in their ſeaſon with rich and 
ripe fruit. Their vegetable life with all the 
operations of it depends upon the air, in like 
manner as our ſpiritual life with all the ope- 
rations of it depends upon the Holy 328 
of whom the air was the inſtituted type. 
our preſent embodied ſtate we cannot "a 
ſpiritual, but through the glaſs of 'material 
objects. We are confined to ſenſe. And 
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therefore God has been pleaſed to make uſe 
of ſenſible things in nature to repreſent the 
ſpiritual things in grace. He has drawn a 
juſt and perfect parallel. In the works of 
creation he has given us an expreſſive image 
of every ſpiritual object, with which he ſaw 
it needful for us -to be acquainted. Of 
himſelf, of his eſſence, of his perſonality ; 
and of the offices of the divine perſons in 
the œconomy of the covenant, he has ſet 
before our eyes in the agency of nature a 
lively picture: for the grand agent in nature 
is the air, which is one in eſſence, whether 
it be rarified to its ſmalleſt parts in the ac- 
tion of fire at the orb of the ſun, or ſent out 
in light, or returned in groſs air to maintain 
and carry on this action of fire at the orb of 
the ſun, in which ſoever of theſe three dif- 
tinct operations it be employed it is ſtill air: 
and accordingly this unity of its eſſence, and 
diſtinction of its threefold agency, is declared 
in ſcripture to be the inſtituted type, in which 
we are to read the unity of the divine eſſence 
and the offices of the three divine perſons. 
'The P/almi/t referring to the created image 
lays, The heavens declare the glory of God. 
The heavens are not empty ſpace, for that . 
could declare nothing, but they Are the air 
| L 4 ian 
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in its three diſtinct offices, each of which is 
a record of God's glory. For as the Apoſtle 
explains the point, © The inviſible things of 
God are clearly ſeen from the creation of 
e the world;” the inviſible things themſelves 
cannot be ſeen, but they may be ſeen by the 
creation, and underſtood by the things 
that are made, even his eternal power and 
„ Godhead.” So that there is a picture in 
the things which are made, whereby we 
may underſtand the things of God which are 
not made. And this picture, ſo far as I am 
concerned to explain it at preſent, is the 
threefold agency of the air, in which are 
repreſented the offices of the three divine 
agents in carrying on the work of ſalvation, 
The covenant itfelf, and the diſtinct offices 
of the perſons, were for the equal glory of 
each. It pleaſed the Father to get glory to 
the divine juſtice and holineſs by demanding 
Full ſatisfaction for ſin.—He was the aven- 
ger of ſin, and therefore air in the action of 
fire is his emblem: he is called in ſcripture a 
conſuming, a devouring fire, and a jealous 
God. It pleaſed the Son to get glory. to the 
divine love and mercy by paying this ſatis- 


ine det, therefore his conftant name in 
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material world, as he is the life of the ſpiri- 
tual world. And it pleaſed the Eternal Spirit 
to get glory to all the divine attributes by 
inſpiring dead ſinners with a deſire to be 
raiſed to newneſs of life, and then by breath- 
ing it into their ſouls, and carrying it on 
through the life of grace until he bring 
them to the life of glory, and therefore 
he knows no other name in ſcripture than 
ſpirit, or air in motion. The very ſame 
word that ſtands for the breath we breathe, 
both in the Hebrew and Greek, ſignifies the 
Holy Spirit. Why was this the uſage of 
ſeripture? Was it from the poverty of theſe 
languages? No. It was to ſhew us the per- 
fect likeneſs and reſemblance there is be- 
tween what air does to the body, and what 
the Holy Spirit does to the ſoul. He is the 
breath of its life. Our ſouls can no more 
live to God, without his grace, than our 
bodies can without air. And after we have 
received his grace, are quickened and made 
alive by it, we want its influence every mo- 
ment to ſupport and to carry on the life 
which he has given, in like manner as we 
want breath every moment to ſupport and 
to carry on our animal life; without it the 
body can do no work - without his grace 
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the ſoul can do none. The neceſſity of his 
continually breathing into our , ſouls the 


breath of life, is beautifully repreſented in 


the text. He 1s there deſcribed. under his 
known emblem, wind or air in motion; and 
what air is to the trees of the garden, that is 
he to the ſpirits of men. Both are alike ne- 
ceſſary. Nothing can grow in the garden 
without air, neither can any grace grow in 
our ſouls unleſs the Holy Spirit act in theſe 
his two offices. Awake, O north wind, and 


come thou ſouth wind. The ſun is never in 
the northern point of the heavens, and there- 


fore the north wind is cold, ſharp, and pierc- 
ing — But the ſun is always in the ſouth, 
and therefore the ſouth wind is of a contrary 
quality, being warm, ſoft and comforting— 


the influences of both are neceſſary. The 
north wind was to awake. It was to be the 
firſt mover: the Holy Spirit was to begin in 


this office. For all men lay in the dead 
leep of fin, without the leaſt motion of ſpi- 
ritual life, until the Holy Spirit awaken them. 
And his general method of awakening ſin- 


ners is to inſpire them with conviction of fin. 
He opens their eyes, ſnews them their guilt, 
and lets them ſee their danger. And this is 
very painful and diſtreſſing, and therefore it 


is 
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is compared to the north wind, which in 
the firſt work of grace awakens and acts 
with all the ſharpneſs of conviction upon the 
ſinner's heart. Here Chriſt calls it to act 
upon the faithful members of his church, 
not to bring them into the deep diſtreſs 
which perſons under conviction of ſin are 
commonly in, but to preſerve in them a 
lively ſenſe of their own inſufficiency, and 
of their dependance upon him. This is ne- 
ceſſary to keep them always humble, and to 
make them always ready to aſcribe the glory 
of what God has done in them to the riches 
of his free grace. And therefore we find 
that the Holy Spirit works this temper in all 
the faithful, None have ſuch clear hum- 
bling views of themſelves as they have, 
which empty them of ſelf, and diſpoſe them 
to receive more and more of the ſweet in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. And theſe are 
here deſcribed under the character of the 
ſouth wind — gentle, and mild, and com- 
forting. It is obſervable, | that the ſouth _ 


wind was not to awake, but to come — the 


ſinner muſt be awakened, and convinced of 
his guilt and danger before he is comforted. 
This is God's method of acting. His good 
Spirit firſt , men feel how miſerable 

they 
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they are without a Saviour, and then he 
gives them the comfort of knowing their in- 


' tereſt in him. He awakes and blows upon 


them like the ſharpeſt blaſts of the pinching 
north wind, and then he comes with the 
comfortable breathings of the - gentle ſouth. 
Both theſe are neceſſary : for Chriſt calls for 


both to blow upon his garden. The origi- 


nal word here rendered 10 blow, is tranſlated 
in the 2d chapter of Gene/ts, to breathe— 
when ſpoken. of God's infuſing an immortal 
ſpirit into the body of Adam. And the 
„ Lord God formed the man of the duſt of 
* the ground, and breathed into his noſtrils 


„ a ſoul of lives.” Elibu aſcribes this to 
the Holy Spirit, as an œconomical act of his 


office, Fob xxxiii. 4. The Spirit of God 


% hath made me, and the breath of the Al- 


« mighty hath given me life.” In the very 
ſame manner our Lord repreſented the ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit, ohn xx. 22. He 
“ breathed on his diſciples and ſaid, Receive 
ye the Holy Ghoſt; he breathed on them 
to denote by this outward and viſible ſign, 
the inward and ſpiritual breathing of the 
Holy Spirit, which he then gave them. Our 
ſouls are not alive to God, until he infuſe 
into them his divine breath, as you may 
CHEE read 


* 
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read at large in the parable of the dry bones, 
Exel. xxxvii. And his continual breathing 
upon the faithful ſoul is as neceſſary as this 
firſt act, and therefore it is ſpoken of in the 
text by the ſame word. Breathe with 
every gracious influence, O divine Spirit, 
« upon my faithful people, that the ſpices 
in them may flow out.” The ſpices are 
certainly the graces of Chriſt, which he freely 
beſtows upon us who are united to him the 
head of life and influence, and which are 
quickened and exerciſed by his good Spirit. 
And when he enables us to bring them into 
continual uſe and practice, then they become 
an odor of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice accept- 
able, well pleaſing unto God. | ; 

The words thus explained offer theſe par- 
ticulars to our ſerious conſideration. Fiyſ, 
We are here reminded of the ſtate in which 
all men are while they continue in the bar- 
ren deſolate wilderneſs of nature. Secondly, 
Me learn by what means Chriſt's people are 
. tranſplanted out of the wilderneſs into the 
garden of the Church, where they grow and 
flouriſh; and 7hirdly, the cauſe is deſcribed 
that makes the ſpices in them to flow out, 
and enables them to bring forth fruit unto 
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everlaſting life. Theſe are the great truths 
contained in the text, which I am under my 


ſecond general head to defend from the au- 
thority of God's word. 


And firſt, our ſtate by nature is not a 
ſtate of grace. We are not born in the gar- 
den of the church, but in the wilderneſs 
of the world, in a dry barren land, where 
no water is—no dew nor rain, no kindly 
influence of heaven, to make -us grow in 
grace. In this barren ſoil we ate like the 
wild olive-tree—we bear no fruit, until the 
heavenly huſbandman move us, and graft us 
contrary to nature into the good olive tree : 
for you know it 1s contrary to nature to graft 
a wild ſcion upon a good ſtock, it is againſt 
the common practice in all other trees but 
the olive. And therefore the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 
uſes this inſtance to repreſent the taking of 
the Gentiles into the church of God. The 
wild olive, like man in his natural ſtate, 
bears no fruit, but when he is grafted like 
the wild ſcion upon the good olive, then he 
bears forth fruit abundantly. He can bear 
no fruit of ' ſelf : for our bleſſed Saviour, 
ſpeaking af the branches not bearing fruit, 


except they abide in the ſtock upon which 
they 


4 


they were grafted, declares, No more can ye 
except ye abide in me, for without me ye 
can do nothing. In yourſelves you are like 
the ground, which was curſed for your ſakes, 
and which naturally brings forth nothing but 
thorns and thiſtles. 


When the Holy Spirit firſt begins to move 
in our hearts, he convinces us of theſe truths. 
He lets us ſee how barren we are by nature, 
and unfruitful. He ſhews us that in us 
dwelleth no good thing, and that we have 
nothing but fin in ourſelves—He makes us 
feel the burden of our ſins—lt prefleth us 
. fore, and forceth us to cry out earneſtly for 
deliverance ; when he has thus like the north 
wind, pierced us with the ſharpneſs of con- 
viction, then is he ready to adminiſter com- 
fort, by tranſplanting us out of the wilder- 
neſs into the garden of his church, where, 
under his mild influence we may grow and 
Aouriſh; and this is the ſecond doctrinal 
point in the text worthy of our conſidera- 
tion, | 


We cannot tranſplant ourſelves, any more 
than a tree in a bad ſoil can tranſplant itſelf 
into a good one. But all the faithful are 

1 the 
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the trees of the Lord's planting. They are 
taken out of the wilderneſs, and removed into 
the paradiſe of God, where they are ſet, that 
they may be called trees of righteouſneſs, the 

_ planting of the Lord, that he may be glo- 
rified in their bearing much fruif. The 
whole work of bringing us from a barren to 
a fruitful ſtate, from a bad ſoil to a good 
one, is the Lord's. It is he who maketh us 
to be like a tree planted by the water-ſide, 
that will bring forth his fruit in due ſea- 
ſon, his leaf alſo ſhall not wither; and look, 
whatſoever he doth it ſhall proſper. As 
it is the action of the air, which firſt be- 
gins and afterwards carries on the vegetable 
life in every tree and plant — ſo is it the 
action of the Spirit which firſt begins and 
afterwards carries on ſpiritual life. We ſhould 
not even have a deſire for it, unleſs he put 
it into our hearts, and the carrying of it on 
is the continuance of his work, as much as 
the life of a tree depends on the continuance 
of the action of the air upon it: for we are 
helpleſs and without ſtrength either to begin 
or to carry on ſpiritual life, but as we are 
endued with power from on high. All the 
work is the Lord's: for it is he who worketh 
in us both to will and to do. _ | 
| Now 
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Now it is the ſame hand, which firſt 
plants us, that afterwards waters us with the 
dew of his heavenly grace, and makes us 
fruitful. This is the third doctrinal point in 
the text. All our graces come from the 
Holy Spirit. He firſt plants them in us, and 
then makes the ſpices of them to flow out. 
We cannot doubt of theſe truths, becauſe 
we have often aſſented to them, when we 
repeated the Nicene Creed. I wiſh we had 
all experienced the truth of the words I 
„believe in the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and 
« giver of life“ —he is the Lord and giver 
of all ſpiritual and divine life. The life it- 
ſelf, whereby we live unto God, and all the 
offices of it, worketh in us that one and the 
ſelf- ſame Spirit, dividing unto every man his 
own gifts, as he will. His own gifts are all 
the graces of the Chriſtian life, Faith, hope; 
love, with every ſweet and heavenly temper, 
are his gifts: for they are called the fruits 
of the Spirit. Sin is our own. Our ſoil 
bears nothing elſe. It grows weeds; thorns 
and thiſtles, without any cultivation. Our 
earth is a mother to them, but a ſtep-mother 
to every grace. Whatever there is in us be- 
ſides weeds, is the free gift of the Holy Spirit, 
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every ſtep we take in our Chriſtian life is 
from him. And when he has inſpired any 
thing good into us, he does not leave us to 
ourſelves to improve it. No: It is God 
that giveth the increaſe. He worketh in us 
both to will and to do, according to the 
Hſalmiſt's prayer, © Stabliſh the thing, O 
« God, that thou haſt wrought in us.” He 
ſtirs up his own gifts and graces—keeps 
them in exerciſe—and makes the ſpices of 
them to flow out. When we work in his 
ſtrength, we work what 1s well pleaſing, 
God the Father ſees us in his Son, parta- 
kers of his righteouſneſs, and led by his Spi- 
rit, and then the ſweet odour of our ſervices 
aſcends with acceptance . to the throne of 
his grace. St. Fobn has given us a beautiful 
image of the manner in which our very 
beſt ſervices, even the prayers and praiſes of 
God's own people, become acceptable. It is 
not for any merit in them. It is not becauſe 
they flow from fervent affections, that they 
are ſet before God as incenſe, and that the 
lifting up of our hands is an evening facrifice. 
But it 18 through Chriſt that our very..prayers 
are pleaſing unto the Father; for thus we. 

read Rev. viii. 2. That Sac angel, of. 


6 the . our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, came 
ä 0 and 
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& and ſtood at the altar having a golden cen- 
„ ſer, and there was given unto him much 
„ incenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the 
« prayers of all ſaints upon the golden altar, 
„ which was before the throne; and the 

“ ſmoke of the incenſe, which came with 
„the prayers of the ſaints, aſcended up 
& with acceptance before God out of the 
„ angel's hand.” Here we ſee that our beſt 
prayers are nothing worth, unleſs preſented 
before God by the Redeemer, and perfumed 
with the ſweet incenſe of his merits. When 
he preſents them before the throne of grace, 
they then become his prayers, and how can 
the Father deny the requeſts of his beloved 
Son? He will anſwer them, either by giving 
us what we aſk, or ſomething elſe; that 
he ſees will be much better for us. If then 
we would profit and be fruitful under the 
means of grace, if we would have the ſpices 
of our prayers and praiſes, and our other re- 
ligious ſervices, to aſcend with acceptance be- 
fore God, let us look up to the Holy Spirit, 
and intreat him to enable us to apply what 
has been ſaid to our own hearts. And may 
he blow upon us with his gracious imp 

tion: while I am, in the 
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Third place, Drawing ſome practical in- 
ferences from what has been ſaid. 


The church is here compared to a garden; 
the faithful to trees of righteouſneſs, . which 
the Lord hath planted ; the Holy Spirit to 
wind, which is to blow upon the trees, and 
which makes the ſpices thereof to flow out, 
as the Holy Spirit brings forth into -uſe and 
exerciſe the graces of the faithful. This is 
the doctrine; and that we may improve by 
it, let us examine ourſelves, whether we are 


as gardens and trees, whom the Lord hath 


planted, and in whom he is glorified. Have 
we been taken out of the wilderneſs, and 
tranſplanted into the paradiſe of God? Has 
the Holy Spirit awakened the north wind to 


convince us of ſin, and come with the ſouth 


wind to comfort us? Has he united us to 
Chriſt, engrafted us into the true vine, and 
do our tender grapes give a pleaſant ſmell ? 


Does he call forth the graces which he has 


given us, and let the ſpices of them flow out 


in daily exerciſe, ſo that men ſeeing our fruit- 


fulneſs glorify our Father which is in heaven. 
Happy are they who thus flouriſh like a 
palm- tree, and grow like a cedar in Libanus. 
If you be thus happy, my brethren, you can- 
13 „ not. 


. 
not but know it, and feel it, and be thankful 
to God for it; and to thoſe amongſt you who 
are not in this happy caſe, I will make my 
firſt application. May the Spirit of the living 
God open your underſtandings to profit from 
what I have to ey 


If you be not united to Chirſt by faith on 
your part, and by the bond of the Spirit on 
Chriſt's part, and thereby enabled to bring 
forth fruit unto everlaſting life, conſider how 
dangerous your ſituation is. There are two 
ſpirits, which divide the world between 
them : you muſt be led by one or the other, 
by the Holy Spirit, or by the evil ſpirit. 
And you cannot be at a loſs to know under 
whole influence you are. By their fruits ye 
may know them. This is an infallible mark; 
which the Apoftle has largely inſiſted upon 
in the 5th chapter of the Galatians, where 
he has given us a deſcription at length of the 
fruits of the Spirit, and of the abominable 
deeds of the fleſh, which are the fruits of 
the devil. Read the deſcription, and then 
judge to whom you belong. What flows 
out of your hearts? What do your tongues 
delight to be talking of, and your hands to 
nn and your feet to run into? What 
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appears in your lives and converſations? 
Surely you cannot be at a loſs to know what 
ſort of fruit you bear. You cannot be 
ignorant whether you live to the fleſh, or 
to the Spirit. If you abound in the fruits of 
Tighteouſneſs, and the ſpices thereof are con- 
tinually flowing out, a ſweet ſmelling favour 
acceptable to God and to all around you; if 
thus, through the Spirit, you bear your fruit 
unto holineſs, then the end will be everlaſting 
life; but if ye live to the fleſh, ſays God, ye 
ſhall die; die from God and glory, ye ſhall 
die both the firſt and the ſecond death. 


While you are in this dangerous ſtate, how 
do you keep your conſciences quiet ? Have 
you perſuaded yourſelves that the doctrine 
is not true? Do you think there is no 
neceſſity for bringing forth the fruits of the 
Spirit? But remember, that you- muſt be 
bringing forth ſome fruit; and which wauld 

you bring forth? Whether, what is pleaſing 

to God, or what is diſpleaſing? Certainly 
what 1s pleaſing. And by whoſe power and 
might can you bring it forth ? Not by your 
own. You are by nature helpleſs and with- 
out ſtrength to bring forth any acceptable 
fruit; for Chriſt himſelf, ſpeaking upon this 


'Þ | | 0 ö | very 


1 183 


very ſubject, ſays, „Without me ye can do 
„ nothing.” Be perſuaded then to apply to 
him for faith, that ye may be ingrafted into 
him the true vine, and may bear much and 


ripe fruit to the glory of God. 


But ſtill the doctrine does not appear to 
you in a clear light. What is the reaſon ? 
It is becauſe you are in the fleſh, in your 
natural ſtate, and the motions of ſin, which 
are by the law, do work in your members to 
bring forth fruit unto death. Sin has ſuch 
power over you, that you love its dead works, 
and you hate holineſs. You would thank 
God for making you holy juſt when you are 

dying; at the laſt hour you would like well 
enough to bring forth fruit unto God, and to 
have your ſpices flowing out, but you can- 
not bear the thoughts of living an holy life. 
Is not this your caſe? If it be, is not your 
faith a dead faith? And how then can you 
be a living member of Chriſt; for you were 
never ingrafted into him the true vine? 
And if you ſhould be cut off in this ſtate, 
read your ſentence. The God who is to 
Judge you, has already declared—* If a 
* man abide not in me, he is caſt forth as a 


bes branch, and is withered, and men gather 
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“ them, and caſt them into the fire, and 
“ they are burned,” May the Holy Spirit 


ſet this ſcripture home with full conviction 


upon your conſciences, that you may follow 
me with profit in my | 


Second application, to thoſe who are ſeek: 


ing to be united to Chriſt, and are deſirous 


of glorifying him by bringing forth much 
fruit. Examine carefully, my brethren, 
whether you ſeek aright. Have you a ſingle 
eye to God's glory? And do you indeed 


Pray, that his will may be done in you? 


Would you receive Chriſt in all his offices? 
Do you deſire him as your king, and would 
you have his kingdom ſet up within you, to 


deſtroy in you the reign of fin ; as well as 


your prophet and prieſt, to fone you from 
the guilt and puniſhment of ſin? Are you 
willing he ſhould make you holy as well as 


happy? If it be the ſincere deſire of your 
heart to have the dominion of ſin deſtroyed 


in your mortal body, then you may take 
courage. And if you are alſo ſet upon 


attaining the graces of Chriſt, and would 
have them in uſe and exerciſe, the ſweet ſpices 


of them continually flowing out, then ſeek 


and Ton ſhall find, You have the promiſes 
8 of 
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of God to rely upon, and he cannot deny 
himſelf. Seek him, with humility, in the 
ways wherein he has promiſed to be found 
of them that ſeek him. Attend upon him 
in the ways of the ordinances. In them 
wait, and be aſſured, that when it will be 
for God's glory and your comfort, the Holy 
Spirit, who has already awakened the north 
wind to convince you of ſin, will alſo come 
with the mild ſouth wind to refreſh and 
comfort your hearts, and to unite you to 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom you may bring forth 
much fruit. And to thoſe. who are in this 
happy ſtate, I make my third and laſt 
_ Inference. - 


The faithful in the text, deſired the Holy 
Spirit would make them more lively and 
fruitful, And the faithful ſtill have the 
ſame deſires, which are at this time more 
fervent and earneſt, becauſe they hear it ob- 
jected to their moſt holy faith, that it makes 
no change in mens lives and converſations : 


for which reaſon they pray for more grace, 


and to have it more in uſe and exerciſe, that 

they may adorn the doctrine of God their 

Saviour in all things, They would have alt 

men, who {ep their lives, to Bede the great 
8 dies. ; 
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change that the Holy Spirit has wrought in 
them. While they grew in the wilderneſs 
they were like other wild barren trees, but 
being removed into the garden of the church 
of Chriſt, and become trees of the Lord's 


planting, they now bear much fruit. And 


like as the air draws forth the rich fragrancy 
of the aromatic flowers, and diffuſes their 
ſweet odours all around: fo the Holy Spirit 
keeps in action the graces of the faithful, 
and makes the ſpices thereof to flow out, to 
the glory of God, and to the delight and 
** of mankind. © 


Pray then, my chriſtian friends and bre- 
thren, for the continual influences of the 
Holy Spirit: theſe are as neceſſary for the 
growth of grace in your ſoul, as the blowing 
of the air is to the growth of the fruits of 


the garden. Convinced of this great truth, 
and you are convinced of it by happy expe- 


rience, apply to the Holy Spirit for what you 
ſtand in need of every moment. And pray 
him to awaken the north wind, whenever 
its ſharp influences are neceſlary, either to 
awaken ſecure ſinners, or to quicken and 
ſtir up the graces of the faithful, and then 


to come like the ſouth wind with his mild 
= ==: 
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and comforting influences, blowing upon the 
garden, upon the believer, and making the 
ſpices thereof, the graces in him, to flow 
out. And thus may the Holy Spal enable 
you and me to experience this ſcripture in 
its fulleſt ſenſe, to the glory of God, and to 
the good of others, and to the comfort of 
our own ſouls. May the bleſſed and adorable 
Jeſus ſend his good Spirit to lead us all to, 
and to graft us all into, him the true vine, 
that we may live unto God, and flouriſh, 
and be fruitful. Grant, O gracious Saviour, 
that every branch in thee, which beareth 
fruit, may be purged, and may bring forth 
more fruit, even rich and ripe fruit, which 
endureth unto everlaſting life, to the honour 
of the holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, 
three ſelf-exiſtent perſons in one Jehovah, 
to whom we give equal praiſe, majeſty and 
dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 


SERMON VII. 


Chap. v. Ver. 16. 
Tea, he ts altogether lovely. 


HE Holy Spirit puts theſe words into 

the mouth of the believer. He has 
been drawing a character of his beloved 
Jeſus, and has compared him to the moſt 
uſeful and noble objects in the creation, in 
order to ſet forth his due praife. But upon 
reviewing the character, he finds it fall ſhort 
of the perfection of his divine Saviour. It 
did not come up to the idea which he 
himſelf had formed of him, and therefore 
he finiſhes in one word, Yea, he is altogether 
lovely. He is all eel Wi ieterct 1s 
lovely and deſirable upon earth, whatever 
is lovely and deſirable in heaven—all the 
graces of time, and all the bleſſings of eter- 
nity, centre in him as their proper ſource, 
and flow from him as their proper fountain. 
Whatever can be propoſed to the underſtand- 
ing as excellent, whatever the will rightly 
diſpoſed can deſire, Whatever the heart and 
. the 
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the affections can be ſet upon ind find hap- 


pineſs in, all this is to be met with in the 
Lord Jeſus, and no where elſe: for he is 
altogether lovely; all beauty, all excellency 


in himſelf. And this conſideration ſhould: 
endear to us his inherent -excellencies, that 
| he is willing to communicate them. This 
ſhould give a new grace to each, and make 
it more valuable in our eyes. He is not 


only altogether lovely, but will alſo make vile 
and abominable ſinners, when they apply to 
him for his righteouſneſs, altogether lovely 
in the fight of God. He will waſh them 
clean from all their fins in his moſt precious 
blood, and will clothe them with his all- 
perfect righteouſneſs, in which they ſhall 
appear at the bar of Juſtice without ſpot of 
ſin unto falvation. 


Now fine the Lord Jeſus is all lovelineſs, 
what can be the reaſon, that he does not 


appear altogether lovely i in the eyes of men! . 


The generality of them ſee nothing lovely 


in him. What was formerly ſaid upon the = 


- occaſion is ſtill true; Lord, 2who hath believed 
our report ? The monk of God reports him 
to be altogether lovely, and the miniſters 
8 God preach his lovelineſs as teſtified by 
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ſcripture and their on experience, but 
worldly men ſee no form nor comelineſs in 
him that they ſhould. deſire him. They ſee 
more lovelineſs in ſin, in pleaſure, in money, 
in diverſions, than they hope to find in our 
Lord and Saviour. This dangerous miſtake 
ariſes either from the judgment or the af- 
fections either they do not ſee how per- 
fectly lovely Jeſus Chriſt is, or elſe the af- 
fections are prejudiced againſt him: but 
wherever the miſtake lies, I will offer ſome 
ſcripture arguments to remove it; and may 
God accompany them with the effeQtual 
working of his power, while I am ſetting 
before you, | 


His, What Jeſus Chriſt is as man. 
Secondly, What he is a God. And 


| | Thirdh, What he ine che incarnate ; God 
—as God and man united in one perſon. 
And in each of theſe reſpects I hope the 
Holy Spirit will convince you, chat Jeſus 
Chriſt is altogether lovely. | 


[And Firſt, Let us view him as man. I 


mention nat his ae though the P/almift 
. lays 
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ſays he was fairer than the children of men. 
The excellencies and endowments of his 
mind were ſo great and uncommon, that I 
need not inſiſt on a leſs important part of the 
ſubject. For conſider, what is it that you 
admire and love in any perſon ? Do extra- 
ordinary gifts or graces draw your eſteem ? 
Great abilities or great virtues? Behold every 
thing that can adorn or dignify the human 
nature meets in the man Chrift Jeſus. If 
true wiſdom and learning be your admiration, 
it is written, that in him were laid up all 
the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge, Do 
you think, that learning never appears ſo 


graceful, as when it is ſet off with the 


charms of virtue? Then look upon Jeſus. 
In him you ſee not this or that particular 
virtue only, but virtue itſelf in a body of fleſh; 
and therefore made fleſh, that he might let 
his graces ſhine before men, and communi- 
cate their ſweet influence. He was goodneſs 


itſelf, and he went about doing good to the 
ſouls and to the bodies of men, teaching and 
enlightening the ignorance of their under- 


ſtanding, and regulating the depravity of the 
will and affections, and healing all manner 


of ſickneſs, and all manner of bodily inſir- 
mities. There was not a malady, which fin. 


had 


: 
} 


—— ——ü—— cot — — — —— 
8 * 5 *U 


TA . (. 19a 
gd brought upon ſoul or body, but Oe 3 


he proved himſelf almighty to heal. Was 
there ever ſuch a character as this? 80 uni- 
verſally amiable and lovely? Here is a perſon, 
of all the ſons of men, the greateſt and 
happieſt in himſelf, and capable of making 


us great and happy: yea, therefore made 


man, that he might communicate to us his 
greatneſs: and happineſs. And ſhall any of 


us be ſo far loſt to all ſenſe of what is great 


and happy, as not to admire this character? 
Shall men adore and idolize the true patriot 
whoſe. breaſt burns with love for his country, 
and who freely hazards his all to ſave it? 
and ſhall. the very ſame men be wanting in 
eſteem for the great patriot of the whole 
world? How abfurd, how inconfiſtent would 
this be! What a contradiction is it to throw 


| away all our admiration upon leffer excellen- 
cies, and to have none to ſpare for him, who 
had every excellency that can adorn. the 
human nature, either for beauty or uſe, and 


who conſequently had every thing that could: 


make him altogether n: 


If I ſhould ſtop here, endugk has been 
ſaid to place the man Jeſus high above the 


ſons of men; but I have mentioned the leaſt 


and 
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and loweſt part of his character. He was 
not only great and good, but had alſo one 
thing peculiar to himſelf, that no ſinful frailty 
or weakneſs ever ſullied his greatneſs or his 
goodneſs, He was a perfect man. You will 
not find any other character without its ſpots 
and blemiſhes, becauſe there is no man living 
without fin, our nature itſelf being ſinful; 
and - fin is the cauſe of all our imperfections. 
The darkneſs of the underſtanding in the 
things of God comes from fin, and the weak- 
neſs of the memory, and the continual incli- 
nations of the will to evil, and the ſtrong and 
_ unlawful attachment of the heart to the world 
and to the things of it, ſpring from the ſame 


fountain of ſin. But the holy Jeſus had no 


lin, and conſequently none of the imperfec- 
tions which ſin has brought upon us. When 
a truth was propoſed to his underſtanding, 


there was no obſtruction in the faculty ; he 


comprehended it clearly and fully. His will 
was in harmony with God's will —“ I de- 


light, ſays he, to do thy will, O my God;“ 


and he did it with all his heart, always and 
perfectly. And accordingly we read of him 
in the Palme, That he ſpake the truth in 


* his heart,” his tongue and his heart always 


went together — © he had clean hands, not 
„„ 5 once 
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once defiled with any ſinful pollution — 
« and a pure heart, not one evil thought 
had ever ariſen in it — nay, © his mind had 
never been lift up into vanity,” not one vain 
thought had ever paſſed through his mind. 

Judge then how perfectly immaculate he 
muſt have been : for who is there among us, 
that has not had a thouſand, yea ten thou- 
ſand vain and wandering thoughts? Who 
does not find them paſſing through his mind 
againſt his will, and intruding into his hours 
of deyotion, from which he had ſhut them 
out, and haunting him even at the Lord's 
table? But Chriſt's pure and ſpotleſs mind 
never admitted one vain thought. He was 
the very image of God, in which the firſt 
Adam was made, and he did not deface it 
as the firſt Adam did, but he kept it holy 
and undefiled. The ſcripture aſſures us of 
it — © He was made ſin for us, who knew 
no ſin.“ He aſſerts it of himſelf — The 
prince of this world cometh, and hath no- 
thing in me.“ Happy for us ſatan could 
find in him no part of our fallen image, and 
therefore the accuſer of the brethren could 
lay no charge againſt his perſon, nor conſe- 
quently againſt the merit of thoſe actions and 
ſufferings, whereby we, who have by nature 
borne 


E 
borne the image of the carthy, may through 
grace bear the image of the heavenly Adam, 
who 1s the Lord from heaven, 


My.brethren, weigh and conſider this part 
of our Lord's character. Is he not altogether 
lovely? And have you then no praiſe or ad- 
miration to beſtow upon him ? . Whatever 
you ſee reaſon to admire in any man, if it 
be indeed praiſe-worchy, it was in its perfect 
degree in Chriſt Jeſus ; and therefore cer- 
tainly you will not with-hold from him his 
tribute of -praiſe. If your praiſe follow 
excellency, behold here is a man not only the 
chief among ten thouſand, but alſo the chief 
of the human race. A man that never had 
his fellow — a perfect man. He has every 
good gift, and every grace that can be in 
man. And will you not admire and eſteem 
ſuch a character? Does he not appear to you 
altogether amiable ? If you ſee any thing 
wanting in him, it is an argument of your 
own imperfection: for he, whole ail-ſearching 
eye trieth the very hearts and reins, ſaw no way 
of wickedneſs in him. He pronounced him 
to be his beloved Son, in whom he was well- 
pleaſed, and he honoured him with a won- 
derful glory, never communicated to any 
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creature, but to the man Jeſus; he was 
united to God the Son in ſo cloſe and inti- 
mate an union, that God and man were one 
. Chriſt, as much as the reaſonable ſoul and 
fleſh are one man. O how great is the 
myſtery of godlineſs — God manifeſt in the 
eb, How can we ſufficiently admire and 
adore it! And how greatly ſhould it endear 
to us the humanity of our Lord, that it was 
the ſacred temple of the Godhead, inhabited 
by God the Son, and honoured with the 
more immediate preſence of the Father and 
the Holy Spirit: for it pleaſed the Father 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, even 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Surely 
then the man Jeſus was altogether lovely; 
ſince he was lovely in the eyes of the eter- 
nal Trinity, who vouchſafed to dwell and 
to make their abode in him. Oh bluſh then 
and be aſhamed, ye ſinful worms who fee 
nothing lovely in Jeſus Chriſt, ſince the 
moſt bleſſed God ſees him altogether lovely. 
Can ye find no comelineſs in him, of whom 
the Father hath ſaid — This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed.” 
And are ye not well pleaſed with him, ye 
ungrateful men, for whom he was made 
man? Pardon, Lord Jeſus, our low opinion 


of 
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of the dignity of thy human nature. Let 


thy good Spirit teach us to form more ex- 
alted ideas of thee, while I am, 


Secondly, Speaking of the e of thy 
a nature. 


All lovelineſs is certainly in God, inhe- 
rent in him as the fountain, from whence 
flows whatever is lovely in the creation. 
And if Jeſus Chriſt be the true God, then 
he muſt have every attribute and perfection, 
that can endear him to his creatures, and 
make him altogether lovely in their eyes : 
and that he is the true God is as certain as 
that there is a God. The ſcripture has given 


him the names and the attributes of God, 


and has aſcribed- to him the works, which 
none but the almighty Creator, and the all- 
wiſe preſerver of the world could perform. 
He is called Jehovah, the incommunicable 
name of the Divine Effence, and Immanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. 
He is ſaid to be omniſcient and omnipreſent, 
to have created all things, and to _ uphold 
them by the word of his power: he came 
in the fleſh to redeem them, and there is a 


day at hand, when he will come to judge 
i401 . them · 
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them. And will any man fay, that theſe are 
the attributes and works of a creature? Do 
they not evidently belong to the bleſſed and 
only potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, of whom the Old Teſtament ſays, 
that he is God the Saviour, and that there is 
none other, as //aiaþ xlv. 21. 22. There is 
no God elſe beſide me, a juſt God and a 
« Saviour, there is none beſide me — Look 
“ unto me, and be ye ſaved all the ends 
of the earth: for I am God, and there 
“ is none elſe.” The Apoſtle teaches the 
ſame doctrine in the New Teſtament, where 
he ſays (Rom. ix. F.) “ that Chriſt is over all, 
* God bleſſed for ever. Amen.“ 


In theſe two paſſages (not to mention 
others) the Saviour is expreſsly ſaid to be 
God - God over all, and conſequently he 
muſt be altogether lovely; for every per- 
fection which has any claim to our love is 
inherent in him, and whatever we ſee of 
lovelineſs in the works of nature owes its 
being to his divine wiſdom and power and 
| goodneſs; ſo that whenever you ſee any 


© thing worthy of your admiration, it ſhould 


lead your thoughts up to Jeſus Chriſt, the 


- almighty creator and preſerver of it. If you 


op. ſhort of him, you rob him of his honour : 
becauſe 


(- 0 


becauſe its lovelineſs is his. And what then | 
muſt he be, how perfectly lovely and amia- 
ble, who is the great parent and author of 


all lovelineſs? Whatever ſweetneſs and ex- 


cellency you find in the creatures is but a faint 
ray of the Creator's perfections, and was re- 
flected from him upon them, to give you an 
idea of his lovelineſs. Admire him there- 
fore in it. In all the beauties of nature you 
may trace the beauties of Jeſus Chriſt the 
God of nature, who is the firſt cauſe, from 
whom they all flow, and who is the laſt 
end, into whom _ will be all OE 
read. | 


But I need not enlarge upon this point. 
God has certainly every perfection in him- 
ſelf. He is altogether lovely. But in what 
reſpects does he appear ſo to ſinners? While 
they are under guilt and ſenſible of their 
danger, they have no reaſon to love God: 
for being tranſgreſſors of his holy law, con- 
demned by its juſt ſentence, which conſeience 
owns to be juſt, ſubject to preſent death and 


to eternal miſery, how can they ſee any thing 


lovely in that God who may get glory to all 
his attributes by their deſtruction? In this 
view _ muſt ſee every thing that can 
N 4 make 
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make God terrible, but nothing to 1 
him lovely. Until they know, that he will 
be reconciled unto them, and forgive them 
all their ſins, they can have no reaſon to love 
him. The goſpel alone can ſet forth to them 
the lovelineſs of God ; which it does by re- 
vealing unto us an incarnate God, God and 
man united in one Chriſt, who is altogether 
lovely in the eyes of his: redeemed people, 
as I pond + in the Third place to conſider. 


All our n of heaven are FREY Oy upon 
this truth, that God was in Chriſt reconcil- 
ing the world unto himſelf : for if the man 
Jeſus was not united to the moſt bleſſed God, 
our religion is the groſſeſt idolatry, and chriſ- 
tians are of all men moſt miſerable. But the 
ſcripture has left no room to doubt of the 
union of the two natures in one Chriſt, The 
mord was God, and the word was made fleſh, 
ſays St. John ; ſo that God the word was 
made fleſh. and incarnate. God was manife/t 
in the fleſb, ſays the beloved apoſtle Paul. 
And the reaſon was, he was manifeſted for 
our ſalvation. And it was expedient, that 
the Saviour ſhould be both God and man, 
| becauſe he was to obey and to ſuffer for us 
as man, and to merit by his obedience and 
| —_— 
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ſufferings as God, and thereby ta be a com- 
plete Saviour. Accordingly he who thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God the Fa- 
ther, took upon him the form of a ſervant 
and was made man. He obeyed, he ſuf- 


fered, he became obedient unto death, even 


the death of the croſs; and when all the. 
ends for which he obeyed, ſuffered, and died, 
were.anſwered, then it was not poſſible that 
he ſhould be holden any longer of death. 
Juſtice releaſed him on the third day from 
the priſon of the grave, and he roſe again 
triumphant from the dead ; whereby be- 
lievers had full evidence given them, that all 
the demands of the law were ſatisfied, that 
Chriſt's ſufferings had made a full atonement 
for what they ſhould have ſuffered, that he 
had taken out the ſting of death, and had 
opened unto them the gate of everlaſting life: 


for as he ſtood in their place, as their great 


_ repreſentative, all his victories are theirs, and 
by faith they know and are aſſured of their in- 
| tereſt in them. And through him, who loved 
them and gave himſelf for them, they ſhall 
be ſaved from ſin, and ſatan, from ſuffering 
and death, from hell and everlaſting tor- 
"ments. And they ſhall not only be ſaved 
through him from theſe their ſpiritual enemies, 

e | but 


( 22 


but they ſhall alſo receive joys unſpeakable 
and full of glory, a happineſs. greater than 
tongue can utter or heart conceive, a crown 
incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth 
not away: for they ſhall be made kings and 
prieſts under God and the Father, and they 
ſhall reign for ever and ever in fulneſs of joy 
both in body and in ſoul; and all this ſhall 
be the free gift of God through . Chriſt 


our Lord. 


Thus the Lord Jeſus under the character 
of the incarnate God is altogether lovely. 


Ale has every grace and perfection, that can 


render him amiable in the eyes of believers : 
for to them that believe he is precious. And 
he has every thing that can recommend him 

to the eſteem of awakened and convinced 
fianers. He is juſt ſuch a Saviour as they 
want. He has every thing to give, that they 
ſtand in need of. The God-man has an in- 
exhauſtible fountain of grace, which always 
ſtands open for the relief of weary and heavy- 
laden ſinners, who come unto him ſeeking 
reſt unto their ſouls. He calls unto them 
with his ſweet voice — Ho, every one that 
thirſteth, come ye to the waters of comfort 


_ ſalvation. Lo, here is pardon and peace, 
| righteouſneſs | 
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righteouſneſs and holineſs. All the graces 
that can make you -lovely in the fight of 
God the Father — all the glories that can 
make you happy with him in eternity, are 
in my power to give. I purchaſed them for 
ſuch ſinners as you are, and I give them 
freely — Aſk and ye ſhall have, ſeek and 
ye ſhall find. And what ſhould hinder them 
from anſwering him? Yea, they will anſwer. 
This 1s the very language of their hearts — 
Lord Jeſus, help our unbelief. We are 
convinced, that all the graces of time and 
all the glories of eternity are thy free gift, 
and we bleſs and praiſe thy holy name for 
Putting it into our hearts to ſeek for the en- 
joyment of thoſe graces and glories. All 
the lovelineſs of this lower world, all the 
lovelineſs of heaven itſelf is thine, centers in 
thy perſon as in the incarnate God, and flows 
from thee as God made man, on purpoſe to 
make us filthy and abominable ſinners lovely 
in the fight of thy heavenly Father. Oh 
that we may ſee clearly our intereſt in thee, - 
and may know the incarnate God to be our: - 
Lord and our Saviour, and then our falt N 
will behold thee altogether lovely, and ſhall 
admire no ER TEA. unleſs it . thy fair 

* image, 
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image, and what leads us through its beguties 
to adore and praiſe thine. i 


And if Chriſt appear in this amiable light 
to thoſe, who are only ſeeking, and deſii- 
ing to experience his love and mercy, what 
thoughts muſt believers entertain of him? 
How muſt they value him ? Certainly, he 
is with them altogether lovely. And have 
they not good reaſon to think him ſo? For 
what lovelineſs is there in heaven or earth 
but his? Is there not in his manhood every 
grace that can adorn the human nature ? Is 
there not in his Godhead every infinite and 
eternal perfection? And do not theſe per-. 
fections flow through the manhood of the 
incarnate God, to render vile and polluted 
ſinners altogether amiable and lovely? God 
and man were united in one Chriſt in order 
to ſave them from their ſins, and he puts 
them into perfect poſſeſſion of many of the 
benefits of his ſalvation, as pledges and ear- 
neſts of his beſtowing more : for he now 
awakens them and raiſes them from the death 
of fin to newneſs of life, he pardons their 
paſt rebellions, ſends his good Spirit into their 
hearts to ſhed abroad in them the comforts 
of his pardoning leve, to fill them with joy 
: 7X and 
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and peace in believing, to enable them to 
mortify the body of ſin, and to put on the 
new man which after the image of God is 
created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs. 
All this is preſent ſalvation, the happineſs of 
which 1s great beyond deſcription. Oh come 
then, my brethren, taſte, and ſee what the 
Lord Jeſus has to give. Whatever your ſtate 
and circumſtances are, he can make you 
completely happy : for he has engaged that 
all things adverſe as well as proſperous ſhall 
work together for good, for preſent and 
eternal good, to them. that love him. And 
when you can love him, becauſe he firſt 
loved you, then you will find that he is able 
to do exceeding abundant for you, above 
all that you can either alk. or think. 


5 Vion this ſhort view of our Lord's charac- 
ter it appears that he is altogether lovely. He 
certainly has, as man, as God, and as the in- 
carnate God, every perfection of heaven and 
earth. All that is amiable in itſelf, or ought 
to appear amiable to us, meets in him; and 
therefore if we love what is amiable in itſelf, 
or what is good to us, we ought to give the 
firſt place in our hearts to the Lord Jeſus. 
And does he then reign in them? Is Ip: the 
> le - 
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ſole Lord of your affections? Do you, my 


brethren, love him in ſincerity, with a pure 
uncorrupt love, and with all your hearts, 
and with all your minds, and with all your 
ſtrength? Is his kingdom ſet up within you, 
and is it your delight to do the will of your 
Lord, and of your God? Grace be with all 
them, who thus love the Lord Jeſus. But 
alas! their number is but ſmall: for melan- 
choly it is to ſee, how little the generality 
of men called Chriſtians love him, who is 
altogether lovely. The tranſient periſhing 
objects of ſenſe, the vanities, the follies of life, 
appear more lovely and have more of their 
hearts than that God whoſe ſervants and 
worſhippers they profeſs themſelves to be. 


Nay the abominable deformity, and horrid 


uglineſs of fin ſeems to them more lovely. 
What can be the reaſon, that men profeſſing 
Chriſtianity ſhould be ſo inconſiſtent, and 


| ſhould make ſuch a wrong judgment in ſo 


plain a caſe? Surely they muſt lay under 


ſome great deluſion: for not to love him 


whom they call their God, and who is alto- 
gether lovely, is both a diſgrace to their 
boaſted reaſon, and is alſo acting againſt their 
own preſent and eternal intereſt, Sin is the 


cauſe of this monſtrous deluſion, It blinds 


the 


, 
the ſinner's underſtanding, that he does not 
ſee his want of a Saviour, and conſequently 
he cannot judge of the Saviour's worth. 
While he thinks himſelf whole, he ſees no 
occaſion for the phyſician. But ſo ſoon as 
conſcience awakes, and he is made ſenſible 
of his guilt, and feels his miſery, then he 
will deſire the aſſiſtance of the great phy- 
ſician of ſouls, and will begin to value him. 
The more deeply he is convinced of ſin, the 
more earneſtly will he apply to the Lord 
Jeſus who is able to ſave him from his ſins. 
And as he partakes of the graces and bleſ- 
{ſings of ſalvation, the Saviour will grow 
more and more lovely in his eyes. And 


when conſcience. ceaſes to accuſe, when the 


law no longer condemns, but he finds joy 
and peace in believing, then the Saviour will 
be altogether lovely. The believer will form 
higher ideas of him, than he can find words 
to expreſs: yea, he knows, that his ideas 
of him cannot riſe up to the greatneſs of his 
Lord's merits. As man he is far exalted 
above the children of men, as God he is over 
all bleſſed for ever, and as God incarnate, he 

is the continual joy of the believer's heart, 
and the ſweet ſubje& of his praiſe here in 
time, and the ſong of the glorified ſpirits i in 
heaven will be upon the riches of his grace, 
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and they will never be able to exhauſt the 
ſubject, or to ſearch it to the bottom, be- 
cauſe the riches of Chriſt are unſearchable 
and infinite, and eternal. 


Here then we are come to the root of the 


matter. Jeſus is altogether lovely; but why 


do not all men who profeſs to worſhip him - 


think him ſo? Becauſe they do not find their 
want of him. They are under no concern 


9555 their ſins, and have no deſire to 
now the pardon of them, and therefore 
they ſee no reaſon to eſteem the Saviour of 


ſinners. They are ignorant of their own 


wants, and therefore they know not his worth; 
but baſely, wickedly prefer the worthleſs things 


of this life to the Lord and giver of life and 
glory. Is not this the ſad ſtate of the gene- 
rality of our people? And does not this evi- 


dently prove, that they are Chriſtians only 
in name! They have none of the ſpirit and 
power of their religion, but in their lives diſ- 
honour that holy name e by which ny are 


called. 


My ills, are any of you in this ſtate! 
Look up to God and beg of him to ſhew 
you the true ſtate of your ſouls, that you 


may ſee how much you are concerned in 
5 what 


REE 

what has been ſaid. Are you indeed lovers 
of the Lord Jeſus? is he in your eyes alto- 
gether lovely? When the objects of ſenſe 
flatter, and preſent themſelves to your choice 
in the moſt alluring dreſs, then do you ſee 
your beloved Saviour the chief among ten 
thouſand? Can you give up ten thouſand of 
them for him? For him can you reje& with 
diſdain all that the world calls great and 
| honourable, looking upon Jeſus to be all and 
in all? If you are not in this ſtate, be aſſured 
that your hearts are not right with God: and 
if you neither ſee the perfect lovelineſs of 
_ jeſus Chriſt, nor defire to ſee it, then you 
are ſtill under the power of ſin, deluded and 
blinded by it; and if God does not open your 
eyes to ſee the deluſion, death will ſoon open 
them to your everlaſting confuſion. But if 
God has convinced you of ſin, and you find 
your want of a Saviour, wait upon him, and 
he will give you many happy proofs of his 
perfect lovelineſs. You will experience his 
love in pardoning your ſins, in juſtifying you 
from the guilt of them, in making you the 
children of God, and in fitting you for his 
heavenly kingdom. Daily as you find your 
intereſt - more clearly in his redeeming: love, 
Jour: will partake more and more of his 
O | excecding | 
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excceding great and precious promiſes, where- 
by your love to him will increaſe, and you 
will find him more lovely. Faith will open 
to you the riches of his love, and ſhew you 
how precious he 1s: for to them that believe 
he is precious He is precious indeed to the 
believer: and he is not precious to all men, 
becauſe they do not ſee their want of him, 
nor know what his free grace can do for them: 
for he has invited all weary and heavy-laden 
ſinners to come and experience how happy 
he can make them. Whatever their wants 
may be, he is willing and able to ſupply 
them. If ye be but ſenſible of them, aſk, 
my brethren, and he will relieve you. Be 
ye ever ſo black in yourſelves, he can make 
you comely. Be your ſins ever ſo many, 
ever ſo heinous, in his righteouſneſs you may 
be preſented before God the Father, without 
ſpot of {in unto ſalvation. Have you thought 
ever ſo meanly of him, his good Spirit can 
give you reaſon to entertain more noble 
ſentiments. Your ingratitude, your very 
blaſphemies againſt him may be pardoned ; 
and much ingratitude, and many blaſphe- 
mies, are no bar to his free grace. This is the 
ſweeteſt part of our Lord's character, and 
gught above all to endear him unto thoſe WhO 
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ſee their want of his help. Let them come 
ever ſo late, ever ſo guilty, the arms of his 
mercy are open to receive them. If you ſee 
nothing but ſin in yourſelves, yet go to him. 
His blood cleanſeth from all ſin. Implore his 
mercy, and ſee whether he will caſt you out. 
Be not diſcouraged by looking into your- 
ſelves; you may be deformed enough, but 
remember that he is altogether lovely; and 
by faith you will knaw his lovelineſs is yours. 
He will waſh you clean from every ſtain of 
ſin in his moſt precious blood, and will pre- 
. ſent you before his Father in ſpotleſs purity. 
Be ye ever ſo defiled with uncleanneſs ; have 
luſt, drunkenneſs, or gluttony polluted the 
body, and the love of the world, and of the 
things of the world ſtill more polluted the 
ſoul, yet the fountain is open. Go, waſh, 
and be clean. Sins deep as ſcarlet ſhall be 
as white as ſnow, ſins like crimſon ſhall 
be as wool. They that are waſhed in the 
Redeemer's blood, ſtand before God's tribu- 
nal, as white as ſnow, without ſpot of ſin 
_ unto ſalvation. 


My dearly-beloved brethren, can ye be- 
lieve theſe things, do ye aſſent to them, and 


yet are you not determined to apply to Jeſus 
92 | Chriſt 
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Chriſt for his graces and bleſſings? He 
invites you to come to him, and will you 
not come? Be ye ever ſo unworthy, he will 
make you worthy. Be ye ever ſo abomi- 
nable in the ſight of God, he will make you 
lovely. All your wants he is able and wil- 
ling to ſupply. Why then do you chuſe to 
live without his graces and bleflings? They 
may be had freely. Aſk, and ye ſhall have. 
Only expreſs your wants,., Beg a ſupply from 
his bounty, and he, that has done all for you, 
will do all in you. Go then with your 
wants, whatever they be, to the throne of 
grace, and the incarnate God will ſupply 
them. He is more ready to give than you 

can be to aſk. His heart is large and open. 
It is the ſame tender heart which once bled 
to death for ſinners; it cannot want love. 
And he is now on the throne of glory; he 
cannot want power. Apply to this loving 
God and Saviour of {inners, and he will con- 
vince you of your wants, and of his worth. 
He will beſtow upon you out of his fulneſs 
grace for grace, until you acknowledge 
with thankful Men that the Lord Jeſus is 
+ CEE lovely. t 


My 


6. WF ) 

My chriſtian brethren, you can bear me 
witneſs, that I have ſpoken but a ſmall part- 
of the Redeemer's praiſe: for you believe 
him to be true and very man, and true and 
very God, united in one Chriſt; and you 
know by ſure ſcripture-marks and evidences, 
that the one Chriſt is your Saviour; where- 
by you are intereſted in all that he did and 
ſuffered as man, and merited as God, and 
has now as king-mediator to beſtow. Being 
thus enabled to ſay, © My beloved is mine, 
* and I am his,” you are convinced that your 
beloved is above all bleſſing and praiſe. You 
cannot reach the greatneſs of his merits. 
The poverty of language, the weakneſs of 
the human underſtanding, the coldneſs of 
your affections, are ſo many hindrances to 
your ſpeaking of your God and Saviour as 
he deſerves. And when you try to get over 
theſe obſtacles, and have ſome hopes of ſuc- 
ceſs, yet then you find the corruptible body 
ſo preſſeth down the foul, and the earthly 
tabernacle ſo weigheth down the mind, that 
praiſe dies away upon your lips. But you 
hope there is a time at hand, when your 
Praiſes. will be more perfect. When you 
1 be freed from all the frailties of this 
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mortal life, you will then be better able to 
diſcover, and more conſtantly ' diſpoſed to 
celebrate, the lovelineſs of your redeeming 
God. But even then you will not be equal 
to the fubjet. Your praiſes will be but 
finite, and the adorable Redeemer is infinite. 
There is no proportion between them. No 
more than between time and eternity; and 
ſuppoſe you continue your praiſes to eternity, 
yet your happineſs, your crowns of glory and 
palms of victory, your ſtanding confirmed 
in bliſs, are the free gift of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. And how then can you 
worthily extol the riches of his free grace? 
How can you pay the debt, that you owe 


to free grace? When you have praiſed him 


for millions of years, Jeſus is ſtill as lovely, 
your praiſe as much due, your joy in offering 
it as great, as when you began. There is 
fill the ſame majeſty in the brightneſs of 
that glory, which ſhines in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He is the light of the heavenly 
Feruſalem, and light you know is ſweet, yea 
a pleaſant thing it is to behold the ſun. Oh 
how ſweet, how pleaſant then muſt it be 
to ſee the ſun of righteouſneſs ſhining in his 
glory! Surely he will then appear altogether 
lovely. Bleſſed are the eyes that ſhall then 
ES. ES 
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ſee the king in his beauty, and happy, for 
ever happy, are they who ſhall then praiſe 
him; but even then, the higheſt ſtrain of 
_ praiſe, of angels and men united, will not 
come up to the greatneſs of his merit. He 
will be more lovely than all the tongues of 
all the heavenly hoſt will be able to expreſs, 
And if the glorified ſpirits thus fail, 


O thou incarnate God, whoſe glory the 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain, pardon the low opinion we entertain of 
thine infinite excellencies, pardon the imper- 
fect manner in which we have been ſpeaking 
and thinking of thee. Thou knoweſt, Lord, 
that we deſire to know, thee more, and to 
praiſe thee better. Ariſe then, O thou 
bright and morning-ſtar, and ſhine into 
our hearts, diſpelling the darkneſs of our 
underſtandings, and taking away the depra- 
vity of our wills and affections, that we may 
ſee thy lovelineſs, and our intereſt in it; and 
enable us daily to love thee more and more, 
until we behold thee face to face, and then 
we ſhall know, that our Saviour and our 
God is altogether lovely. Oh thou adorable 
Jeſus, admit us all to this bleſſed viſion 
and fruition of thy Godhead. May all this 
e congre- 
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congregation be in the happy number of thy 
redeemed people, who are to praiſe and ad- 
mire thine infinite lovelineſs for ever and 
ever. So be it to the honour and glory of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three perſons 
in one Divine Eſſence, to whom be equal 
praiſe and worſhip in heaven and earth, in 
time and in eternity. Amen and Amen, 
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SERMON VIII. 


Chap. v. Ver. I 6. 
This is my beloved, and this is my. friend. 


IN the laſt diſcourſe I endeavoured to re- 
commend to you ſome of the lovelineſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt. It was only ſome part of 
his lovelineſs: for we know it at preſent 
but in part. It is infinite, and ſurpaſſeth 
all underſtanding. The moſt enlightened 
mind cannot fully comprehend it, no not 
in heaven. We ſhall not be able in eternity 
to diſcover all the perfections of our incar- 
nate God, and how then can we think or 
ſpeak worthily of them at preſent ? We muſt 
fall below the majeſty of the ſubject, but 
that is no reaſon we ſhould not treat of it. 
It is our duty and intereſt to think and to 
ſpeak of our bleſſed Saviour in the moſt-* 
ſublime ideas, and in the higheſt expreſſions, 
becauſe we cannot exceed the greatneſs of his 
merits. He is above all biting and praiſe ; J 
— and 
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and ſo you will believe, when you know 
him to be your Saviour. When the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and revelation enlightens the eyes of 
your underſtanding, then you will behold 
ſome of Chriſt's lovelineſs; and when you 
are enabled to ſay with true faith his ic 
my beloved, and this is my friend—then his 
lovelineſs will appear to you with a new 
grace and excellency, becauſe you will then 
ſee your intereſt 1 in it, 


This is the particular view, in which 1 
ſhall conſider our Lord's loyelineſs at preſent. 
The believer knows him to be his beloved, 
and the perfections of Chriſt appear with a 
peculiar beauty through this endearing re- 
lation, becauſe he can truly ſay—He that 
has theſe perfections is my beloved, and my 
friend, he has them for me, I have a ſure 
intereſt in them in time and in eternity. 
My brethren, do the perfections of Chrift 
appear to you in this light? Can you take 
np the words of the text, and repeat them 
from your own experience? I fear there 
are not many of us who can: for the ge- 
nerality of men, called Chriſtians, chooſe 
other beloveds, and other friends, than Jeſus 
Chriſt. | Many of them have no love for 


him; 
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him; or if he has any place at all, yet he 
has not the firſt place in their hearts and 
affections, no not even in theirs, to whom 
he has been moſt bountiful. Where his 
favours have been great, there one might 
expect great returns of love, but we find no 
ſuch thing in fact. Not many worldly-wiſe 
and learned, not many rich and noble repay 
his favours with thankfulneſs. Though Chriſt 
be altogether lovely, and ought to appear ſo 
to them, yet few of them love him. What 
can be the reaſon, that men of genius, whom 
Chriſt has bleſſed with great gifts and talents, 
ſhould make him no ſuitable returns of grati- 
tude? And that men who profeſs themſelves 
to be his worſhippers, ſhould have no love 
for their God? The true cauſe is, they are 
in love with ſin, and it blinds them. Chriſt 
is all beauty, but they have no eyes to ſee 
it; no not even a deſire to ſee it, until 
they begin to find the exceeding ſinfulneſs 
of ſin, When conſcience is uneaſy about 
the pardon of their fins, and they feel their 
want of a Saviour, then they will begin to 


deſire his ſalvation, and God will hear their 


deſires, and will open their eyes to ſee a 
precious Chriſt, and will give them faith to 
believe in him to the ſaving of the ſoul. 
24-5 Faith 
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Faith makes Chriſt appear precious: for it is 
the proper office of faith to enable us to be- 
hold Chriſt's excellencies, and it 1s the proper 
work of that faith, which worketh by love, 
to let us know our intereſt in them, by which 
every excellency appears to us more lovely. 
And the text deſcribes this office, and alſo 
this work of faich. The believer firſt declares 
that Chriſt is altogether lovely, and then 
that he knew Chriſt's lovelineſs was his. 
This is my beloved, and this is my friend.— 
He is my beloved on whom my heart and 
mine affections are entirely placed, becauſe 
he firſt loved ue, and gave himſelf for me. 
He has ſhed abroad his love in my heart, 
and I know that my beloved is mine, and I 
am his.—He is mine—my friend—who' has 
my welfare at heart, and who will deny me 
nothing, that can make me happy in time 
and in eternity. May the Spirit of the Lord 


Jeſus open all your underſtandings to ſee, and 


all your hearts to receive theſe comfortable 
truths, while Jam diſcourſing upon the 
words, and opening the. ſweet doctrine con- 
tairied i in em, by ſhewing Sree 


Fit, What Chriſt has done to make 

himſelf the beloved and the friend of every 
believer. 0 | 

9 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, The believer's knowledge of his 
intereſt in it, before he could ſay, This 1 1s s my 
beloved, and this | 1s ay friend. 


' Thirdly From whence aroſe the certainty 
of his ner 


Fourthly, The hogipiricta * had i in W 
ing certainly, that Chriſt was his beloved and 
his friend. And then I will apply the whole, 
: " God ſhall enable e to 8 8 

cd Firh, L am to wer au Chriſt cine 
done to make himſelf the beloved, and the 
friend oh Ex believer. 15 

, IK men. followed the common inſtincts of 
nature, and had no bias to turn them from 
their own intereſt, he would be the beloved 
friend of the whole world: for is there a 
more natural or ſtronger inſtinct, than the 
love of pleaſure and the hatred of pain? We 
are ſubject to innumerable pains both in body 
and ſoul, in this world and in the next, and 
we have very few enjoyments that can be 
called real pleaſures. Sin was the cauſe of all 
our miſery. It robbed us of our pleaſures, 
and brought upon us our pains. All was 
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good, until ſin entered into the world; but 
when it entered, all evil entered with it; the 
evil of pain to torment our bodies and bring 
them down to the grave of death, the evil 
of guilt to torment our conſciences, and the 


evil of puniſhment beyond the grave, where 


ſoul and body were to receive the wages of 
ſin. From theſe evils the Lord Jeſus came 
into the world to ſave his people. And he 
took our nature, that in it he might bear our 


griefs and carry our ſorrows. The holy law 


of God accuſed us of tranſgreſſion, and he 


came to anſwer the demands of the law, 


which he did by paying it a full and perfect 
obedience; and this obedience, being the act 
of a divine and infinite perſon, had therefore 
a divine and infinite merit to atone and ſatisfy 


for ſin. For tranſgreſſing the holy law of 


God, we were liable to ſuffer the threatened 


pains and penalties. Chriſt in our nature 


ſuffered them for us, taking our ſins upon 
him, and bearing the griefs and ſorrows and 


death due to them: for the ſcripture declares, 


that he was made ſin for us who knew no ſin, 


and that he bare our fins in his own body 


upon the tree, and that by his ſtripes we are 
healed. And he demonſtrated that theſe 
ſufferings were infinitely meritorious, when 


he 
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he roſe from the dead for our juſtification. 
And thus by his active and paſhve obedience 
he wrought out an all-perfe& righteouſneſs 
for us ; and when the Holy Spirit enables us 
to lay hold of it by the hand of faith, then 
being thus applied and made ours, we are 
not only freed from condemnation and re- 
deemed from the curſe of the broken law, 
and from all the pains and penalties due to 
the breach of it, but do alſo receive a right 
and title to the preſent graces, and to the 
eternal bleſſings purchaſed for us by the 
obedience and ſufferings of our moſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


Now let us examine how the foremen- 
tioned inſtinct operates in the 'preſent caſe. 
We all love pleaſure, and hate pain. This 
is an univerſal principle in human nature. 
And here is a Saviour who promiſes to de- 
liver us from the preſent and eternal pains to 
which ſin had ſubjected us, and to give us 
of his ſpiritual and heavenly pleaſures here 
in time and in eternity. He is able to fulfil _ 
his promiſe, for he is the Almighty God. 
He is willing: for as his power is, ſo is his 
love; both are alike infinite. And indeed 
he is daily 3 his promiſe unto all true 

| believers. 
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believers. But are all men ſeeking Seedom 


from pain, and enjoyment of pleaſure at his 
hands? Do their deſires, their affections, 


move to him with the ſame natural inſtinct 


with which they would fly from ſickneſs 


and purſue health? Let matter of fact ſpeak. 
How are men found to act vith reſpect to 
Jeſus Chriſt, who has preſent ſalvation to 
give them from ſin and its effects in his king- 
dom of grace, and the pleaſures of eternal 


ſalvation to beſtow in his kingdom of glory? 


Alas! he is deſpiſed and rejected of men; 


although he became a man of ſorrows on 
purpoſe to carry our ſorrows, and acquainted 


with grief, that he might bear our griefs, yet 
they hide as it were their faces from him. 
The haters of pain chooſe ſin with all its 
miſeries, rather than accept of the great ſal- 
vation of our God, and the lovers of pleaſure 
prefer the empty periſhing Joys of ſenſe to 
the ſolid and everlaſting joys of his heaven. 
In what relates to the ſoul they act againſt 
that very inſtinct, by which they are inva- 
riably guided in what relates to the body. 


What can be the reaſon, that the ſame men 


ſhould act ſo inconſiſtently in a caſe ſo ex- 
actly parallel? Sin is the true cauſe. Sin has 


deſtroyed the uſe of the intellectual faculties 


in 
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in all ſpiritual matters, and by cutting off 
all communion with God who is the foun- 
tain of ſpiritual life, has left the ſoul in a 
ſtate of death, even dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins. The ſoul of every natural man is re- 
preſented in ſcripture to be as dead to all 
motions of grace, as dead to God and to the 
things of God, as a lifeleſs corpſe is to the 
things of this world. Talk to it of its wants, 
it feels them not. Recommend to it the 
Redeemer's ſweet graces and divine excel- 

| lencies, it has no deſire to find an intereſt in 
them: becauſe. it feels not its wants of them. 
To perſons in this ſtate Jeſus Chriſt cannot 
appear lovely. Notwithſtanding all that he 
has done and ſuffered, to endear himſelf to 
ſinners, yet while they ſee an engaging form 
and comelineſs in ſin, they can ſee no form 
or comelineſs in the Saviour that they ſhould 
deſire him. . 


But when one of theſe perſons is awakened 
from the dead ſleep of ſin, when his eyes 
are opened to ſee himſelf, when he has a 
clear view given him of his ſinful heart and 
of his wicked life, and the Spirit of God 
ſets home the conviction of {in upon his con- 
Oy and makes him ſenſible of his guilt 

| - and; 
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and of his danger; then he will find his 
want of a Saviour, and will ſee a peculiar 
ſuitableneſs and fitneſs in jeſus Chriſt to fup- 
ply all his wants. He has every office, and 
every qualification that an awakened ſinner 
could with. He is Juſt ſuch a Saviour as 
his heart could deſire ; and when, he begins 
to ſee Chriſt in this light, then he will begin 
to appear lovely in his eyes. And when out 
of the riches of his grace he begins to ſup- 
ply the finner's wants, then he will become 
more lovely: for the more any man knows 
of Chriſt, the more he will love him. But 
when the pardoned finner taſtes the fweet- 
neſs of redeeming love, and finds joy and 
peace ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy 
Spirit; when he can ſay, Jeſus Chriſt loved 
me and gave himſelf for me, then the be- 
loved Saviour appears altogether lovely, be- 


cauſe he ſees his intereſt in the obedience 


and ſufferings of the God-man. He can 
take up the words of the text, and ſpeak 
them upon his own experience : which leads 


Secondly, To conſider the believer's know- 
ledge of his intereſt in Chriſt, before he could 
75 This is my beloved, and this is my Friend. 

Here 
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Here he applies to himſelf what Chriſt had 


done for ſinners, as the ground of his love 
and friendſhip to him. He had been' made 
to ſee his wants. The ſoul being awakened 
had found the burden of fin intolerable, and 
had gone weary and heavy laden to Jeſus 
Chriſt, and he had given it reſt. The ſoul 
being convinced of ſin, felt the torments of 


a guilty conſcience, which nothing could 


quiet and comfort, but the atoning blood of 
the lamb of God; and when this was ſprink- 
led upon the conſcrence, it felt the ſovereign 
healing virtue: for the blood of Jeſus quench- 
ed the hell within, and brought down hea- 
ven into the ſoul. The Holy Spirit bore his 


inward witneſs, that this was the work of 


God; and he continued the heavenly joy of 
his firſt teſtimony, by enabling the believer 


to ſhew the reality of the inward work, by 


the outward evidence of his life and conver- 
ſation ; by bringing forth the rich and ripe 
fruits of the Spirit, to the glory of God. 


And thus he had good evidence of his being 


intereſted in the obedience and atonement, 
in the righteouſneſs and ſanctifying grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and lived in fure and certain 
hope of inheriting through him W 
and endleſs glory. 


1 The 


41 


The ſinner muſt experience theſe things 
before he can ſay of the Redeemer, This is 


my beloved and my friend. He muſt find in 
| himſelf theſe proofs of Chriſt's love and 


friendſhip, which he was to ſhew to ſinners, 


He had wiſdom and pardon, righteouſneſs 


and holineſs, and eternal redemption to give 


them; but my gratitude: and love cannot 


ariſe from his having them to give to ſinners 


in general, but to me in particular. I muſt 


have reaſon to call them ine, he muſt ena- 


ble me to apply and to appropriate them 


to myſelf, before I can ſee his lovelineſs in 
giving them; becauſe it is not what he does 


to others, but what he does to my ſoul, that 


makes him my beloved and my friend. And 
hence came the wiſe remark, which was ſo 


often made by our firſt reformers, © That 


“ an unapplied Chriſt is no Chriſt.” All 
that he has done and ſuffered for ſinners 
muſt be applied to me, before I can call 
him mine. He is the wiſdom and the light 
of his people; but how can he appear to me 
altogether lovely in this character, if I am 
ſill in ignorance and darkneſs? How can 
I love him for being made unto me wiſdom, 
until he has. enlightened me with ſaving 


* truth; He has ance to give to the greateſt 
ſinners ; 
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ſinners ; but if it be never made out to me, 
I can have none of the comforts of it; and 

how then can I love him for being the par- 
doner of ſin, © unleſs I feel my conſcience at 
© peace with God, through the remiſſion of 
“ my ſin,” as our church expreſſes it in the 
third part of the Homily for Rogation Week ? 
He has the robe of perfect righteouſneſs to 
beſtow ; but if I know nothing of my being 
cloathed with it, the law will ſtill condemn, 


and my conſcience will be full of guilt and 
horror; and how then is it [poſſible for me 
to love him for being the righteouſneſs of 


the ſaints, if I never find joy and peace in 


believing that his righteouſneſs is imputed 


unto me for my juſtification? He is the be- 
liever's holineſs and ſanctification, but how is 
he mine, while I find myſelf enſlaved to fin, 
and kept under its dominion? How can 
love Chriſt for being the ſanctification of his 


people, while I am under the abſolute power 


of ſin? Chriſt is alſo made unto the believer 
redemption ; but if I know nothing of my 
having received redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveneſs of ſins, how can I lift 
up my head with joy when the Almighty 
Judge is coming in the clouds, as knowing 


that my redemption then draweth migh?” In 
1 like 
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like. manner, all Chriſt's gifts and graces are 
matter of joy to the pardoned ſinner, ſo far 
as he receives them, and knows by faith his 
intereſt in them; without this knowledge, 
of what benefit can they be, or what comfort 
can they adminiſter to any perſon? For if 
you be ſick, and have an excellent remedy 
that would cure you ; yet it can do you no 
ſervice unleſs you take it. Suppoſe you are 
periſhing of hunger and thirſt, ſetting meat 
and drink before you will not ſave your life, 
unleſs you uſe them, If you are naked and 
like to be frozen to death, will thoſe clothes 


warm you and fave your life, which you 


never put on? So Chrift is the medicine of 
the ſin- ſick foul ; but if Chriſt's virtue be not 
applied to heal, if the medicine be not 
taken, how can it work a cure? So he is the 
bread of life, but unleſs he be taken, and ve- 
rily and indeed received as ſpiritual food, 
how can he ſupport the life of God in the 
ſoul of man? So Chriſt is the cloathing of 
his people; but how can he be their cloath- 
ing, if they never put him on? How can 
they appear before God in ſpotleſs purity, 
if they have never put on Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord? Surely then there is great judgment 
in that wiſe ſaying, which our reformers 

” had 


( 231 ) 


had To often in their mouths, © An ,unap- 
e plied Chriſt is no Chriſt” — he is no Chriſt 
to that ſinner to whom he 1s not applied, 
and therefore he is not his beloved nor his 


friend. 


From 16 the manner and kind 
of knowledge on which the believer grounded 
the words of the text. He was able to ap- 
ply to himſelf all that Chriſt had done and 
ſuffered for ſinners. He knew it, experi- 
mentally, He had the comforts of” it in his 
own heart, and ſeeing clearly his intereſt in 
Chriſt, he therefore ſaw bim altogether 
lovely. 


But perhaps ſome one may aſk, Can I 
apply the merits of Chriſt's obedience and 
ſufferings ſo clearly and ſafely to myſelf, 
that J may be ſure I am not deluded ? This 
is a very important inquiry, which I ſhall 
purſue under my third head, wherein I was 
to conlider what certainty I can have of 
Chriſt's being my beloved and my friend. 
The ſcripture promiſes us full and complete 
evidence, and it is the office of faith to ena- 
ble us to reſt upon it. Our certainty ariſes 
from our faith, and from what faith ſhews 

4 4 | | us 
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us of our own particular intereſt in God's 
promiſes. The word of promiſe, and the 
Holy Spirit applying the word, muſt go 
together: for the word is but a dead letter, 
unleſs the Holy Spirit animate and quicken 
it, by working faith in the heart to apply * 
favingly. Faith is a divine grace, given us 
by the Spirit of God on purpoſe to convince 
us of our intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and to en- 
able us to apply the promiſes to ourſelves: 
for it is expreſsly ſaid to be the gift of God — 
and to be wrought in us by the operation of 
God — By his almighty operation he works 
in my heart a clear conviction of my being 
accepted at the bar of juſtice, as juſt and 
righteous, through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
Chriſt, When the Holy Spirit has given 
the believer this clear conviction, then he 
has divine authority, both from the word of 
truth and the ſpirit of power, to call the 
Saviour his beloved and his friend. The 
Holy Spirit muſt enable him to do this: 
for no man can ſay that Faſus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghoſt; and therefore, with- 
out the Holy Ghoſt how can any man 
ſay, that Jeſus is my Lord? Indeed he 
will be fo far from ſaying it, that he will 


queſtion whether it can be ſaid with cer- 
tainty. 


„ 
tainty. The natural man, who has not the 
divine grace of faith, is always reaſoning 
againſt it, and concludes with himſelf, that it 
is altogether preſumption. He cannot ſee 
how it works full aſſurance in the mind. 
And how ſhould he? As he is a ſtranger to 
the thing, how ſhould he judge of the na- 
ture of the evidence which it gives? He is 
a more improper judge, than a blind man is 
.of colours : for until he receive faith from 
God as his gift, and by the operation of God 
as the work of his Spirit, he can form no 
idea of the nature of the certainty which it 
produces in the mind. The ſcripture teaches 
him, that faith is the evidence of things not 
ſeen, even ſuch evidence as gives them a pre- 
ſent ſubſtance and reality ; ſo that the whole 
man, and every faculty of ſoul and body, reſt 
upon the certainty of them with full afſur- 
ance, and direct every word and work to- 
wards the attainment of them : but the na- 
tural man receiveth not theſe things. How 
the. eye of faith ſhould be open to ſee what 
is to the natural man inviſible, ſeems to him 
a great myſtery, And ſo. it will be, until 
God open his eyes. He only can do it: 
| yea, he only can convince him that he is 
now blind. Oh that the enlightening Spixit 
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may open the eyes of every perſon here pre- 
ſent who has no certainty of his intereſt in 
Chriſt, that he may not only be convinced 
ſuch a thing is to be attained, but may alſo 
be led to ſeek, until he find, all the comforts 
of it! which comforts [ W in the | 


ow to conſider, or 


The comforts wha T 3 ek of 
are realities — promiſed in God's infallible 
word — beſtowed by his Spirit — and re- 
ceived by faith. They no more depend upon 
fancy and imagination, than the objects 
do which we ſee with our eyes and handle 
with our hands. The ſoul has as true a per- 
ception of them, as the bodily ſenſes can have 
of any ſolid ſubſtance. And you may as 
well ſay, we are deluded at our common 
meals when we are eating or drinking, or 
when we are hearing a fine piece of muſic, 
as ſuppoſe righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy | 
in the Holy Ghoſt, to be a deluſion. Thank 
God, the believer knows, and is happy in 


5 knowing the reality of thoſe things. When 


he can ſay with the apoſtle, Jeſus Chriſt loved 
me, and gave himſelf for me — And with 
the faithful in the text — He is my beloved, 


and he is my friend; then he has the preſent 
poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion. of the graces and bleſſings. pur- 
chaſed by the Redeemer's obedience and ſuf- 
ferings, and the eternal poſſeſſion is ſecured 
to him under the ſeal of two infallible wit- 
neſſes, vis. the word and the Spirit of God. 
The comforts which he enjoys in this ſtate, 
can no more be deſcribed than the joys of 
heaven. He has a love which paſſeth know- 
ledge, a peace which ſurpaſſeth all under- 
ſtanding, a joy which is unſpeakable and full 
of glory. In one word—the Comforter is 
his. The eternal Spirit, whoſe name, whoſe 
office, whole glory it is to be the comforter 
of God's people, is his. He is the applier 
of all comfort, and he dwells in the heart 
to apply it; what comfort then can be 
wanting? He is the ſinner's comforter : for 
he comes to give him faith, and to aſſure 
him of his pardon and acceptance. He is 
the believer's comforter, in all times and 
ſtates, ſtrengthening and eſtabliſhing him, 
ſhedding abroad in his heart that love, 
which makes proſperity fate, and adverſity 
ſweet, and which renders even the way 
of the commandments delightful. And chis 
divine comforter is the deareſt pledge of our 
Lord's love: © for he ſhall take of mine, 
| "4 the bleffed Jeſus, © and ſhall woe it unto | 
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you, even to all his diſciples and followers 
to the end of the world. He ſhall take of my 
graces and bleſſings, and ſhall ſhew them 
unto you, ſhall manifeſt them and your 


Intereſt in them to your hearts. I will fend 


him. for this purpoſe. In this one gift, he 


ſent you all: becauſe he ſent you that Spirit 


who lets you know your intereſt in all. 
Knowing this, you are happy, yea happier 
than tongue of men or angels can deſcribe, 


Your loftieft deſcriptions fall ſhort of the 
| happineſs, which the Lord Jeſus gives by 


his Spirit in the preſent life: and they who 
taſte of it find that he 1s altogether lovely, 
and are aſſured that he is their beloved and 
their friend, May the God of all mercy 


and conſolation, aſſure every one of you of 
your intereſt in the Redeemer's friendſhip, 
that you may receive many happy proves 


of it, in time and 1 in eternity ' 


And now let us look into ourſelves, and 


apply what has been ſaid to our own hearts. 
Lou have heard what the Lord Jeſus did and 


ſuffered to make himſelf the beloved and the 
friend of all believers, and what knowledge 
he gives them of their intereſt in his obedi- 


ence and ſufferings, * what certainty they 


have 


— 
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have by faith of their intereſt in him, from 
whence flows a continual ſource of pure and 
ſpiritual comfort. Since theſe things are ſo, 
the matter is now brought to a point, and 
that is; Can you, my brethren, take up the 
words of the text, and upon the clear evi- 
dence of your own experience declare, Jeſus 
Chriſt is my beloved and my friend — He is 
mine, and I am his — His good Spirit bears 
teſtimony of it in my heart — The word of 
God bears teſtimony of it in my life: for I 
am become a new creature, and live a new 
life in Chriſt Jeſus. If you can ſay this with 
truth, then you are happy. But if you can- 
not, you want the true foundation of goſpel 
comfort, which is laid in Chriſt Jeſus, and in 
the evidence J have of my intereſt in him. 


But perhaps ſome of you may think, that 
there is no knowing for certain, and others 
may think it preſumption for a man to de- 
clare, that he knows ſo much of the ſtate of 
his ſoul, as to be certain that Chriſt is his 
beloved and his friend. Hear what the ſcrip- 
ture ſays: © Jeſus Chriſt,” ſays the bleſſed 
apoſtle Paul, loved me, and gave himſelf 
for me.” Certainly this was not preſump- 
tion in Paul, nor yet in the beloved Fohn, 

es. 1 ä 


* 
A 


> I*- 
WOT 
# 


1 

when he ſaid — © The Son of God hath 
“given us an underſtanding, that we may 
4 know him that is true, and we are in him 
© that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt,” 
He did not think it any preſumption to de- 
clare that he was in Chriſt, rooted and built 
up in him. 5 


But theſe apoſtles, ſome will ſay, were in- 
ſpired: they knew this by inſpiration, but is 
it the common privilege of all believers to 
know it? It is. Every true believer knows 
that Chriſt Jeſus 1s his Saviour and his God. 
Faith manifeſts it to him; and faith is 
wrough in him by the operation of the 
Holy Spirit for this very purpoſe, So ſays 
our church in the third part of the Homily of 
Salvation: The true faith is a ſure truſt 
% and confidence in God, that by the merits 
of Chriſt my fins be forgiven, and I am 
e reconciled to the favour of God, and am 
e“ partaker of the kingdom of heaven by 
„ Chriſt” And in the third part of the 
Homily for Rogation Week our church ſays, 
e that a man may feel his conſcience at peace 
« with God, through remiſſion of his fin.” So 
ſay the living members of our church, They 
can uſe her words without preſumption, and 

| | declare, 
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declare, that they have a ſure truſt and con- 
fidence in God, that by the merits of Chriſt 
their ſins are forgiven, and they are recon- 
ciled to the favour of God, and are partakers 
of the kingdom of heaven by Chriſt, and 
that they feel their conſcience at peace with 
God, through remiſſion of their ſin. What 
ean you object to theſe authorities? The li- 
turgy will not ſuffer any member of our 
church to make the leaſt objection: for in 
the prayer after the communion ſervice we 
are taught, That God does af/ure them, 
„ who have duly received theſe holy myſ- 
« teries, of his favour and goodneſs towards 
them; nay more, aſſures them that they 
are very members incorporate into the 
« myſtical body of his Son, and alſo aſſures 
© them, that they are heirs through the hope 
„ of his everlaſting kingdom.” Here our 
church plainly teaches, that a believer may 
know Chriſt to be his beloved and his friend: 
for he may have affurance of God's favour 
and goodneſs towards him, the aſſurance of 
his being united to Chriſt, and incorporated 
into his myſtical body, and the aſſurance of 
his being an heir of Chriſt's everlaſting king- 
dom. The warmeſt contenders for the aſ- 


furance of faith, could not have expreſſed 
their 
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1 
their opinion in ſtronger terms, than our 
church uſes in this prayer. And now, my 


brethren of the church of England, what do 
you think of theſe authorities? Are they not 
clear and deciſive? And will you not be de- 

termined by them? Here you have the word 
of God, and the Spirit of God, and the 
pegple of God with one voice declaring, 
that a man not only may know, but that it 

is the very office and work of ſaving faith 


to let him know, and to ure him of, the 
favour and goodneſs of God towards him, 


and that he is a member of Chriſt, and an 


heir of glory. Do not then, my brethren, 
deny a fact ſo well atteſted. Your denial of 
it will only prove your want of true ſaving 
faith. And it is a very ſtrong proof to 
others, would to God you ſaw your want 


of it yourſelves. At preſent you diſpute | 


againſt the certainty which faith gives, becauſe 
you have not received it, nor have any de- 
fire for it. Is not this the caſe? This ſhews 
your want of that faith, which is the opera- 
tion of God. When faith is the work of his 
grace, it brings abſolute certainty. Accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle, it gives ſubſtance to the 
things hoped for, and evidence to the things 


not ſeen, If you have not this kind of fait, 
4 „ 


1 
don't diſpute ind it, leſt you ſhould be 


found diſputing againſt God. Rather beg of 
God to give it you. Aſk him, if it be the 


privilege of believers to know Jeſus Chriſt 
to be your beloved and your friend, to give 
you this knowledge. Aſk it for the ſake of 
your preſent and eternal peace. If you de- 


fire a calm ſerene conſcience, free from the 


guilt of fin, and ſaved from the power and 
dominion of it, beg you may know your 


intereſt in the Lord Jeſus: for until you 


know it, you cannot live upon the promiſes 
nor enjoy the comforts of the goſpel. You 


cannot live upon the promiſes but by faith, 


by that faith which makes the things hoped 
for ſubſtantially preſent, and realizes the 
things not ſeen, and thus enjoys the com- 
forts of the goſpel. But as you have not this 
faith, you live without Chriſt in the world; 
and if you ſhould come to die without any 
hope in him, Oh think what your condition 
would then be! All your ſins would ftand 
unatoned againſt you. Conſcience would ac- 
cuſe. The broken law would condemn you. 
Juſtice muſt give you your due; and what? 


but the wages of ſin, even eternal deſtruc- 


tion of ſoul and body! Are not theſe very 
intereſting and alarming conſiderations? 1 
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pray God to give them their proper weight 
and influence upon your minds. May he 
convince you of your want of faith, and ſtir 
vou up to ſeek it as the free gift, and as the 
Work and operation of the almighty Spirit! 
Thus ſeek, and you ſhall find. Continue 
ſeeking with humility in the ways of the or- 
dinances, and you will be brought to the 
knowledge of a loving Saviour, who will 
give you many reaſons to call him Jaur be- 
loved and your friend. 


If then you are convinced of fin, and ſee 
your guilt and your danger, what ſhould 
hinder you from accepting the bleſſings of 
Chriſt's love ? Is it the ſenſe of your unwor- 
thineſs? He is the Saviour of the unworthy, 
Are you afraid he will not receive you, be- 
cauſe you are great ſinners? He came to fave 
the greateſt, But you have been high and 
long in rebellion againſt him. Then you 
ſtand in greater need of pardon, Make 
more haſte to obtain it, and apply more 
earneſtly for it. But you find ſo much weak- 
neſs and backwardneſs i in yourſelf that you 
are at a loſs how to take one ſep: this is 
another motive for applying to him, Read 
for your encouragement that ſweet ſcripture, 
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t The Son of man is come to ſeek and to 
tc fave that which was loſt.” Go then to 
him ſuch as you are, go as poor loſt ſinners, 
for ſuch he came to ſeek and to ſave. He 
is the beloved Saviour and friend of ſinners, 
His love to them brought him down from hea- 
ven—carried him through a blaſpheming, per- 


ſecuting world—nailed him to the croſs, and 


laid him in the grave. Can he want love for 
ſinners, who did ſo much, who bled to death 


for them? What can he with-hold from 


them, who is now their advocate, pleading 
their cauſe, and interceding for them at the bar 
of juſtice? Oh ſinner, conſider what a bleſ- 
ſing it is to have an advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, who is willing 
and able to ſupply all thy wants. Make 
them known to him. Open thy heart be- 
fore him, and acknowledge thy great and 
numerous ſins. Confeſs them, and they will 
be no bar to his love and friendſhip. He 
will do honour to his free grace by making 
thee out a full pardon. The Holy Spirit 
will be ſent to bear his teſtimony of it in 
thy heart, he will give thee love and joy in 
believing, he will cloath thee with the per- 
fect righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, he will 


_ enrich thy juſtified ſoul with his ſanctifying 
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graces, mortifying ſin in thee, and making 
thee alive to God; and he will make thee 
happy 1 in having the moſt high God and Sa- 
viour for thy beloved and thy friend, here in 
time and in 1 eternity. 


All this: and more than this, the Lord 
| Jeſus, will do for every unpardoned finner, 
who will apply to him. No tongue can re- 
late the greatneſs and number of the graces 
and bleſſings which he has to give to ſinners, 
Faith has a preſent taſte of them, and hope 
now enjoys them, and though imperfectly, 
yet no deſcription can come up to what the 
believer feels; and who then is able to 
deſcribe, how great they will be when faith 
and hope ſhall ceaſe, and the ſoul ſhall be 
filled with the love of God? Oh what hap- 
pineſs, what a heaven will it be, to ſee our 
Saviour in the brightneſs of divine glory! 
To behold him face to face — and then to 
be able to ſay of him, whom all the hoſt of 
heaven worſhip, of the eternal and almighty 
God whom all the redeemed adore — this is 
my beloved and this is my friend ! that will 
be joy unſpeakable. Oh how lovely, how 
altogether lovely, will this bleſſed God then ap- 
pear in the eyes of ſinners, when his love and 
tfriend- 
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friendſhip ſhall have brought them ſafe to 
the enjoyment of his eternal glory! How 
will they then admire and praiſe the wonders 
of his redeeming love! What ſubject of joy, 
and gratitude, and thanks, will their conſi- 
deration of his free grace afford them, which 
raiſed them from the loweſt ſtate of wretched- 
neſs to the higheſt happineſs of his heaven! 
Certainly their bleſſedneſs ſurpaſſeth all un- 
derſtanding. No tongue can utter, or heart 
conceive, how great it is. And yet, ſinner, 
all this may be thine. The Lord Jefus pro- 
miſes it freely. Come then and accept of it. 
Unleſs thou thinkeſt thy fins can make thee 
happier than God can, return to them no 
more. Now cloſe in with the invitation that 
is made thee. Take Jeſus for thy God. Go 
this day, this hour to the throne of his grace. 
Commit thyſelf into his hands, ſinful as thou 
art, and he will ſend his good Spirit into thy 
heart, to give thee preſent comforts of ſalva- 
tion, and to prepare thee for the eternal ſal- 
vation of thy Lord and thy God. 


And now what wait we for, O thou moſt 

bleſſed God and moſt loving Saviour, but 
that we may all experience the truth of this 
ſcripture, Write itz Lord Jeſus, in all our 
Q 3” _- 
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hearts. Send us away with warm impreſſions 
of it upon our minds. Oh that every ſoul 
here preſent had reaſon to lay, Lea, he is al- 
together lovely Whatever is lovely in hea- 
ven and earth meets in the incarnate God, 
and this incarnate God is my beloved and this 
is my friend. May the grace of the Eternal 
Three, of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ma- 
nifeſt to your ſouls the perfect lovelineſs of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and keep him your beloved and 
your friend in time, until you ſee him face to 
face in his eternal glory! Amen and Amen, 


4 
- 
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SERMON IX. 


Chap. vi. Ver. 1. 


Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fare 
among women | whither ts thy beloved - 


turned aft de, that we may JE him with 
thee ? 


| the a of the 5th chapter we find 

the believer fallen into a ſpiritual ſlumber. 
After much ſweet communion with Chriſt, 
and long walking in the light of his coun- 
tenance, he grew negligent. While the 
bridegroom tarried, he flumbered and ſlept. 
He left off ſtirring up the gift of God that 
was in him, and ceaſed to be watchful and 
to ſtrengthen the things which remain, 
And thus he forgot the rule laid down 
_ the conduct of believers—*® Let us not 
&« fleep, as others do, but let us watch and 
9 be ſober,” 


Chriſt 3 is repreſented as coming to che ſoul 
PAS: in this ſecurity; butit was nay a total, 


. 
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_ univerſal ſleep, like the dead ſleep of fin: 


for he found the heart awake, and capable 


of diſtinguiſhing it to be his voice, that 
 #knocked at the door of the heart for ad- 


2 4 


mittance, and ſaid, © Open to me, my ſiſter, 
« my love, my dove, my undefiled; for I 
* have been waiting till my head is filled 
de with dew, and my locks with the drops 
e of the night.” The ſoul, willing to enjoy 


its indolent ſlumber, excuſes itſelf from riſing 


to let him in. Upon which he withdrew 


himſelf, and hid his face. He took away 
the ſenſible feeling of his comforts, but at 
the ſame time left ſomething in the heart, 


which made it ſenſible of its paſt unkindneſs, 


and put it upon endeavouring earneſtly to 
recover its former communion - and {ſweet 
fellowſhip with Chriſt. The ſoul is reſtleſs 
until they be recovered, goes out to ſeek 
for Chriſt, but cannot find him—calls, but 
he gives no anſwer—meets with reproach 
and perſecution in the ſearch, and yet gives 


it not over—turns to the daughters of Feru- 


ſalem, the outward members of the church, 


and charges them if they found her beloved 


to tell him, that ſhe was ſick of love; ſhe 


had enjoyed the ſweetneſs of his preſence, 
and now ſo diſtinctly diſcerned his abſence, 
| | As 
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as to be ſick and in pain for the return of 
his love. Inſtead of anwering direQly, they 
_ enquire, © What is thy beloved more than 
& another beloved, O thou faireſt among 
« women ! what is thy beloved more than 
ce another beloved, that thou ſo chargeſt us?” 
This queſtion gave occaſion to the believer to 
deſcribe his beloved. He draws a character 
of Chriſt, and paints his excellencies under 
the moſt ſublime images nature could afford; 
but finds all too mean to expreſs Chriſt's 
worth, and his value for it. He therefore 
ſums it up in theſe words —“ Yea, he is 
4 altogether lovely — This is my beloved 
« and this is my friend, O daughters of 
« Feruſalem.” —Although he has withdrawn 
himſelf, yet ſtill he is altogether lovely in 
my eyes: for I know that I am intereſted 
in him, and this gives a new grace to his 
every excellency. Still he is my beloved 
and I am his, ſtill he is my friend and I am 
his. Although he has for a time hid his 
face from me, yet I believe that ere long 1 


ſhall again walk in the light of his counte-= 


nance. This enlivened deſcription of - Chriſt 
fired the daughters of Feruſalem. They now 
ſaw there was ſomething. more in this be- 
loved, than in another beloved. And they 
1 in had 
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had” good deſires ſtirred up in their hearts, 


earneft and fervent deſires, to ſhare in his 
love, and to partake of his graces and bleſ- 
ſings: for thus they now reply, in a very 
different temper to what they ſhewed be- 


fore Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou 


“ faireſt among women! whither is thy be- 
“ loved turned aſide, that we may ſeek him 
% with thee?” May the Holy Spirit by his 
gracious influence diſpoſe every one of us to 


feek, as they did, until we find an intereſt in 


the bleſſed Jeſus. And to this end, may he 
accompany with his grace and bleſing What 
mall now be offered, | 


Firſt, Concerning the character of the per- 
fons who ſpeak the words of the } texkt. 


Secondly, Concerning the fuby e-matter of 
their e And 


Thirdly, Concerning the aſe we are to 
make of it. 


And Fi, The 50 8 who freak in the 
text are called © the daughters of Ferr/alem.” 
Jeruſalem is the church. The ſcripture ap- 
pies the word, both to the IT of 


e 
the faithful here below, and alſo to the hea- 
venly Feruſalem that is above. The daugh- 
ters of the church are its members, who 
were bred and educated in it. They lived 
in her communion, and partook of her or- 
dinances. And yet they ſeem to have had 
no experience of that ſweet and ſpiritual 
union which the believer enjoyed with his 
beloved Saviour: for they enquire what he 
ſaw in Chriſt more than in any other be- 
loved, and being made acquainted with his 
graces and excellencies, then they deſire to 
ſeek him along with the believer. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances plainly prove that they were not 
intimately and vitally united to Chriſt by 
faith. They were not joined to him as the 
head of the myſtical body; nor, as his living 
members, were they drawing nouriſhment 
and ſtrength from him, for the ſupport and 
carrying on of their ſpiritual life. They were 
not as living branches grafted into the true 
vine, and bearing much fruit by their union 
with him; but they contented themſelves 
with living within the pale of the viſible 
church, and thought themſelves ſafe and 
happy in church-memberſhip. They were 
the children of Abraham, admitted into the 


covenant on the eighth day, lived a; 
| _ Gods 


„ 
God's choſen people, who had the law and 
the promiſes, and they were ſtrict in the ob- 
ſervance of the inſtituted rites and ceremo- 
nies. Eaſy and ſecure in this ſtate, none of 
them enquired— All theſe have I kept, what 
lack I yet? One thing thou lackeſt—ſpiri- _ 
tual communion with Chriſt, without which 
church privileges and outward ordinances do 
not anſwer the end of their appointment. It 
is the ſpirit that quickeneth, the fleſh profiteth 
nothing. The fleſh, the outward ſervice, pro- 
fiteth nothing, unleſs the quickening Spirit go 
along with it. And the quickening Spirit has 
not gone along with it, until he has begun to 
draw the ſoul to Chriſt, and to unite it to bim 
by faith. 


If we look among the members of our 
deck we ſhall find too many followers of 
theſe daughters of Jeruſalem, We have ſome, 
who becaule they live in the communion of 
a ſound apoſtolic church, therefore think 
themſelves ſafe, while their lives give open 
ſcandal and offence to all good men. Their 
opinion about good mother church is very 
much like the opinion of the Papifts, who 

think the living in the church can ſave them, 
although they live in their ſins. And we 
[EE | r 
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have others, who make the greateſt boaſt of 
their love to our church, and ſpeak of her 
in the higheſt terms, who are only outward 
members of her communion. They will 
contend with all their might for the purity 
of her rites and ceremonies, and will draw 
their ſwords to defend the divine inſtitution 
of epiſcopacy, and to cut off from all com- 
munion with Chriſt thoſe vile ſchiſmatics 
who will not live in the communion of the 
church of England; while they have not a 
word to ſay for the neceſſity of being united 
to the Head of the Catholic Church, and of 
being joined to him by living faith. Nay, 
perhaps, when they hear, that unleſs the Holy 
Spirit be the bond on Chriſt's part uniting 
him to the believer, and faith on his part 
uniting him to Chriſt, it will be of very little 
. conſequence in what outward communion a 
man lives: when they hear this, it is too 
hard a ſaying, they cannot bear it. They 
think, that a ſound church with a good li- 
turgy, ſcripture articles and homilies, and a 
regular diſcipline, are the main things. 
Doubtleſs they are good things. God for- 
bid our church ſhould be without them, 
and God forbid any member of our church 
ſhould reſt in them : for in this communion, 
excellent 
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excellent as it is, a man believing it to be 
excellent may yet live without the grace of 
Chriſt, and periſh from glory for ever. The 
church is not a Saviour. We Proteſtants 
have one Saviour, even Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
The Paprifts indeed make a Saviour of the 
church, and a far greater Saviour than 
Chriſt : for the holy mother church can ſave 
a man who dies in his ſins unrepented of, 
which Chriſt has no where in ſcripture pro- 
miſed to do. And our high churchmen, in 
the heat of their party zeal, ſpeak and a& in 
the very ſpirit of Popery. By laying ſo much 
ſtreſs, nay laying all the ſtreſs, as ſome of 
them do, upon outward communion, they 
omit the weightier matter of inward commu- 
nion with the head of the church, without 
which, of whatever reformed church or Pro- 
teftant congregation a man be a member, he 
is no member of the true church of Chriſt, 
He has not the ſpirit of Chrift uniting him 
to the head of the myſtical body, and with- 
out the ſpirit of Chriſt he is noae of his, 
Reſt not then, I beſeech you my brethren, in 
outward memberſhip to 'this or that com- 
munion. Don't place your religion in exter- 
nals. You may live in the belt communion 


* earth, and ſuch 3 I take the church 
1 þ 


e 

of England to be, and yet you may be out of 
Chriſt's kingdom. Outward things of them- 
ſelves will not avail: for the kingdom of God 
does not conſiſt in meat and drink, or in any 
thing external, but in righteouſneſs, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. His kingdom is 
a ſpiritual thing. It is formed within us, in 
the heart. There Chriſt muſt rule and go- 
vern. Seek then to have his kingdom ſet up 
within you by an inward work of his grace. 
Beg of God to ſhew you your want of it; and 
when it ſhall pleaſe him to convince you, that 
no outward things can avail, not even his own 
inſtitutions, unleſs his quickening Spirit be in 
them, then he will bring you into a proper 
frame and temper of mind to join with the 
daughters of Feruſalem in the text, in ſeeking 
the knowledge of your intereſt in Chriſt; 
which is the W ene to be confi. 
dered. 


The heliever had deſcribed the excellen- 
cies and perfections of his beloved Jeſus, and 
had ſpoken feelingly of his own intereſt in 
them. The deſcription ftirred up the daugh- 
ters of Fexuſalem, who wondered at firſt 
what he ſaw in his-Jeſus to be ſo enamoured 
with him, to defire that they _— HAVE the 
5 4 | _ lame 


1 
ſame happy experience. And they, who 
could enquire before what there was in him, 
more than in another beloved, now aſk, 
„ Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou 
© faireſt among women?“ Chrift had be- 
fore called her the faireſt among women, 
She had no beauty in herſelf—Defiled and 
deformed with natural and actual guilt, ſhe 
was caſt out to the loathing of her perſon. 


He that is of purer eyes than to behold the 


| leaſt iniquity, could not ſee any thing in her 

but uglineſs and ſinful deformity ; and yet 
the love of the Lord Jeſus has cleanſed her 
from every ſpot and ſtain of ſin. In the 
16th chapter of Eze#:ic/ we have a ſweet de- 
ſeription of his free grace and love. When 
J paſſed by thee,” ſays he, © and ſaw thee 


© polluted in thine own blood, I ſaid unto 


e thee when thou waſt in thy blood, Live; 
« yea, I faid unto thee when thou waſt in 
& thy blood, Live.” —And after deſcribing 
the ſeveral ſteps which' he took to raiſe her 
up, to ornament her, and to ennoble her, 
he adds—“ Thy renown went forth among 
the heathen for thy beauty: for it was 
„ perfect through my comelineſs, which I 


& had put upon thee, faith the Lord God.” 


He cloathed her with the ee robe of 
his DN 
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his own righteouſnefs, and made her perfect 
through his comelineſs which he put upon 
her. All our comelineſs now conſiſts in 
what Chriſt puts upon us, and in what he 
works in us. While man was innocent, he 
wanted no cloathing ; but when he loſt the 
image of God, then ſhame and ſin made 
cloathing neceſſary. The ſinful body is 
forced to go to the creatures to borrow a 
covering from them, and the ſoul has no 
covering but what comes from the Head of 
the Church. The moon has no light but 
what ſhe receives from the ſun. The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt ſhines in the beams of her huſband. 
Covered and ornamented with his righteouſ- 
| neſs, and enriched with the graces of his 
Spirit, ſhe is the faireſt among women; fair 
in the ſight of an infinitely holy God, in the 
eye of the perfect law ſhe appears to be 
without ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing, 
holy and without blemiſn. In this amiable 
light ſhe now appears to the daughters of 
Jeruſalem. They ſee and acknowledge her 
perfect beauty, and earneſtly deſire to par- 
take of her Lord's love. Whither, ſay they, 
is thy beloved, whoſe love was able to cloath 
thee with this immaculate robe of righteouſ- 
neſs, and whoſe ſpirit has enriched thee with 
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fo many divine graces,—whither is he gone? - 

They know he had withdrawn himſelf from 
the believer, but it's plain from this queſtion, 
that they did not think Chriſt had quite for- 
ſaken him; — they ſuppoſed he ftill knew 
Chriſt, and was able to inform them whither 
he was gone. The words immediately fol- 
lowing the text ſhew, that he was acquainted 
where Chriſt then vouchſafed his preſence, 
though he had hid his face from him—— 
« My beloved” ſays he, © is gone down into 
„ his garden.” — He is ſtill in the garden of 
his church. There he was to be found.— 
He was ſtill preſent by his Spirit in the or- 
dinances, and in them he was determined to 
wait until he found his beloved. Chriſt 
had taken away the light of his countenance, 
not only to chaſtiſe his former ſleepy ſecu- 
rity, and to make him more earneſt in ſeek- 
ing his Lord, and to make him more thank- 
ful when he ſhould find him; but alſo to 
render him the means, as it here proved, of 
ſtirring up others to ſeek for a clear know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and the experience of his 
love— © Whither is thy beloved gone,” ſay 
they, © whither is thy beloved turned afide?” 
—not wholly departed, but only turned aſide; 

tell us, © that we may ſeek him with thee.” 


How 
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How wonderfully does grace appear to work 
by the growth of theſe good deſires in the 
daughters of Feruſalem! And how ready 
ſhould we be to ſpeak a word for Chriſt, 
ſince ſuch may be the happy effects! How 
induſtrious ought we to be to ſeek occaſions, 


how careful to negle& none! As we know 


not which word 1s to proſper, either this or 
that, let us take every opportunity of ſaying 
ſomething for Chriſt. Let us inform men. 
what he 1s, and what we know of him, and 
who can tell but a very imperfect, yet well- 
meant deſcription, may receive a bleſſing. — 
Have we not great encouragement. in the 

morning to ſow our ſeed, and in the evening 


not to with-hold our hand, from the ſucceſs 


mentioned in the text? When the daughters 
of Jeruſalem heard the believer claire up- 
on the excellencies of Chriſt, and ſer forth 


his own ſhare and intercſt in them, and ſaw 


that no diſcouragements could cool the 
ardor of his love, they were hereby ſtirred 
up; theſe were the means, under God, of 
putting them upon defiring a nearer and 
more cloſe acquaintance with Chriſt. They 


knew him before by profeſſion, but now 


they wanted the poſſeſſion of him. They 
wanted to know Chriſt to be. theirs. At 
K-23: | firſt. 
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firſt they ſaw no form nor comelineſs i in him, 


that they ſhould deſire him. But now the 
deſires of their hearts are after him. They 


ſee their want of him, they are convinced of 
his all- ſufficiency to ſupply their wants, they 
believe he is able, and they nope he is willing, 
they neither doubt of his power or of his 
love to ſave, and therefore they reſolve to 
ſeek him, until they have experienced the 
truth of the character which they had heard 
of him, and can call him Heir beloved and 
their friend. 


Conſidering the words in this light, they 
hold out to us one plain leſſon. When the 


daughters of Feruſalem heard of the beau- 


ties and excellencies of God the Saviour, it 
wrought upon their hearts, and kindled fer- 
vent and earneſt deſires to know their intereſt 
in him. Still God works in the ſame man- 
ner. When Chriſt is ſet forth in his divine 
graces, and attributes, and offices, the Holy 
Spirit thereby ſtirs up deſires in the hearts 
of ſinners, to ſeek Chriſt and his ſalvation; 
and he alſo excites holy affections in believers 
to follow Chriſt more cloſely. Has he, my 
brethren, wrought thus in any of your hearts! 
How have you been affected with theſe dit 

| courſes 


e 
courſes upon the lovelineſs and perfections 


of Jeſus Chriſt? Have they made any good 
impreſſion upon you? Have you had ſtronger 


deſires after Chriſt, and have you ſeen him 


more lovely than you ever did before? — 


| Theſe effects ought to have followed: for 


his © name is as ointment poured forth; the 
preaching of his name is like opening a box 
of the richeſt perfume. It diffuſes its fra- 
grancy all around, ſo that the houſe is filled 
with the grateful odour of the ointment, Did 


you perceive none of it poured forth, none 


of this union from the Holy One deſcending 
upon you this day? Did you find no ſweet 


' favour of grace working in your hearts, while 


[ was attempting to draw a ſhort character 
of the lovelineſs of Jeſus? Did he appear to 
you altogether lovely, as man, as God, as 
God-man united in one Saviour; and was it 
the prayer of your ſoul, that you might find 
him your beloved and your friend? If the 
Holy Spirit accompanied the word, theſe 
effects have followed; if they have, give the 
glory to God, and be thankful; and if they 
have not, Oh that he may now enable me to 
ſpeak a word to your conſciences, under my 
third and laſt head, which was to make a pro- 


per uſe and application of what has been ſaid. 
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The believer, though under ſpiritual de- 
ſertion, could ſee nothing worth ſeeking after 
but his beloved Saviour. He ſeeks him, tho 
he cannot find — calls, tho' he has no an- 
ſwer — continues ſeeking and calling, tho? 
he meets with diſgrace and perſecution. 
The pleaſing remembrance of their love, 
would not ſuffer him to reſt until it was re- 
newed. His love grew with ſeeking. Op- 
poſition made it burn the brighter. He went 
on, nothing diſcouraged, until he found the 
daughters of Jeruſalem, and made them ac- 
quainted with his caſe. They aſk, what he 
found in this Jeſus, that he was ſo diſtreſſed 
at his withdrawing himſelf from him? this 
gave him occaſion to draw the character of 
his beloved, which he does in a very enli- 
vened deſcription, ſetting forth, in the moſt 
beautiful colours, what he was in himſelf, 
and what he was to him; the perfect loveli- 
neſs of Chriſt, and his intereſt in it. Upon 
this the daughters of Feru/alem take fire— 

They become alſo in love with Chriſt, and 
deſire to ſhare in thoſe perfections, the ac- 
count of which had touched their hearts and 
inflamed their affections. 


Now 
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Now if the Spirit of God be moving in 


your hearts, this is, my brethren, the caſe 
with you. You are convinced of your own 
ſpiritual wants, and of Chriſt's being an all- 
' ſufficient and a loving Saviour; and while I 
have been deſcribing him, you have ſent up 
many a with to heaven, praying him to reveal 
himſelf to you, and to manifeſt his love to 
your ſoul. This is always the conſequence 


of preaching Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, when God 


effectually works with the word preached. — 
When the Holy Spirit accompanies it with 
his divine grace, it is then the power of God 
unto  falvation, | Bur, | 


If this has not been the effect, if 1 you have 
had no defires awakened in your minds after 
Chriſt, conſider, I beſeech you, what a ſtate 
of guilt and danger you are in. Jeſus Chriſt 

has all the excellencies of heaven and earth ; 
every thing that ought to gain your eſteem 
in his human nature, every thing that can 
demand your love in his divine nature, and 


as God-man united in one Saviour, he has 
every grace and every bleſſing to give, that 


can make you happy in time and in eternity. 


And yet though he has every thing valuable A 
that can win the underſtanding, though he P 
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has every thing deſireable, that can gain the 
will, though he has every thing lovely, that 
can influence the heart and the affections, 
you can' hear of him without any emotion, 
You ſee no form nor comelineſs in him 
that you ſhould defire him. Without an 
intereſt in him you muſt be miſerable for 
ever. - He alone can ſave you from the 
juſt puniſhment due to your fins, and yet 
your hopes and fears, your own intereſt, 
your love of pleaſure and hatred of pain, 
cannot prevail with you to love and eſteem 
the God of our ſalvation. What is the reaſon 
of this? Why are all the faculties of the ſoul 
thus ſtrongly biaſſed againſt their own inte- 
reſt? Propoſe to them any ſenſual pleaſure, 
they eagerly deſire and ardently purſue it, 
and with the ſame propenſity they fly from 
ſenſual pain. But in matters relating to the 
ſoul they act directly contrary. Jeſus Chriſt 
being the Saviour of the world, has every 
ſpiritual pleaſure to give, and yet they nei- 
ther eagerly deſire, nor ardently purſue it— 
Without an intereſt in him, body and ſoul. 
will be in everlaſting pain, and yet mey do 
not fly to him, that they may avoid it — 
Whence is it that men act thus abſurdly, 


thus unnaturally? The ſcripture gives this 
reaſon. 


TW, 


reaſon. Sin has corrupted all the faculties 
of ſoul and body, and has got dominion over 
them. It has blinded the underſtanding, 
which is dark, yea darkneſs itſelf the apoſtle 
ſays, not only without the actual knowledge 
of God, and of the things of God, but alſo 
without the potential knowledge of them : 
for the natural man perceiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God.” From whence 
we learn his aCtual want of knowledge i in the 
things of God. But leſt ſome ſhould aſcribe 
this to his neglect of them, or to his not 
being acquainted with metaphyſics or moral 


reaſoning, the apoſtle adds, © neither can he 


* know them,” let him ſtudy them ever ſo 
much: From hence we learn his want of 
power to know them, and this is the reaſon, 
* becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” — 
An evident proof, that the faculties of the 
natural man are as much under the power 
of fin, as a dead corpſe is under the power 
of death. In all ſpiritual matters he is like 


a dead man, without any ſpiritual diſcern- 


ment. He cannot turn his mind to think, 
| his will to deſire, or his affections to love 
them. Sin has abſolute dominion over him, 


and forces him to ſerve it with all the powers | 


of ſoul and body, even to their own deſtruc- 
Ws | 4 1 * tion. 


oo „1. 8 2363 


16 


tion. In this ſtate, dreadful as it is, you are 
at preſent. If the deſires of your heart be 
not after Chriſt — if you do not at this time 
with from your ſouls, that you may have an 
intereſt in the lovelineſs and excellencies of 
Chriſt, and may know him to be your Sa- 
viour and your God — then be aſſured that 
you are ſtill under the power of ſin. It has 
entirely blinded you; and 1 ſhould be an 
enemy to my bleſſed Maſter, and an enemy 
to your happineſs, if I did not ſpeak to you 

freely and openly, and warn you of your 
danger. Out of love to your ſouls I cannot 
be ſilent ; and whether you will hear or whe- 
ther you will forbear, I _ deliver my own 


foul. 


I ſuppoſe, my li” you profeſs. your- 
ſelves Chriſtians, and you believe that Jeſus 
Chriſt is a perfect and complete Saviour; and 
you believe farther, that you ſhall ſome ine 
or other ſtand in need of his ſalvation ; but 
you have no deſire to experience it at profit; 
You do not want preſent ſalvation from fin. 
You cannot but wiſh to be freed from the 
guilt and puniſhment of it, but then you 
have no wiſhes to be freed from its domi- 
nion : 1s it not evident therefore, that it till 
| has 
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has dominion over you: and being ſo, you 
are children of God's wrath, under the curſes 
of his holy law, ſentenced by it and con- 
demned to everlaſting torments, death will 
ſoon come, and inflict the curſes of the law 
upon you, even the moſt terrible and dread- 
ful of them. How awful and ftriking are 
theſe words! Who but a man dead in ſin, 
could ſtand out againſt the force of them? 
If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
« let him be anathema maranatha.” You 
are here put under the heavieſt and bittereſt 
of divine curſes, not only if you hate or op- 
poſe Jeſus Chriſt, but alſo if you do not love 
him. Oh conſider then and weigh this ſcrip- 
ture carefully, if you have not ſome love for 
the Lord Jeſus, and are not ſeeking to love 
him more. I leave it upon your minds, and 
may God write it upon all your hearts, that 
you may fly from this anathema maranatha 
to the arms of that loving Saviour, who alone 
can deliver you from it. Flee, then, from 
ſin. Flee, then, from fatan. Flee from all 
the enemies of your ſouls to this loving God, 
_ who is almighty to ſave. And to thoſe who 
are flying to him for ſalvation, and whole 
hearts have been ſtirred up to ſeek him along 
with theſe daughters of Feru/alem, I make 
my ſecond — remark, | 
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My brethren, you have great reaſon to be 
thankful for theſe firſt motions of grace. — 
God has begun to draw you to himſelf ;— 
follow and run after him. Seek him, while 
he may be found. And, for your encourage- 
ment, remember how many ſweet en 
God has made in ſcripture to them that ſeek 
him. © "Thoſe that ſeek me early”, ſays wil- 
| dom, © ſhall find me.” Prov. viii. 17. 

Chriſt, who was made unto us wiſdom, hows 
declares that he will be found of them that 
ſeek him. And again he ſays, Seek and 
ye ſhall find; for every one that ſeeketh 
„ findeth.” Theſe are the words of the God 

of truth, and they ſhall ſtand faſt for ever 
and ever. His almighty power will, againſt 
all oppoſition, fulfil his promiſes. And his 
faithful people find them fulfilled. They 
have the comfortable experience of them. 
One of his people, a man after his own heart, 
has declared, Thou Lord haſt never failed 
& them that ſeek thee.” — No, never — at 
no time has he diſappointed them. If they 
ſought happineſs 1 in him, they infallibly found 
it. And this is the experience of all God's 
people. They can take up the prophet's 
words, and with one voice declare, Thou, 
“ Lord, haſt never failed them that ſeek thee.” 
Here is comfort for them that ſeek the Lord 

Jeſus, 
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Jeſus. How happy would worldly men 
think themſelves, if they were upon this foot- 
ing, if they were ſure of finding what they 
| ſeek! Let them not riſe up in judgment 
againſt you, my brethren, and condemn you 
for not ſeeking what you could not but 
have found, if you had ſought aright: Chriſt 
is to be found in his own ordinances. He is 
to be met with, not in the wilderneſs of the 
world, but in the incloſed garden of the 
church. Thither he ſtill comes down, and 
manifeſts himſelf to them that ſeek him. — 
In the aſſemblies of his people he will be 
made known by animating and quickening 
the word, and by rendering it effectual to 
awaken ſinners from the dead ſleep of fin, 
to encourage ſeekers to go on until they find, 
and to build up and ftrengthen them that 
have found. He will prove himſelf to be 
the God who heareth prayer, by hearing and 
anſwering their petitions for themſelves, and 
their ſupplications for all men. He will 
make himſelf known to them by breaking 
of bread, and by feeding and ftrengthening 
their ſouls with his body and blood at his 
own table. He ftill comes down with his 
gracious preſence into theſe ordinances, and 
animates and enlivens them. We are his 
witneſſes; for we find his good Spirit in them. 
Oh 
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Oh continue then ſeeking, and continue in 
the ways of his own appointing ; and when 
it will be moſt for his glory, and for your 
comfort and ſalvation, you have his word of 
promiſe you ball find. And ſooner ſhall 
heaven and earth paſs away, than the leaſt 
tittle of any of his promiſes ſhall fail. © Seek 
and ye ſhall find. And to them who have 
found, I have a word of exhortation i in the 


third and laſt 2 


My Chriſtian brethees, flee you know 
Chriſt to be altogether lovely, and to be 
your beloved and your friend, pray daily for 
more and more of his love. Beſeech the 
Holy Spirit to ſhed it abroad abundantly in 
your hearts, that you may honour him more 

in your lives, and praiſe him more with 
your lips. How meanly ſoever men may 
think of him, be not ye aſhamed to own 

what he has done for your ſouls. Publiſh 
his praiſes. Proclaim to all about you what 
a loving Saviour you have found. If you, 
after what you have experienced, were ſilent, 
| ſurely the very ſtones will cry out. Speak 

out then, and tell of his matchleſs excel- 
lencies, and infinite perfections, and try to 
ſtir up others to ſeek. Preſs them to leave 
ſin, and to come to him; for nothing but fin 
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can keep them from him. Perſuade them 
to leave the poor unſatisfying joys of fin, 
and to ſeek his heavenly pleaſures. Among 
your acquaintance and friends, in your fa- 
mily, in all companies, ſpeak a word for 
your dear Saviour. He ſometimes bleſſes a 
well-meant ſpeech, if it be neither learned nor 
elegant. But if it ſhould not be a bleſſing to 
others, yet it will certainly be one to yourſelf: 
for he hath promiſed — © Them that honour 
me, I will honour.” 


The ſcope and deſign of what I have ſaid 
was to perſuade you all to ſeek the know- 
ledge of your intereſt in Chriſt's love, as the 
only means of making you happy. Know- 
ing your intereſt in him is the ground of 
your love: for if you had no knowledge or 
experience of his love, how could you love 
him becauſe he firſt loved you? Your love 
is only the reflex act of his love. And you 
muſt know that he loves you, before you 

can be truly happy; and you muſt be happy 
in him, before you can have any motive to 
ſing his praiſes from your heart. It is the 
bleſſed employment of the faithful upon 
earth, and of the glorified ſaints in heaven, 
to give Honour, and bleſſing, and praiſe to 
the Lamb that was ſlain, and hath redeemed 

| them £ 
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them unto God by his blood. Can you, 


my brethren, join your hearts and voices 


with their's? Are you able to praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs, and to declare the wonders 
that he hath done for your ſoul — to be tell- 
ing of his ſalvation from day to day, every 
day, and all the day. If you have not rea- 


ſon enough to be always giving of thanks, 


you may be affured you are not a real mem- 


ber of the church of Chriſt. If you were, 
you would find the truth of this ſcripture — 
© Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy houſe, 


„ they will be always praiſing thee.” This 
is the ſweet employment of thoſe who dwell 
in the houle of God, in the church here be- 


low. It is meet, right, and their bounden 
duty, that they ſhould at all times, and in all 


places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord,—holy 


Father, almighty, everlaſting God. It is 


their duty, and they reckon it their privi- 
lege; and ſorry they are when they either 
find themſelves interrupted by the neceſſary 
affairs of this life, or through coldneſs of 
their affections are indiſpoſed for the delight- 
ful exerciſe of thankſgiving. But thanks be 


to God, who will ſoon deliver us from both 


theſe hindrances. Ere long we ſhall join 
the glorified ſpirits who are now ſtanding 


round the throne, ſinging the praiſes of God 


and 
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and the Lamb. This is their conſtant and 
happy employment. And his infinite ador- 
able perfections will find them freſh matter 
of praiſe to all eternity. Suppoſe any of you 
were to go out of the world in love with ſin, 
and void of the love of Chriſt, you could 
not join them, nor would it be any pleaſure 
to you to hear them aſcribe bleſſing, and ho- 
nour, and glory, and power to him that ſitteth 
on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and 
ever. This is the felicity of an innumerable 
company of angels, and of the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect: but it could be none to 
you, becauſe your heart was not fitted for it. 
If you believe this, and if God's word be 
true, you cannot deny it: then aſk yourſelves, 

Would you chooſe to die unfit for the j Joys 
of heaven? Surely you would not. Why 
then do you live unfit for them ? If ever you 
reliſh them, you muſt begin to taſte their 
ſweetneſs here. In this life the praiſes of 
Chriſt muſt be your delight, if they ever be 
in the next. Weigh theſe motives, and give 
them the attention which they deſerve. Con- 
der them under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit. Pray for his grace. And may he diſ- 
poſe you to ſeek the knowledge of your in- 


tereſt! in Chrift, and enable you to wait until 
8 his 


. 
his love be ſhed abroad in your hearts; and 
then you will have reaſon to rejoice in your 
redeeming God, in time and in eternity. And 
that this may be your happy experience, let 
us pray for it. May he who ſitteth upon the 
throne hear and anſwer! 


Look down with mercy, O thou almighty 
and loving Saviour, upon this whole con- 
gregation. All hearts are open, all deſires 
known, and no ſecrets are hid from thee. 
O cleanſe the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit, and enable 
every one of us to form a right judgment of 
what we have heard. Stir up, we pray thee, 
thy power, and come among us, and with 
great might convince thoſe perſons of their 
guilt and of their danger, who are ſeeking 
happineſs in the world, and put it into their 
hearts to ſeek it in thee. Teach them, bleſſed 
Lord, that there is no true happineſs to be 
found in a world, which lieth in ſin. Let 
them experience the deluſion of all worldly 
joys, that they may ſeek for thoſe joys which 
thine almighty love has to beſtow. And to 
| thoſe, whom thou haſt given grace to ſeek, 
give more grace. Confirm and ſtrengthen 
the good deſires of thoſe who are waiting for 

e thy 
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thy falvation. Keep them by thy power, un- 
til thou ſave them from their ſins. And ſave 
us all, O thou Lord God omnipotent, ſave us 
from the power of ſin. Deliver us more and 
more from its dominion. May all the Lord's 
people ſerve him out of a pure heart, and with 
love unfeigned ; and may they go on re- 
joicing to do or to ſuffer his will, until he 
who got himſelf glory by them upon earth, 
| ſhall be glorified in them in heaven, by be- 
ſtowing upon them an exceeding- and eternal 
weight of glory. And when he cometh thus 
to be glorified in his ſaints, and we know not 
how near the day of his coming may be— 
Oh may it be your happineſs and mine then 
to be found at his right hand, to hear the al- 
mighty Judge pronounce us bleſſed, and to 
enter into the joy of our Lord, there to praiſe 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three ſelf- 
exiſtent perſons in one Jehovah ; to whom be 
honour and glory, dominion and power, 
thankſgiving and worſhip now, and for ever 
and ever. Amen, 
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SERMON X. 


Chap. viii. Ver. 5. 


Who ts this that cometh up from the wilderneſs, 
leaning upon her beloved? 


XE have in theſe words a beautiful 
repreſentation of our Lord's love 
to his people. In whatever light we con- 
ſider him, he is amiable and altogether 
lovely. He is not only great and good, but 
haas alſo every thing that is great and good 
united in him, whereby he is able and wil- 
ling to ſave poor finners unto the uttermoſt, 
They can want nothing but what he has to 
give. And happy for them, his heart is 
large and open. He is not ſtraitened in his 
bowels. He gave proof of it in the days of 
his fleſh, when he never refuſed any perſon 
that came to aſk his help. And no weary 
heavy-laden ſinner, who comes to him for 
his promiſed reſt, has ever ſince been caſt 
out. He is free to pardon and to cleanſe 
them from all their ſins, and to bring them 
| into 
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into a ſtate of acceptance with God; and 
then he is able to keep them through faith 
unto ſalvation. This is a ſweet part of our 
Lord's character — he is able to keep them 
from falling. They are weak in themſelves, 
but he is ſtrong, and by faith his ſtrength 
becomes theirs. They are engaged in a dan- 
gerous warfare, and have many powerful 
enemies, but the captain of their ſalvation 
has conquered them, and has promiſed to 
make them alſo more than conquerors. They 
have many troubles from within and from 
without, but he knows how to make them 
all work together for their good. He 1s able 
to carry them ſafely and ſweetly through all 
dangers. In this amiable light he is con- 
ſidered in the text. He is here drawn with 
every grace, which can recommend and en- 
dear him to the affeQions of his people : for 
he does not leave them to find their way 
through the wilderneſs, nor to overcome the 
difficulties of their paſſage through it, nor 
to get ſubſiſtence in it, but he conducts and 
carries them ſafe through all, while they 
lean upon him for ſtrength : for he is here 
ſupporting the church, while ſhe is journey- 
ing through the wilderneſs of this world to 


the ne land of everlaſting reſt. And 
| = 8 3 "the 
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the church is every believing ſoul—thou 
makeſt part of it, whoever thou art, who 
canſt place thy truſt and confidence upon 
Jeſus Chriſt. Thou ſeeſt the perfect beauty 
of this image, and knoweſt what it means 


for the church to come from the wilder- 


neſs leaning upon her beloved. O that the 
Eternal Spirit may teach you all what it 
means! He can open your eyes to ſee the 
ſenſe of it, and can open your hearts to feel 
its ſweetneſs. The experience of it will make 
it ſweet indeed, and God grant you may now 
experience it, and may be able to lean upon 

Jeſus Chriſt for his grace and bleſſing on 
what you hear, While I hall Ll 


Fisſt, Take the words in the ſame order 
they lie in the text, and endeavour to * the 


Tenſe of them. And then 


e While I ſhall * the . 
to your ſpiritual benefit and improvement. 


The perſon celebrated in this divine ſong 
is Jeſus Chriſt, and his graces and infinite 
perfections are here deſcribed under the moſt 
ſublime and affecting images. His love to 
the church, that is, to up believing ſoul, is 

| „ 
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the grand deſign of this highly-finiſhed paint- 
ing. The manner of the compoſition is in 
the way of dialogue, The principal ſpeakers 
are Chriſt and the church, and twice or thrice 
the daughters of Feru falew, or ſome ſtanders 
by are introduced, in order to aſk leading 
queſtions, which would give occaſion to the 
anſwerer to open the ſubje&t more fully. 
Theſe perſons are, I ſuppoſe, the ſpeakers in 
the text, and make the enquiry — Who is 
this that cometh up from the wilderneſs, lean- 
ing on her beloved? Who is this? The an- 
{wer is, it is the church, of whoſe love to 
Chriſt this divine poem treats. And the 
church is neither the Fezoz/bþ nor the Gentile, 
neither the Proteflant nor the Paßiſt, neither 
the Calviniſi nor the Lutheran : for the mul- 
titude in all outward churches is the ſame. 
A man in his natural unregenerate ſtate is 
Juſt the ſame, whether he be a Papi? or a 
Proteftant; but the few in theſe outward 
churches who live and walk in the ſpirit and 
power of Chriſt, they are the church. Every 
believing ſoul is a part of it; for of numbers 
of them the church is compoſed, Whoever 
is united by faith to Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
Head of the church, he is a living member 
of i it, All the reſt are dead formal profeſſors, 
Ol 4 „ 
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of whom God knows we have too many. 
The generality ' of our people content them- 
ſelves with a fooliſh notion of their belong- 
ing to the church of England, and of their 
being members of the eſtabliſhed church, 
although they ſeldom ſee the inſide of a 
church. They live in ignorance of her doc- 
trines, and in diſobedience to her diſcipline. 
But may not the perſons, who frequent her 
ſervices and conſtantly attend upon the out- 
ward ordinances, think themſelves mighty 
good churchmen? They may, if they be 
united by ſaving faith to the Head of the 
church ; but without this union, a parcel of 
looſe Ropes thrown together in a heap would 
make juſt ſuch a church as they are. Where- 
as the ſpiritual building of which Chriſt is 
the chief corner-ſtone, is fitly joined together 
and compacted in every part; and the ce- 
ment or bond of union which keeps all the 
lively ſtones of this ſpiritual houſhold in their 
proper place and ſtation, is faith, as the apoſtle 
has taught us, Zeb, iii. 6. Chriſt is a ſon 
cover his own houſe, whoſe houſe we are 
“ if we hold faſt the confidence of faith, 
“ and the rejoicing of hope firm unto the 
* end. 71 much upon 
7 e outward ordinances, yet if you have not 
8 this 


1 
this confidence of faith, and this rejoicing of 
hope, you make no part of the church of 
Chriſt. You want the proper cement of this 
ſpiritual building. You are but looſe ſtones, 
and therefore neither united to it, nor any 
part of it. You come to prayers — you at- 
tend twice a day on Sundayn you go once 
a month to the ſacrament — All this is very 
well, and you may go thus far, nay much 
farther, and yet be no member of Chriſt's 
myſtical body. For theſe outward ſervices 
profit nothing, unleſs the heart be rightly 
diſpoſed: and the heart is then rightly dif- 
poſed, when we go to theſe ſervices in faith, 
hoping to meet God in them, and to receive 
ſuch ſupplies of grace from him as we ſtznd 
in need of, But when men uſe the ordinances 
in hopes of making themſelves good, and of 


attaining ſome ſelf-righteouſneſs, then they 


abuſe them, and the ſtricteſt attenders upon 
the ordinances, with this view, are the worlt 
churchmen, becauſe they moſt effectually 
cut themſelves off from all union with the 
Head of the church. By going about to 
eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, they en- 


tirely deprive themſelves of that righteouſ- 


neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, without which no man 
thall ſee the Lord. If the ſelf- righteous 


could 
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could be made to conſider this, they would 
not reſt in forms and ordinances, which are 
only the beggarly elements'of religion when 
reſted in, but would ſeek the grace of God, 
which is the life and ſpirit of the ordinances; 
and then as they are his appointed means, 
he would certainly be found in them. And 
whoever finds him in them, and thereby 
receives continual ſupplies of grace for the 
advancement of his ſpiritual life, he is a 
member of the true church of Chriſt. 


Our reformers have given us an excellent 
| deſcription of the church in their 19th article. 
« 'The viſible church of Chrift is a congre- 
« oation of faithful men, in the which the 
“ pure word of God is preached, and the 
„ facraments be duly adminiſtered according 
„ to Chriſt's ordinance.” Here they allow 
none to be members, no not even of the 
viſible church, unleſs they be faithful men: 
faith uniting them to Jeſus Chrift is that 
which makes them good churchmen, as it 
will evidently appear from a farther conſi- 
deration of this fſcriptureT for the condition 
of the church is the next particular She 

c“ is coming up from the wilderneſs,” from 
the waſte howling wilderneſs of this world, 
| and 


(- 23 
and travelling on towards the promiſed land 
of everlaſting reſt. 
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When man was firſt created he was placed 
in a paradiſe of delight, where God had pro- 
vided every thing neceſſary for the ſupport 
both of ſoul and body. But when he tranſ- 
greſſed the juſt and holy law of God he was 
driven out of paradiſe, and turned into the 

wide barren world, where his body was 
forced to labour for the bread that periſheth, 
and to earn it by the ſweat of his brow, and 
his ſoul was baniſhed from God and from 
all ſweet communion with him, which had 
made paradiſe ſo much like heaven, and the 
remembrance of its ſweetneſs would make 
the pleaſanteſt ſpot upon the earth appear 
like a deſolate wilderneſs. As God is the 
life, and his preſence is the happineſs, of the 
ſoul, what muſt it be without God? More 
uncomfortable ſurely, than the body would 
be in the moſt diſmal howling deſert: and 
we are all by nature in this ſtate. The 
world is indeed a place of baniſhment to 
every ſon of fallen Adam. What will you 
call it but a wilderneſs, where not a morſet 
of bread grows without human labour and 
cultivation? And is not this a juſt picture of 
. 2 * 
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the ſtate of the ſoul, which has no divine or 
ſaving knowledge of itſelf, and can receive 
none from any of the arts and ſciences ? 
This barren earth cannot produce one ſingle 
ray of heavenly truth. It muſt all come 


down from above, as manna did upon the 
Tfraelites in the wilderneſs, otherwiſe, our 


fouls will periſh for lack of knowledge, as 
their bodies would have periſhed for want 
of bread. And ſince this is our condition, 
how ſhall we obtain deliverance? We are 
here in bondage. Sin has chained us down 


in this wilderneſs. Satan watches us, and 
tempts us to love our chains. The vain 


world ſmiles upon us, and would make us 
believe, that we are ſtill in paradiſe: and 


God knows there are too many poor lilly. 


creatures who take this world for their only 


| Paradiſe. They are ſo dotingly fond of it, 


that nothing can break the enchantment. 


Though pains and miſeries come one upon 
the back of another, like wave after wave, 


yet ſtill they cannot entertain one hard 


thought of this dear world. They love it 


with all their hearts, and with all their 
fouls, notwithſtanding the briars and thorns, 
which tear and ſcratch their fleſh, and the 


| appointments and vexation they daily meet 
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1 
with. This fatal deluſion is the worſt part of 
their caſe, becauſe to be in ſuch a wilderneſs 
is a great calamity, but to be in love with it 
is a greater, It is a great misfortune to be ſick, 
but to be in love with ſickneſs, is worſe than 
the diſtemper, and much harder to be cured. 
And how then can the ſoul recover her 
liberty? She is enſlaved and chained down 
to this wilderneſs, and her enemies have 
her abſolutely in their power. She cannot 
ſtir one ſtep in her own might. Indeed 
ſhe would not deſire to ſtir. She loves her 
bondage. And fince ſhe has neither the will 
nor the power, how can ſhe eſcape out of — 
this wilderneſs ? | God be praiſed, there is a 
way open, and this is through Jeſus, who 
has declared of himſelf, © I am the way; 
and all that fly to him eſcape from the 
miſeries of this wilderneſs, and are coming 
up from it, though not in their own ſtrength. 
The firſt defire to leave it was from Jeſus 
Chriſt ; he enabled the ſoul to ſeek deliver- 
ance, and then gave her ſtrength to break 
looſe from the chains wherewith ſhe was 
bound, and in his might ſhe is now travel- 
ling on. He has given her a proſpe& of a 
better country, and for it ſhe has left off 
ſeeking happineſs in the - wilderneſs. The 
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honours, riches and pleaſures there to be 
found, have loſt their former value. She has 
turned her back upon them, and has ſet out 
upon her journey heavenwards. And ſee, all 
the way ſhe is coming up from the wilder- 
neſs, ſhe. | 


ce Leans' upon her beloved.” He ſupports 
every ſtep. This is the chief part of the 
beautiful image in the text. We here ſee 
the work of faith painted before our eyes in 
the moſt beautiful colours. There could 
not be a finer picture of the believer's reli- 
ance upon Chriſt for grace to ſupport every 
| Rep, and for ſtrength to carry him on in the 
Chriſtian life, than to draw the church lean- 
ing upon her beloved. To lean and reſt the 
body upon any thing, is the perfect repreſen- 
tation of faith leaning and reſting itſelf upon 
Chrift. An able expoſitor upon the paſlage 
has theſe words — © She is leaning on her 
beloved; that is, as they, who are weak, 
& make uſe of a ſtaff in climbing of a ftrait 
e and ſteep ground, or eaſe themſelves by 
& leaning upon one that is ſtrong, and eſpe- 
'« cially one whom they love for helping 
% them in their way: ſo the believer is ſaid 
* to come up from the wilderneſs, © leaning 


“ on her beloved,” becauſe ſhe being weak 
. on in 


| 
| 
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& jn herſelf, and unfit for ſuch a difficult 
“journey, by faith reſts on Chriſt, for help- 
« ing her in the way, whereby ſhe is ſuſ⸗ 
e tained, and carried through in the duties 
“of an holy walk, and the difficulties in her 


„way, till ſhe come through the wilderneſs 
* unto the. land of reſt. 5 


Every ſtep ſhe takes, ſpiritually by faith and 
love, ſhe cleaves to and relies upon Chriſt, 


There is a ſufficiency and efficacy in Chriſt 


to ſave to the uttermoſt, to begin and to 


carry on, and to perfe& the whole work of 
ſalvation: he is the wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
ſanctification, and redemption of believers ; 


and therefore they would not only by faith 


be united to him, and lean upon him for 
the pardon of their ſins by his righteouſneſs, 
but they would alſo by faith depend upon 
him for their ſanctification, for their dying 
to ſin, and being alive unto God. And thus 
by the exerciſe of faith they fulfil the com- 


mandment —“ Truſt in the Lord with all 


„ thine heart, and lean not to thine own 
4 underſtanding.” If they overcome the 


world, the victory is from truſting in the 


Lord by faith, from the power of Chriſt 


apprehended and applied by faith. If ſin 
be dying! in + it is by che efficacy of his 
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death, apprehended and applied by faith. If 
they be alive unto God, “ it is not I,” ſays 
Paul, but Chriſt liveth in me.” It is by 
exerciſing faith on Chriſt, that. I receive 
ſtrength to get forward in the way of duty, 
and to make a progreſs in holineſs. I derive 
continual ſupport from him, and the more 
J can depend and lean upon him by faith, 
the faſter I go, and the farther I advance in 
the way: for leaning on him, and coming 
up, are joined together in the text. If you 
gain any ground it muſt be by leaning upon 
the beloved Jeſus for his ſupport and ſtrength: 
for he is © the beloved ” here ſpoken of. The 
beloved Son of the Father, in whom he de- 
clared he was well. pleaſed, and he is become 
the beloved of thé believing ſoul, which is 
now awakened by his Spirit, and Rites up by 
his power to leave this barren wilderneſs, and 
to ſeek a better country, z. e. a heavenly. 
His love begun the firſt deſire, and ſtill car- 
ries it on. His Spirit opened the eyes of 
faith to ſee a better country, and fupports 
every ſtep towards it. And the believer lean- 
ing and relying upon his beloved Jeſus, goes 
on ſweetly and ſafely. He beholds infinite 
excellencies, and daily diſcovers new worlds 


of delight i in him ; and the ſenſe of his own 
Intereſt 
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intereſt in them increaſes the delight. He 
can call all theſe his own. And to have a 
property in them makes them ſtill more va- 
luable. In this divine ſong he frequently 
lays a great ſtreſs upon this particular, eſpe- 
clally in the 5th chapter, where he has been 
drawing a picture of his Lord, and he puts 
the finiſhing ſtroke to it in theſe words, — 
“This is y beloved—and this is my friend.” 
All his excellencies appear with a double 
grace to me, becauſe I can call them mine. 
This is the happy experience of every faith- 
ful foul. May the Holy Spirit beſtow it 
upon you, giving you a view of the Re- 
deemer's excellencies, and convincing you of 
your intereſt in them, while I am, 


Secondly, Applying the doctrine contained 
in the text to your ſpiritual benefit and im- 
provement. Who is this that cometh up 
« from the wilderneſs? It is the believer, 
whoſe affections are now raiſed above all 
earthly things, and he is coming up from 
the world, leaning every ſtep he takes in the 
way towards heaven, upon his beloved Je- 
ſus. The believer's heavenly-mindedneſs is 
here repreſented by his coming up or aſcend- 
ing from the wilderneſs, wherein he ſojourn- 
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ed, in his way to heaven, as the Thraclites "Þ 
in the wilderneſs, while they were on their 
journey to the Promiſed Land. The believer 
looks upon the pleaſanteſt and beſt-cultivated 
ſpot of this earth as a mere wilderneſs, be- 
cauſe there is no true comfort or perfect reſt 
for the ſoul in any of the good chings of it. 
He has left off ſeeking happineſs in the en- 
joyment of them, being convinced that all 
worldly joys are empty and unſatisfying, and 
therefore he has turned his back upon them, 
He remembers Lot's wife. He would not 
caſt one wiſhful look after them. He keeps 
walking on with an unwearied courſe, be- 
cauſe he has an almighty ſupport. He leans 
upon one who is able to bear up every ſtep, 
. who can ſtrengthen the weak hands, and 
confirm the feeble knees. Chriſt is his ſap- | 
port in his walk heavenwards, He takes 

Chriſt for his ſanctification, as well as for 

his juſtification. Chriſt muſt do all in him, 

as well as for him. Chriſt muſt enable him 


to do the works proper to a ſtate of accept- 


ance, as well as bring him into it: for the 
believer knows of no power, whereby he 
may be enabled to die unto ſin, and to live 

unto God, but his power only, who is al- 
W to ſave his people Jom their ſins. 
This 
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This is the doctrine. From the firſt mo. 


ment our backs are turned upon the world, 


and we begin to leave the wilderneſs of fila 


and miſery, until we come to the promiſed 


land of everlaſting reſt; we muſt lean all the 
way upon Chriſt; He muſt be our ſtay and 
- ſupport. ' Faith muſt rely upon him for the 

ſucceſs of every thing we undertake, and by 
this reliance it ſecures ſucceſs. The greateſt 
part of our misfortunes and diſappointments, 
in our temporal as well as religious affairs, 
come from the ignorance of this doctrine. 


We know not how to truſt all in the hands 


of our loving Saviour. Worldly prudence 
will be managing its temporal matters with- 
out reſigning all to him: and men's pride 
and ſelf-ſufficiency cannot bear to be ſtript 
of all merit, and to rely entirely for accept- 
ance upon the merits of another. It is too 
low and degrading an idea of the dignity of 
man to ſuppoſe him to be in a ſtate of con- 
demnation until Chriſt Juſtify him, and to 
be unable to take one ſtep in his Chriſtian 


courſe, unleſs the Spirit of Chriſt aſſiſt and 
ſupport him. Theſe truths are too mortify- | 


ing to be generally received, but believers 


| know them to be truths by happy experience. 
1 are aſſured, that there is no other way 
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to walk contentedly and chearfully home- 
wards, but to lean and reſt all the way up- 
on him, who is both their guide and their 
ſtrength, who has them and all their con- 
cerns in his gracious hands. Although this 
be the only way to true happineſs, yet it is 
extremely difficult to convince finners of it. 
Every error leads them away from it, and 
error is infinite. I will endeavour, through 
God's help, to correct ſome of the moſt com- 
mon errors. en 


il I ſhall FIR. to thoſe which Mic care- 
leſs ſinners fall into. Sin cut off all communi-. 
on with, and reliance upon God, and whoever 
lives in his natural unregenerate ſtate cannot 
rely upon him for any good: the ſinner leans 
upon ſome worldly enjoyment for happineſs, 
and the careleſs ſinner is ſecure in this worldly 
enjoyment. He has no thoughts of ſeeking 
happirſeſs in Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore has 
no deſire to lean with faith upon him. The 
danger of this is evident, becauſe every man 
in it is under-condemnation, and is a child of 

wrath; and it is wonderful that the devil 

ſhould be fo far able to delude ſinners as to 
make them ft eaſy under it: for did they 
5 but know and feel their condition as. ir really 
10, 
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18, ſinful and dangerous, they Would then 
acknowledge themſelves to be miſerable 


ſinners; and were they convinced of their 


want of falvation, and that there is no Sa- 
viour but Jeſus Chriſt, then would they in 
| earneſt ſeek ſalvation through him, and not 
as they do, labour to deprive themſelves of 
it with all their might: for they are daily 
adding to their ſin, and to their guilt, and 
to their miſery. When they read, there is 
“ ſalvation in none other than Jeſus Chriſt,” 


they are deluded into a falſe peace, although | 


they are not aſſured they have ſalvation in 
him. When God declares, © that without 
„ holineſs no man ſhall ſee him,” they know 


they are not holy, and yet they never con- 


ſider what eternal miſery it will be not to ſee 
God. Thus theſe careleſs ſinners being out 
of a ſtate of ſalvation, are in danger of pe- 
riſhing every moment. Jeſus Chriſt alone 
can fave them, and yet they prefer ſin to 

him and his eternal ſalvation, The guilt of 

this is ſo monſtrous, that men could not fall 
into it unleſs they were under a ſtrong delu- 
ſion. And yet the extreme folly of this con- 
duct is equal to the guilt of it. Men who 
have no reft nor ſtay upon Chriſt, cannot be 
9 in the preſent world. They are not 
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upon the foundation, the Rock of Ages. 
Thèir happineſs is built upon ſand, againſt 
which when the rains deſcend, and the floods 
come, and the winds blow, it will fall. — 
When the evil day comes, theſe careleſs ſin- 
ners have nothing to reſt upon. When 
affliction preſſes hard upon them, they. fink 
under it. When ſickneſs ſeizes them, down 
fall their high ſpirits, the approach of death 
is moſt dreadful, and they ſometimes die for 
fear of dying. Or if they meet with heavy 
troubles, they are often ſo miſerable, that 
life is quite a burden; and if natural con- 
ſcience ſhould at this time begin to torment 
them with its horrors, theſe, added to their 
other diſtreſſes, would overſet them. Having 
none of the comforts of the goſpel to ſupport 
them under this complicated miſery, they 
often ſeek relief in ſelf- murder. This is 
frequently the cauſe of that dreadful crime, 
which can never be repented of. And thus 
"theſe poor miſerable cowards murder them- 
ſelves rather than live in pain, and fly to hell 
for refuge from the miſeries of life. Are 
not theſe evident proofs, that there is no ſolid 
| happineſs out of Chriſt, and that whatever 
men lean upon for happineſs but him, are 
nothing better thay ſo: many broken reeds? 


* 


E 

Do we not ſee theſe proofs confirmed by 
daily experience? When God ſends any pub- 
lic calamity, the ſword or the peſtilence, or 
famine, ſinners receive them as judgments, 
and are terrified, but not reformed. If he 
ariſe to ſhake terribly the earth, their hearts 
tremble more than the ground does under 
their feet: they fear leſt it ſhould open every 
moment, and ſwallow them up. If it ſhould, 

their conſciences tell them they cannot eſcape 
the pit of deſtruction. This is the miſerable 
condition of careleſs ſinners, who have no 
truſt and confidence in Jeſus Chriſt. They 
are an eaſy prey to every enemy, and they 
are made miſerable by the fears and terrors 
of their own conſciences. And is it not the 
fooliſhneſs of folly to be always toſt upon 
| ſuch a tempeſtuous ſea, when you may be 
ſaved from all the ſtorms of life? Who 
would chooſe to have his peace of mind lie 
at the mercy of every wind and wave? Is this 
prudent, is this ſafe, when he that command- 
eth the winds and the waves has only to ſay, 
„ Peace, be ſtill, and there will. be a great 
calm? Thy tempeſtuous ſoul will be com- 
poſed. Thou wilt find a peace of mind that 


paſſeth all underſtanding. Oh unpardoned 


nner! haſt thou no deſire, haſt thou no with 
14 now 
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nowriſing in thy mind for the enjoymentof this 
peace of God ? May he, without whom thou 
canſt not ſo much as think a good thought, 
put it into thy heart to ſeek it. And when 
thou art once made ſenſible of thy ſore diſ- 
eaſe, here is thy remedy. Chriſt is the in- 
fallible phyſician of the ſoul, and he has a 
ſovereign balm to heal every malady of fin. 
Does thy conſcience accuſe and torment ? 
The ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus can 
take out the ſenſe of guilt, and give thee joy 
and peace in believing. Doſt thou begin to 
be weary of thy ſins and thy ſufferings? Aſk 

Jeſus Chrift to take off thy burden. Come 
to him who bore all thy fins, and he will 
eaſe thee of thy load, and thou ſhalt find 
peace and reſt unto thy ſoul. He has pro- 
miſed it to every returning ſinner, and he is 


2 God of truth. © Caſt thy burden upon 


„the Lord, and he will ſuſtain thee” this 
is his promiſe, and he daily fulfils it. Look 
among believers, and thou wilt ſee it literally 
fulfilled. Thou canſt not deny but that 
being juſtified by faith, they have peace with 
God, and are happy in the ſenſe of his love 
to them through Jeſus Chriſt their Lord ; 
whereby they are ſupported and comforted 
under all God's dealings with them, know- 
15 ing 
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ing that he will make all things work to- 
gether for their good. And accordingly we 
read in wa ne of his having never failed 
them, who leaned upon him for help.— 
When they were viſited with ſickneſs, or 
poverty, or any other affliction, he enabled 
them to bear his fatherly correction without 
murmuring or repining. When fin cries 
aloud for vengeance, and juſtice draws the 
ſword, and cuts off the inhabitants of the 
earth with a ſwift deſtruction, then believers 
happily experience that their gracious, God 
in the midſt of wrath remembers mercy.— 
His judgments upon his enemies are mercies 
to them. When the earth quakes and trem- 
bles under their feet, their ſoul does not melt 
away becauſe of the trouble. The rock up- 
on which they ſtand cannot be moved, and 
therefore, in the midſt of the earthquake, they 
can triumphantly ſay, God is our refuge 
and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trou- 
ple, therefore will not we fear, though 
* the earth be removed, and though the 
„ mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
„ ſea,” Would not you think yourſelves 
happy, if this was your caſe? And yet be- 
lievers have ſtill a greater happineſs. When 
death itfelf approaches, it is welcome : for 
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the ſting of death is taken out, and they have 
no fear left about any thing, but fin. They 
are more afraid of fin than of poiſon. They 
would not live in ſin to gain the world, and 


in the ſtrength of their beloved Saviour on 


whom they lean and rely, they can and do 
conquer fin, ſo that it does not reign in their 
mortal bodies. What do you think of the 
ſafety and happineſs of thoſe perſons, who 
are afraid of nothing, but of offending their 
reconciled Father? Certainly they are the hap- 
pieſt men upon earth; and every ſinner would 

envy them, if the devil had not propagated 
an opinion that they are all under a deluſion. 

If any of you, my brethren, have entertained 

this opinion, weigh the matter carefully, and 
you wlll find this makes. nothing for your 
caſe. For what you ſuppoſe to be deluſion 


is a ſweet and comfortable ſtate of mind, 


promiſed in the word of God, and beſtowed 
upon the children of God; and are they de- 
luded, think you, who ſay they have received 
nothing more than what God had promiſed 
to give? That faith, by which ye ſuppoſe us 
deluded, does certainly free us from the com- 


miſſion of many fins, and from many of the 


miſeries of the preſent life; and it deludes us 
into a kind of fortitude, that not only enables 
us to bear W wal 1 and 


afflictions, 
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afflictions, but alſo to rejoice under them, 
when we meet them for following Chriſt. — 
Oh happy deluſion! We are deluded into a 
ſtrong belief that God loves us in. Jeſus Chriſt, 
and therefore we are confident, that e 
he appoints for us is the beſt. Be it poverty, 
or ſickneſs, or any outward evil, we can 
reſign ourſelves contentedly to his holy will, 
being aſſured that our loving Father would 
ſend us nothing but what will be for our 
good. Is all this a deluſion? Can a man 
be deluded into ſuch real ſolid happineſs ? 
Glory be to God, I have taſted a little of it, 
and I would not part with the bleſſing for 
a thouſand worlds. Upon this earth there is 
no happineſs like it, Heaven only exceeds it. 
Therefore you gain nothing by giving credit 
to the devil's lie. He would have you to 
believe that all God's people are under a 
deluſion, and that they only fancy they are 
ſafe and happy by leaning upon Jeſus Chriſt. 
And can you believe this barefaced lie? Who 
but the father of lies could raiſe ſuch an evil 
report upon the good lahd, and who but his 
children would give any credit to it ? For the. 
Spirit of Truth ſpeaks a different language,— 
Hear what he has promiſed, and then judge, 
| whether we are deluded; who ſay, he has 
Hulklled his , to us: © Thou wilt 
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keep him in perfect peace whoſe mind is 
ſftayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee. 
& 'Truit ye in the Lord for ever: for in the 
“ Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength.” — 
Here he engages to keep thoſe perſons in 
perfe& peace, by his everlaſting ſtrength, 
whoſe minds are ſtayed upon him. Fear then, 
careleſs ſinner, to call this perfect peace a 
deluſion : for thereby thou wouldeſt aſcribe 
to the devil the glory of God's work; but 
rather aſk God to ſhew thee thy guilt and 
wretchedneſs, that thou mayeſt find thy 
want of that peace which God has to give. 
Haſt thou no deſire to aſk? If thou canſt 
not ſend up one wiſh for it, may his good 
Spirit now put it into thy heart, Oh that 
thou could'ſt pray to be in the happy ſtate 
of the faithful ſoul, Coming up from the 
« wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved.” 
And to every one who deſires to be in this 
Rate, I make my /econd remark. 


1 ſuppoſe you begm to find the heavy 
E burden of fin, and it is growing intolerable; 
# then look to Chriſt, that he may take it 
| upon him, and eaſe you. He can ſuſtain it; 
for he hath borne the weight of the ſins of 

the world, and he will eaſe you of your 
burden, whenever you can caſt it upon the 
- 4 Lord, 


( 
Lord. But if you are diſcouraged from 
truſting in him, and find your ſins to be ſo 
many and ſo great, that you fear he will not 
receive you: fear not. Be your ſins ever ſo 
heinous, if you are ſenſible of them, and can 
aſk mercy, he will be merciful. He never 
ſhut any one out of mercy becauſe he was a 
great ſinner. The greateſt have found mercy, 


and ſo may you, if you go as one of the 


greateſt to aſk it. Aſk, and ye ſhall have. 
Pray to Jeſus for his help, and he will raiſe 
you up. Pray for faith, and he will enable 
you to lean upon him for wiſdom, and righte- 
ouſneſs, and holineſs, and eternal redemption. 


But you have, you ſay, been 8 and 
waiting upon him, and yet you find nothing 
but coldneſs and deadneſs in your heart.— 


You make no progreſs. Though you deſire 


to lean upon Chriſt every ſtep, yet you 


cannot put your whole truſt and confidence 
in him, your mind is full of ſo many doubts 


and fears. Several perſons, when they firſt 


ſet out in the ways of religion, get into this 


temper. They are always diſputing and 
doubting, whether this ſtep be right, and 
that ſervice accepted, looking too much into 
their own hearts, and looking too little at 


N nn and ſo they puzzle and perplex 


themſelves, 
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themſelves, and can gain no ground. If 
you would be freed from theſe difficulties, 
follow the light which God gives, and make 
uſe of the help which he offers; and that 
is the way to receive more. You, my bre- 
tren, are ſeeking his promiſed ſalvation. — 
Enquire what you are to truſt to, and to reſt 
upon at preſent. If God has made a provi- 
ſion for your caſe, it ought to be your ſup- 
port. And has he not left you the word of 
promiſe to rely upon? He has commanded 
you, and it is your bounden duty, to believe 
the report which God has given of his Son. 
You are required: to take him at his word, 
and to believe that Chriſt is, as the ſcrip- 
ture has ſet him forth, a Saviour willing and 
able to ſave every ſinner who comes unto him, 
This is the ſcripture character of Chriſt ; -and 
if you do not believe what it ſays concerning 
him, you make God a liar. ' And you will 
call in queſtion both the faithfulneſs and the 
goodneſs of God, if you think that he has 
promiſed any thing to them that ſeek, which 
he will not fulhl to you who are ſeeking. — 
Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but not one 
tittle of God's promiſes ſhall 220 away, until 
all be fulfilled. 5 


hs not this, then, my brethren, the point 


wherein you fail? You are ſeeking Chriſt, 
. 06 g and 
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and his ſalvation; but you want ſomething 


more than the wand of promiſe, before you 
reſt upon it in the manner God requires. — 
You deſire a particular application of the 


promiſes, and want the experience of them, 


before you can wholly rely upon the faith- 
fulneſs and truth of God who made them.— 


Examine, whether this be not the caſe; 


and if it be, conſider how you diſcredit the 
word of God. You are commanded to be- 
lieve it; and unleſs you think God is a liar, 
you may ſafely rely upon it. It is your duty 
to receive Chriſt, as he is there ſet forth, and 
to wait for the witneſs of the Spirit in the 
application of Chriſt, when and in what 
manner he ſhall think proper to give it you. 
And ſuppoſe your belief of his word of pro- 
miſe, your - faith of reliance may be very 
weak, yet however bring it into act. Let it 
operate. Lean upon Jeſus Chriſt, as well as 


you are enabled; and you will certainly go 
on lamely perhaps at firſt, but however halt 


on, and believe that he pities you, and lay 
the care of bringing you ſafely through upon 
him. Don't lie complaining and arguing, 
but believe his word, and act faith upon the 


word of promiſe, and the Lord ſhall be with 


you. And the weaker you find yourſelf, 


you have the more _ to rely upon Chriſt. 
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Look more at him, and leſs at yourſelf, and 
wait humbly upon him, and you will not 
long want his promiſed comfort. He will 
give you joy and peace in believing, and ſhew 
you that you are in the happy number of the 
redeemed of the Lord, to whom I make my 
third and laft remark. 


My Chriſtian brethren, you have experi- 
enced the truth of the doctrine in the text, 
and you know the happineſs of leaning with 
faith upon Chriſt, You are enabled to truſt 
the whole of your ſalvation on him. In all 
your duties you lean upon him. You hear, 
and read the word, and pray, and give alms, 
and attend at the Lord's table, not to make 
yourſelves righteous in the ſight of God.— 
This is not your motive. You know that 
he who made your perſons righteous, muſt 
alſo make your duties acceptable. He that 
juſtified you, is the ſame alſo that muſt ſanc- 
tify you. Nothing can make you holy, but 
his good Spirit. To this you truſt. And 
as he has promiſed that his grace ſhall at all 
times be ſufficient for you, you can there- 
fore lean upon Jeſus in the worſt of times, 
and the ſoreſt trials. The more you are 
_ afflicted, the more do you rely upon him, 
and cleave the cloſer to him, and therefore 


the 


1389 

the ſtronger you grow. Sickneſs cannot 
weaken your hold ; death itſelf cannot break 
it off: © for when I walk through the valley 
of the ſhadow of death, (ſays the P/almift ) 
then thou art my ſupport, then thy rod 
and thy ſtaff comfort me:“ leaning upon 
thee I Som fear death, nor him ny hath 
the prove: of death, 


The text, thus a and . teaches 
us one of the moſt uſeful leſſons for the 
conduct of life. All men are ſeeking happi- 
neſs, but few find it, becauſe they ſeek it where 
it is not, It has been a general enquiry among 
thinking men, how they might be able to 
bear up under afflictions, how they might 
keep the mind eaſy when the body was in 
pain and ſickneſs, and how they might be 
happy in all circumſtances; but upon the 
principles of moral vliloſophy, they could 
never fortify the mind againſt the evils 'of 
life. Various remedies were propoſed, but 
they all failed when they were brought to 
the trial. But the great ſecret is revealed in 
my text. If you would be always happy, 
lean upon Chriſt; take off all truſt and con- 
fidence from every other object, and place 
them upon Chriſt. It is a commannd,: « Caft 
 ©* all your care upon him, he will bear it 
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for you; but in order to do this, you muſt 
know by faith that © he careth for you; —for 
how can you truſt yourſelf and all your af- 
fairs in his hands, unleſs you have ſome evi- 
dence of his love to you? But when you re- 
ceive faith from the gift, and from the opera- 
tion of God, and thereby know your ang 


in the promiſes made through Chrift5Jand,] 

as our church expreſſes it, are aſſured of the 
— = 

then you can lean upon him for his promiſed 
help. And this faith can carry you ſafely 
through all troubles and temptations, be they 
ever ſo great, becauſe it is almighty. Faith 
does not attack them in the ſtrength of na- 
ture, but in the omnipotence of grace. It 
relies upon the promiſe of God, and believes 
that it ſhall be done according to his word. - 
When faith can thus plead the promiſes, and 
lean upon Chriſt for the fulfilling them, it 
will certainly receive whatever is promiſed— 
power to ſubdue fin — power to live unto 
God - grace ſufficient to reſiſt temptations— 
comfort under afflitions—ftrength in the in- 
ner man, when the body is in pain and ſick- 
neſs—and victory over the laſt enemy, death: 
« for all things are poſſible to him that be- 
“ lieveth.” 


Here 


a — 
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Here then is the infallible ſcripture realy 


ſor the evils of life. May the Lord God 
diſpoſe all your hearts to take it! If you 


would be ſafe and happy, lean upon Chriſt. _ 
But if there be any of you, my brethren, 
who are ſtill determined to lean upon ſome 
other thing for happineſs, be aſſured it will 


| deceive you in the end. You may ſeem to 
go on ſmoothly and merrily for a while, but 


there is a day coming, when you will ſee the 


falſeneſs of your confidence. In the day of 
ſickneſs, in the day of death, and much more 


in the great day of judgment, you will have 
nothing to ſupport you, unleſs you lean upon 


Jeſus Chriſt, Be perſuaded then in time to 
put your whole truſt and confidence in him. 
If you ſee your want of a Saviour, go to him, 


and he will ſupply all your wants. Aſk and 
ſeek the precious gift of faith, until you are 


able to turn your backs upon all worldly 


happineſs, and to come up from the wilder- 
neſs leaning upon your beloved Jeſus. And 


whenever the grace of God brings you into 


this happy ſtate, you will then go on in your 
Chriſtian courſe ſweetly and chearfully. You 
will find the preſence of your God with you 


every ſtep; and being mightily ſtrengthened 


with his Spirit in the inner man, the work 


of ſalvation will proſper i in your ſouls. Oh 


2 . | a 


e 

that we may be all ſtrong in the Lord, and 
in the power of his might, to travel on in his 
firength! May every one of you, who has 


cone ibn the wilderneſs of the Tord 
to the houſe of the Lord this day} be enabled 


8 


to lean and rely upon Chriſt for his promiſed 


help, and receive out of his fulneſs grace 
for grace. If you have never yet been united 
to him by ſaving faith, God grant his good 


Spirit may bleſs this diſcourſe, and make it 


the means of uniting you to Jeſus Chriſt, 
And if you be now united, Oh may you find 
the bond of union growing ftronger and 
ſtronger every day, until death perfect it, 
and eternity continue it in endleſs bliſs and 
glory. We look up unto thee, O moft gra- 
cious God, for theſe bleſſings, and we aſk them 
in that excellent form of prayer which our 


church has taught us to ule this day, Enable 


us to pray in faith, while we ſay, 


4 O Lord, we beſeech thee to keep thy 
«© church and houſhold continually in thy 


4 true religion, that they who do lean only 
„upon the hope of thy heavenly grace, may 


© evermore be defended by thy mighty power, 
* through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany. 
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SERMON XI. 


5 Chap. viii. Ver. 6, 7. 


er me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal 
upon thine arm: for love is ſtrong as 
death, jealouſy is cruel as the grave, the 
coals thereof” are coals of fire, which hath 

a moff vehement flame. Many waters 
cannot quench love, neither can the floods 
 droton it: if a man would give all the 


 ſubNance of his houſe for love, it would 


utterly be contemned. 


HIS ſong of loves, which treats of the 

pure and ſpiritual affection between 
Chriſt 9 the believer, is very little under- 
Rood. Worldly and ſenſual men read it 


with worldly and ſenſual tempers, and chere- 
fore find nothing divine in it. It is to ſuch 


perſons, of all ſeripture, the moſt exception- 
able: and no wonder. St. Paul gives us the 
W443; --- reaſon : 
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reaſon: The natural man (ſays he) diſ. 
& cerneth not the things of the Spirit of 
„ God, neither can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned :”—for want 
of this ſpiritual diſcernment, he cannot ſee 
the things of the Spirit of God treated of 
in this divine ſong. But it is nevertheleſs 
a fine painting, although theſe blind men 
cannot judge of it. The ſubject is the union 
of Chriſt with the believer. He that is not 
a believer, does not know what it is to be 
united to Chriſt; and therefore he is as in- 
capable of judging of this poem, as a blind 
man is of the expreſſion of a beautiful picture. 
But he that has the love of Chriſt in his heart, 
| who is one with Chriſt and Chriſt with him, 
he knows what the believer means, when 
| ſpeaking to Chriſt in the text, he ſays, * Set 
% me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a ſeal 
* upon thine arm: for love is ſtrong as 
„ death, jealouſy is cruel as the grave, the 
“ coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath 
“ a moſt vehement flame. Many waters 
“ cannot quench love, neither can the 
c floods drown it: if a man would give 
Fall the ſubſtance of his houſe for love, it 
would utterly be contemned.” This is 
the believer's prayer. He has taſted of the 

5 loving 
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loving kindneſs of his Lord. The Holy 
Ghoſt has ſhed abroad the love of Chriſt in 
his heart, and he could truly ſay, I love 
“ him, becauſe he firſt loved me.” He was 
happy in the enjoyment of his Lord's love 
but he wanted more, as every one does who 
has taſted of it. He hungered and thirſted 
for more full experience of it, and earneſtly 
prayed to be rooted and grounded in love, 
that he might-be able to comprehend what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height, and to know the love of Chriſt that 
paſſeth knowledge. The believer knew it 
was his intereſt to ſtudy this love, and to try 
to take ſome dimenſions of it, although it 
ſurpaſs all human underſtanding, yea, the 
underſtanding of all ſaints, of angels and 
glorified ſpirits, to comprehend it fully ; but 
the more he did comprehend, the happier 
he found himſelf When he confidered the 
wonders of Chrift's love in his humiliation, 
in his life, in his ſufferings, in his death, in 
his reſurrection and aſcenſton, and in the 
glories of his mediatorial kingdom, he found 
particular ſweetneſs in this conſideration, that 
he had an intereft in all the good offices of 
this love. He knew, that whatever it did 
for ſinners, was done for him. And would 
75 e not 
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not this greatly recommend the ſtudy of 
Chriſt's love above all other ſtudies: for 
how exceedingly delightful muſt it be to 
trace out the ſteps of his love, ſince every 
new diſcovery is a freſh addition to the be- 
liever's happineſs? Upon this experimental 
plan the ſpeaker in the text conſidered the 
ſubject. He prays for a more full and 
perfect enjoyment of Chriſt's love, and urges 
his petition by ſeveral motives taken from 
what Chriſt did and ſuffered for ſinners.— 
He takes a view of the triumphs of his love 
in the greatneſs of his actions and ſufferings, 
and then by them pleads with him for a 
more abundant meaſure of love. May the 
Divine Spirit enable every one of you to put 
up the ſame prayer. May he ſhed abroad in 
your hearts that love, which will make your 
conſideration of this ſcripture uſeful and pro- 
fitable. Under his guidance, then, let us en- 
3 . 8 5 


Firf, Into the ſenſe and 1 mining of the 


words, and 


Secondl ; Into the practical uſe we can 


This 


„ 
This divine ſong is drawn up in the man- 
ner of a dialogue. The ſpeakers are Chriſt 


and the church. The church is every faithful 
ſoul, which i is united to Chriſt as the members 


are to the body, or the branches to the vine. 
When ſome men hear the word church, they 
are apt to apply it to national or congrega- 
tional aſſemblies; but the ſcripture applies 
it to believers, and to them only, allowing 
none to be true members, not even of any 
Chriſtian communion, unleſs they be mem- 
bers of Chriſt's myſtical body.—And our re- 
formers, in the 19th article, give us this de- 
finition of the viſible church —© It is a con- 
« gregation of faithful men, in which the 
* pure word of God and the ſacraments be 
„ duly adminiſtered.” One of theſe faithful 
men (for of numbers of them a church is 
compoled) is here expreſſing the fervent 
prayer of his heart, to have more full expe- 
rience of Chriſt's love. He had no doubt 
of the favour and goodneſs of God towards 
him in Chriſt, He had received many clear 
proofs of it. He had the ſcripture marks 
and evidences in his own ſoulvpf Chriſt's be- 
ing his beloved and his friend; and he was 


happy in knowing this. The ſenſe of Chriſt's © 


love to him had enabled him to loveChriſt 3 in 
return, 


•/„ 


return, and therefore he was led to pray for 
the continuance, and for the increaſe of 
Chriſt's love — © Set me as a ſeal upon thine 
* heart;” and convey to me under thy ſeal 
all the graces and bleſſings which thy love 
has to give: for the foundation of God 
ſtandeth - ſure, having this ſeal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are his: he knoweth 
them that have his ſeal upon them; O ſeal 
me then for thine! When a man ſets his 
hand and ſeal to a will, or to a_deed of gift, 
it is as if he ſhould declare, This is my laſt. 
will and teſtament, this is my a& and deed. 
So when Chriſt ſets the believer as a ſeal up- 
on his heart, it is as if he ſhould declare — 
F feal this perſon for mine, and give unto 
him freely all the benefits of the New Teſta- 
ment in my blood, and this is properly at- 
teſted by my word and by my Spirit. The 
word is the outward witneſs, the Spirit ap- 
plying the word is the inward witneſs. The 
ſcripture very clearly aſſigns to him the office 
of ſealing believers, as Fpbeſ. i. 13. After 
e that ye believed in Chriſt, ye were ſealed 
« with the Holy Spirit of promiſe ;* and 
chap. iv. 30. © Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
* of God, by whom ye are ſealed unto the 
day of redemption.” Chriſt redeemed 

| | both 
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both our real and perſonal eſtate, but we are 
not in poſſeſſion of either, until it be con- 
veyed to us under the ſeal of the Holy Spirit. 
Chriſt's redemption, without the Holy Spirit's 
application, is like a deed without a ſeal, 
which you know can legally convey nothing: 
It is the ſigning and ſealing that makes it 
good in law. And when the Holy Spirit 
| ſeals the believer, then he receives the ear- 
_ neſt of his inheritance. The believer in the 
text had this earneſt in himſelf, and there- 
fore he prayed fervently for a greater mea- 
ſure of Chriſt's love; and he prayed the 


more fervently, as well from the lively re- 


membrance he had of his former miſery, 
while he was without Chriſt in the world, 
as from the pleaſing ſenſe of his preſent hap- 
pineſs. All the time his heart had been ſet 
upon the world, he remembered in what a 
vain ſhadow he had been walking, and how 
he had diſquieted himſelf in vain. From 
whatever he fought happineſs, he was diſ- 
appointed ; and therefore convinced of the 
emptineſs of every creature-comfort, and of 
the ſinfulneſs of reſting in them — having 
found the beſt of them unable to fill the de- 
| fires of his ſoul, he had turned from the 
creature to God: God had every thing to 
F give 
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give that could make him completely happy, 
and God the Saviour was willing to give it. 
As his power is, ſo is his love; they are alike 
infinite. The ſpeaker in the text had happy 
experience of Chriſt's love, and did not doubt 
of his power to ſave. With a grateful ſenſe 
of what Chriſt had already done, he prayed 
that the Holy Spirit would make him increaſe 
and abound in love. My brethren, is this 
your prayer? Do you know ſo much of 
his love to you, as to pray for more love to 
him? If you are not ſeeking happineſs in 
his love, in what have you been ſeeking it all 
your life, or in what are you now ſeeking 
it? Out of Chriſt you could ſeek it in no- 
thing but in the ſinful love of the creature. 
And now aſk yourſelves what you have 
found? If you deal honeſtly with your own 
fouls, you muſt confeſs that you have met 
with continual difappointments. And why 
then will you not be wile from experience ? 
Are you tired and weary of the dull round 

of worldly joys? Then pray the Holy Spirit 
to turn your affections from theſe deluding 
objects to the Lord Jeſus, and when your 

hearts are ſet upon him, he will then make 
you perfectly, eternally bleſſed. Bleſſedneſs 
is his to give. The world has it not. Oh 
turn 
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turn then from it to our 17 God, and 
beg you may know ſo much of his love as 
to be able to pray with the believer in the 
text, that Chriſt would © ſet you as a ſeal up- 
on his heart,” and let you know your in- 
tereſt in his love. When you are ſealed for 
his, and find his affections are placed upon 
you, then you will have the comfortable en- 
joyment of his preſent graces, and ſure and 
certain hope of your inheriting the promiſes 
of eternal life: for then he will alſo © ſet you 
&« as a ſeal upon his arm.” His arm is his 
power. The hand is the active part of the 
body, by which the ſtrength of it is exerted. 
We labour and work with our hands; and 
when the ſcripture ſpeaks of the arm of the 
Lord, it means his active power, which the 
faithful ſoul here deſires may be exerciſed 
continually for its ſalvation. To be as a ſeal 
upon his heart would be of no uſe, without 
the ſeal upon his arm. His love would not 
be a bleſſing, unleſs it was an active operative 
love. But it is therefore deſirable to partake 
of Chrift's love, becauſe it will always awake 
the arm of the Lord, and will bring ſalva- 
tion. His love and his power are never 
ener his heart and his arm act together, 
and therefore the n ſoul does not put 

them 


I 
chem aſunder, but prays in the text, that the 


beloved Saviour would give her experience of 


both — O ſet me as a ſeal upon thy heart, 
© that whatever thy love diſpoſes thee to do 
* for ſinners, I may ſhare and partake in it 
© O ſet me alſo as a ſeal upon thine arm; 
& — let me alſo, bleſſed Jeſus, be engraven 
ce upon the palms of thy hands, that in all 
& thy works thou mayeſt remember me with 
«© mercy. Let thy love engage thy power 
© to make all things work er for my 
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3 are the deſires of the faithful in fie 
text; and they are the fervent deſires of every 
true believer. And if there be any of you 


who are not convinced that theſe are the 


breathings of true faith, then you are igno- 
rant of the nature of Chriſt's love. You 
know it not, becauſe you have had no expe- 
rience of it. If you had ever found your 
want of his love, and had ever taſted of it, 
you would bear your teſtimony to the truth 
of the following deſcription, vix. That his 
“e love is ſtrong as death, the ardor of it is 
harder than the grave, the coals thereof 
are coals of fire, which hath a moſt ve- 
„ hement flame, burning with ſuch an 
s ce ins 
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« inextinguiſhable affection, that many wa- 
* ters could not quench it, neither could the 
« floods drown it; and of ſo ineſtimable a 
price, that if a man ſhould think of buy- 
ing it, or of meriting it, and would give 
all the ſubſtance of his houſe for it, it 
* would utterly be deſpiſed.” Theſe are 
the excellencies of Chriſt's love, for which 
the faithful ſoul ſo earneſtly defired farther 
experience of it, and for which you will de- 
fire it with the ſame earneſtneſs, as ſoon as 
you are made ſenſible of your wants. When 
you find the miſery of fin, and the wretched 
ſlavery of ſerving Satan, and the world, and 
the fleſh, 'who have no wages to give you 
but death, then you will wiſh your ſouls 
under the protection of that love, which is 
« ſtrong as death.” The love of Chriſt was 
ſtronger than death: for he conquered death, 
and took out its ſting. And the ſting of 

death will be taken out of your conſcience, ' 
when it is ſprinkled with his atoning blaod. 
His love brought him down from heaven, 
and he took a body of fleſh, in which he 
might obey, and ſuffer, and die. Accordingly 
he became obedient — obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs. He died the 
painful, ignominious, and accurſed death of 
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the croſs. Croats love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friend; — but how far does the love of Jeſus 
* this inſtance ! — he laid down his life, 
not for friends but for ſinners, for enemies, 
the bittereſt enemies, who perſecuted him 
even unto death — He died for his perſecu- 
tors. Greater love than this there cannot 
be: for as he died to ſave his enemies from 
death, ſo he roſe again, that they might riſe 
to a newneſs of life, whereby he es 
his © love” to be © ſtronger than the grave.” 

Our tranflation reads, jcalonſy is cruel as the 
grave. The word rendered jealouſy denotes. 
the ardor and intenſeneſs of Chriſt's love, not 
what he thought of the love of others to 
him, but the nature of his love to them, 
the great degree, the flaming ardor and in- 
tenſeneſs of it, which made him ſubmit not 
only to death, but alſo to go down to the 
grave. In the priſon of the grave, the 
bodies of all the dead were ſhut up. The 
priſon was ſecured with bars and gates, and 
guarded by him that had the power of death, 
and he had ſuffered not one priſoner for four 
thouſand years to eſcape. To this priſon the 
Lord Jeſus went down, and he was detained 


in it for three days: but it was not poſſible 


tat 
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1 _ 
that he ſhould be holden any longer. On 
the third day, he broke through the gate of 
death, and demonſtrated that his love was 
ſtronger than the grave. And when he is 
deſcribing his victory to the beloved apoſtle, 
he repreſents it under a very beautiful image: 
« I am he that liveth,” ſays he, and was 
e dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, 
“Amen, and have the keys of hell and of 
&* death.” My brethren, are any of you 
afraid to die? Has death ſtill a ſting, and the 
grave victory over you? If they have, did 
you ever conſider what was the reaſon ? Is 
it not becauſe you either do not believe that 
Chriſt has the keys of death and the grave 
in his hands, or elſe you have no certainty © 


that he will uſe them for your intereſt? You Z 


have no knowledge of Chriſt's love to you. 
The Holy Ghoſt never ſhed it abroad in 
your heart; perhaps you never deſired it; 
and therefore you are ignorant of his having 
died and riſen from the grave for your ſalva- 
tion, If you knew your intereſt in his death, 
and had experienced the power of his reſur- 
rection, you would no longer fear death and 
the grave; for then faith would enable you 
to triumph over both. You would have no- 
thing to fear, but every thing bleſſed to hope 
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for from them, after you knew that Chriſt 
had ſet you as a ſeal upon his heart, and as 
a ſeal upon his arm: for then death and the 
grave, inſtead of ſeparating you from the love 
of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
would bring you to the more full and eternal 
enjoyment of it. 


My brethren, if you have not this love, 
do you deſire it? Can you pray for it? If 
the Holy Spirit has diſcovered to you your 
want of it, and has put you upon aſking ; 
alk, and he will grant you your heart's de- 
fire. You ſhall know Chriſt, and the power 
of his reſurrection; know him to be your 
Saviour, and your God. And this experience 
of his love to you, will open to your under. 
ſtanding the next words in the deſcription, 
I's. that the ardor of Chriſt's love is like 
coals of fire burning clear and bright with 
a moſt vehement flame, © ſuch as many 
waters could not quench.” Theſe many 
waters are the many troubles he met with ; 
and they were ſo many, that they would 
have quenched any love but his. He went 
through a ſea of troubles, from the manger 
to the croſs; but his love burnt all the time 
with ſuch a vehement flame, that the many 

8 | 5 waters 
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waters he waded through could not quench 
it. Herod perſecuted him while a child, 
and forced him to flee his country ; but his 
love to his enemies brought him back, His 
very humiliation, until he entered on his pub- 
lic miniftry, was a great trial. As God, he 

was the higheſt in heaven; as man, he was 
one of the loweſt on earth :—That was, con- 
ſequently, the higheſt love which ſtooped 
the loweſt to ſave finners. You may read 
in the Goſpels, the hiſtory of the many trou- 
bles he went through. His publie life was 
one continued ſcene of oppoſition. Trouble 
came, like wave after wave, raging and lift- 
ing up their heads on high; but the ardor of 
his love mounted and flamed above them all. 
You know that nothing cools love ſo much 
as meeting with hatred : he was hated, even 
for doing good, and yet he loved his ene- 
mies. They poured cold water upon his 
love, by railing at his doctrine, blaſpheming 
his perſon, blaſpheming his miracles ; but his 
love, being of an uncommon nature, burnt 
the brighter. He went on, doing good to 
his revilers and his blaſphemers. And though 
the rulers and nation of the Fes, a few poor 
people excepted, would not receive him for _ 
their promiſed Meſſiah, yet theſe many waters 
X 2 . 
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eould not quench his love. It burnt. with a 5 


pure flame, which neither the ingratitude 
nor the vile treatment of mankind could in 
the leaſt damp, or abate. And we need not 
wonder that many waters could not quench, 
« for the floods could not drown the love 
“6 of Chriſt.” It ſtill kept its ardor, when 
the overflowing flood broke over his head.— 
When the floods of ungodly men roſe up 
againſt him, and tried his love with every pain 
and reproach which is diſtreſſing to human 
nature, they only ſerved to make his love ſhine 
out the purer and brighter. In his laſt ſuf- 
ferings, theſe floods tried to drown his love; 
but it mounted up triumphant above all. In 
the garden, on the eve of the paſſion, he had 
a proſpect of what he was to undergo; and as 
there was no other way for man to be ſaved 
but for him to drink the bitter cup, he 
therefore reſolved to take it, and to drink it 
up to the very dregs. No ſooner had he 
ſpoken the words, Father, thy will be 
„ done!” but the cup was inſtantly put into 
his hands. He 1s apprehended, and all his 
diſciples forſake him. Not one, not Peter 
himſelf, durſt own him. As a malefaQor, 
he is brought before the high-prieſt, accuſed 
for ſaying he was the Son of God, ſhame- 
fully 
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fully intreated, and ſpit upon; | blindfolded 
by way of inſult on his prophetical office, 
and ſtruck upon the face; led to Plate, 
tried and acquitted, and yet whipt and 
ſcourged ; crowned with thorns by way of 
inſult on his regal office, and the thorns 
driven into his head by the barbarous ſoldiers 
until the blood ran down his temples ; and 
then innocent, and pronounced ſo by his 
judge, nevertheleſs given up to the rage of 
the people—to the floods of ungodly men, 
that went about to devour him. They 
thirſted for his blood, and ſhed it as if it 
had been water. Having gotten him into 

their power, they led him out, marking the 
way as he went with his blood; and having 
reached mount Calvary, there they prepare 
their inſtruments of death. They drive the 
nails through his hands and feet, faſtening 
his body to the croſs; and then lifting up 
the croſs, they ſtand by to inſult and blaſ- 
pheme him. O love divine! how trium- 
phantly didſt thou riſe above all theſe floods 
of oppoſition, when that ſweet prayer came 
out of thy dying mouth, © Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” 
But he had another flood of oppoſition to 


withſtand, infinitely more dreadful than the 
a3 + former ; 
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former; he had the wrath and juſtice of his 
Father to ſuſtain, who, finding all our ſins 
upon him, took full ſatisfaction, even to the 
uttermoſt farthing. His Father had before 
declared by a voice from heaven, This 
« is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
4 pleaſed: But now his juſtice draws the 
word in wrath upon his beloved Son. — 
Whence was this? What !. is there any vari- 
ableneſs or ſhadow of turning in God? No. 
He was ſtill the beloved Son of the Father, 
but he was made ſin for us who knew no 
ſin; he was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, 
and was bruiſed for our iniquities ; he bore 
our griefs, and carried our ſorrows, from the 
time he ſweat, as it were, great drops of blood 
in the garden, until he expired upon the 
croſs. And what he endured while that 
| ſcripture was fulfilling, © Awake, O ſword! 
« againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the man 
* that is my fellow, ſaith the Lord,” and 
Juſtice was taking full and perfect ſatisfaction 
for ſin upon him, no tongue can tell, no 
imagination can conceive. He ſays himſelf, 
« All uy waves and ſtorms are gone over 
* me,” They broke upon his head, and 
with ſo much fury, that he complains in 
the 88th Halm, ver. 7.“ Thine indignation 
8 TI „ lieth 
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ce ljeth hard upon me, and thou haſt vexed 
ame with all thy ſtorms. When all the 
waves and ſtorms of the Father's wrath, 
which ſhould have fallen upon us, vexed 
him, he might well ſay, © Was there ever 
“ ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, wherewith 
e the Lord hath afflicted me in the day of 
.*-his herce anger.” There never was any 
<& ſorrow like that; which occafioned this 
lamentation, © My God, my God, why 
* haſt thou forſaken me?” All the powers 
in heaven and earth heard this cry, and 
were affected with it— the ſun hid his face 
there was darkneſs over the whole earth 
— the rocks were rent the graves opened — 
the dead aroſe—the veil of the temple was 
rent from the top to the bottom, What 
the bleeding Lamb of God ſuffered at this 
time, ſurpaſſeth human underſtanding. But 
however, in this day of the Lord's fierce 
anger, the floods of divine wrath did not 
drown our Lord's love. He bore up under 
all, until love heard the happy words — 1 
is finzſhed! and then he bowed his head, 
and gave up the ghoſt. But his love did 
not die. No. It gained the greateſt victory 
in death. We read of Samſon, that the 
dead whom he flew at his death, were more 


X 4 © than 
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than thoſe whom he flew in his life—which 
was a type and figure of the great victory 
which Chriſt obtained by his death ; for he 
then vanquiſhed all the enemies of our peace. 
His love was ſtronger than death; becauſe 
through death he overcame death, and him 

that had the power of death. It was ſtronger 
than the grave; for he redeemed his own 
body, before it had ſeen corruption. And he 
aroſe from the grave as the firſt fruits of the 
dead, and behold he has in his hands the 
keys of hell and of death! ſo that neither 
death nor hell ſhall have any power over 
them that believe in him. And being riſen 
from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, he 
is ſeated upon the throne of glory; and he 
neither wants love nor power to beſtow upon 
them that believe in him, every grace and 
every bleſſing which can make them HAPPY 
in time and in eternity. 


. then, the love of Chriſt is beyond 
all value. What price can you ſet upon it? 
Might not the faithful, with good reaſon, ſay 
of it in the text, © If a man would give all 
e the ſubſtance of his houſe for this love, it 
te would utterly be deſpiſed ;”* for it is a free 


love, it cannot be bought. It is ineſtimable, 
and 
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and the riches of it are unſearchable. With 
what can you think of purchaſing it? With 
the ſubſtance of a man's houſe? Why, it is 
one of the free gifts of this love; and can 
you then think of meriting or buying it with 
its own gifts? This love created all things 
that are in heaven and that are in earth, ſo 
that you have nothing to offer it but what 
is already its own. And if you are one of 
the Lord's people, it redeemed you from the 
bondage of ſin and Satan, of death and the 
grave, and you have only to receive its bleſ- 
ſings, and to be thankful: for you yourſelf, 
and all that you have, are not your own; 
you are bought with a price. And what can 
you offer the Lord, but what is already his 
own? His by right of creation, by right of 
redemption doubly his. And muſt he not 
then utterly deſpiſe both you and your gifts, 
if you think that the ſubſtance of your houſe 
is to be compared with his love? He will 
deſpiſe you, and you will feel his reſentment 
through the ages of eternity, if you diſparage 
his love ſo much as to think that any thing 
in the world, yea the whole world itſelf, 
ought to be put in competition with his love. 
They who have taſted of it, know it to be 


invaluable. The leaſt. experience of it is 
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1 
worth thouſands of worlds. And, Oh! that 
he who has to give, may now ſhed it abroad 
in all your hearts, that you may feel the hap- 
pineſs of it. May this be the deſire of every 
foul here preſent—Set me, Lord Jeſus, as a 
ſeal upon thine heart, ſet me as a ſeal upon 
thine arm, for thy love to ſinners is ſtrong as 
death, the ardor of it is mightier than the 
grave—it burnt like bright coals of fire, 
which hath a moſt vehement flame; many 
waters could not quench thy love, nor could 
the floods drown it. If a man would give 
all the ſubſtance of his houſe to purchaſe 


thy love, he and his oy" would be utterly 
deſpiſed. | 


My brethren, can you make uſe of this 
prayer? Are theſe the pious breathings. of 
your ſouls? You have heard from the ſenſe 
of the words, that theſe were the pious 
breathings of the faithful under the 0 
Teſtament, and they muſt be your's under 
the New, if you would experience the com- 
forts of the doctrine in the text; and to ſtir 
you up to ſeek them, is the ſubject of my 
ſecond general head, under which I ſhall 
make two or three ſhort practical inferences. 
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The firſt relates to the manner in which 
the words are drawn up. They are in the 
form of a prayer, founded upon paſt expe- 
rience of Chriſt's love, and earneſtly deſiring 
a larger ſhare of it. And is this your heart's 

deſire? Can you willingly and heartily pray 
to have the love of other objects ſhut out of 
your hearts, and to find your happineſs in 
the love of Chriſt, and in being ſealed for 
his? If you can pray thus, may you daily 
find more reaſon to love Jeſus Chriſt. | But 
if you cannot, is it not expedient that you 
ſhould confider what is the reaſon ? For, has 
not Jeſus Chriſt every perfection in himſelf, 
and every grace and bleſſing to give, which 
ought to draw the affections of miſerable 
ſinners unto himſelf? And yet you have no 
love for him. What is the cauſe which 
makes you act ſo directly againſt your own 
intereſt ? Is it not an unlawful attachment 
to the world, or to ſome object in it, which 
you ſet up againſt Chriſt ? You prefer it to 
him. You think it can make you happier 
than he can, and ſo you give up your hearts 
to its ſervice. Herein you are guilty of a 
monſtrous abſurdity, becauſe you prefer 
creature comforts to God; and you are 


guilty of monſtrous wickedneſs, gr. vo 
| leave 
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leave God, to idolize the creature. And 
though, after daily experience, you find that 
the creature cannot make you happy, yet 


ſtill you idolize it. What prodigious power 
muſt ſin have over a man, how entirely muſt 


it have blinded his underſtanding, when it 


can make him act againſt the cleareſt evidence, 
even of his own ſenſes ! For, upon whatever 
object you place your hearts, in preference, 
or in oppoſition to Chriſt, it cannot' make 
you happy; for this plain reaſon, becauſe 
you fin in giving that love to it which 
is due to him. “ My ſon,” ſays he, © give 
« ME thy heart.” I will make thee happy, 
by taking guilt out of thy conſcience, by 
pardoning thee freely, and ſhedding the love 
of God abroad in thy heart. Until this 
be done, no creature can make you happy. 
While fin is unpardoned, while guilt is in 
the conſcience, and while the broken law 


_ condemns, what can money, what can plea- 
ſure, what can honour give of happineſs ? 


They may for a time ſooth the uneaſineſs 
of the mind, but they cannot remove it. 
Nothing can remove it, but Jeſus Chriſt, 
He has perfect peace to give; and if ever 


you obtain it, you muſt receive it from his 
free love and bounty. 
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My brethren, do you give your aſſent to 
theſe truths? How do they appear to you? 
Do they not carry conviction along with 
them? Certainly they do, unleſs men be 
entirely blinded with fin. If they have con- 
vinced you, and you begin to deſire to know 
the love of Chriſt ; then turn from ſeeking 
happineſs in creature-comforts, where it can- 
not be found; and ſeek it in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and you will find in him true ſolid bliſe, 
when he ſets you as a ſeal upon his heart, 
and as a ſeal upon his arm. But if you have 
not been convinced from what has been ſaid, 
then turn to the world, and get its ſeal upon 
your hearts. If the world can make you hap- 
pier than God can, idolize it. Serve it, as 
too many do, with every faculty of ſoul and 
body, and pay it that obedience which is due 
to God only. But did you ever conſider 
who is the God of this world, that ruleth 
in the children of diſobedience ?* Is it not 
that old ſerpent called the Devil and Satan, 
who deceiveth the whole world? And what ! 
would you be found, when you come to die, 
with the devil's ſeal upon you ? Do you now 
deliberately chooſe to be marked for his, and 
to have your portion with him in the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimſtone for ever 
o 3 — ; and 
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and ever? If there be any of you thus far 
deluded and infatuated, let me entreat you to 
read the gth chapter of Ezekiel. You will 
there find a lively image of your preſent 
ſtate; I pray God to make it the means of 
lwing you your danger! The Lord gives 
a command to lay young and old, and to de- 
ſtroy the whole city; but firſt one clothed 
in linen goes to ſet a mark.upon the Lord's 
people, and they only were to be ſaved. You 
have not the Lord's mark upon you; there- 
fore, in the day of his fierce anger, his eye will 
not ſpare, neither will he have pity. When- 
ever the deſtroying angel is ſent out, he has 
no power to hurt the ſervants of God, who 
are ſealed; as you may read, Rev. vii. Four 
angels had a commiſſion to hurt the earth, 
and the ſea; but they were not to execute it 
until the Lord's people were ſealed, then they 
were to deſtroy and ſpare not. Are not theſe 
awful Scriptures! Have not they made you 
ſenſible of your preſent danger? May the 


Spirit of the living God apply them! Oh 


may his grace now begin to work upon your 
hearts! Now may he put it into your minds, 
from a due ſenſe of your wants, to ſeek a ſup- 
ply from the love of Chriſt, that -you may 
receive profit from what I have to remark 

3 upon 
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upon the ſecond part of the text, vis. the 
greatneſs of Chriſt's love. 


But of this you can form no judgment, un- 
leſs you have ſeen your guilt and your miſery, 
and found how much you ſtood in need of his 
love. It will appear great in proportion as you 
find your want of it, and greater as you ex- 
perience it. In itſelf, it is divine and infinite. 
It partakes of the nature of its author. It is, 
like him, above all bleſſing and praiſe. If you 

try to take the dimenſions of it, you will con- 
clude with the apoſtle, that it ſurpaſſeth know- 
ledge, yea the knowledge of angels, as well 
as of men; the height, the depth, the length, 
the breadth of it, cannot be meaſured by any 
created being. Oh the height and depth of 
that love, which brought our divine Lord 
from the higheſt heavens to the loweſt hu- 
miliation ! Oh the length of that love, which 
reaches as far as the eaſt is from the weſt, for 
ſo far hath he ſet our ſins from us! Oh the 
breadth of it, which includes a great multi- 
tude, that no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and tongues 1 
But although Chriſt's love be thus unſpeak- 
ably great, and inconceivably divine, yet why 1 2 
til you feel the miſery of ſin, you will not 
think of applying to Chriſt for his love. But 
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when guilt torments, death terrifies, the grave 
and hell appear to you in all their horrors, 
then you will think it a bleſſing indeed, if 
vou could have that love in your hearts 
which is able to caſt out theſe fears. 
And the knowledge of Chriſt's love to you 
caſteth out all fear: for his love has con- 
quered all your enemies, and is now almigh- 
ty to conquer them in you. For ſin he has 
made an atonement, death he has ſubdued, 
and him that had the power of death: he is 
riſen from the grave as the firſt fruits of the 
dead, and has opened the gate of everlaſting 
life. O beſeech him then to let you ſhare 
in that love, which is ſtronger than death, 
mightier than the grave! whereby all his 
conqueſts ſhall be your's. When you are 
united to him in the bonds of love, he will 
make you more than conqueror. He will 
make your love triumphant, like his. He 
will ſo ſtrengthen it, that many waters ſhall 
not be able to quench it, neither ſhall the 
floods be able to drown it. Neither diſ- 
treſs nor perſecution, neither life nor death, 
neither the pleaſures of the world, nor the 
temptations of the devil, ſhall be able to 
ſeparate you from the love of Chriſt W 


your Lard. 
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If you ſee your want of this love, ſeek, 
and; vou ſhall find it. The promiſe is 
“ They that ſeek me early ſhall find me.“ 
And if any of you have been ſeeking and 
have not found, you may conclude, that 
you have been ſeeking wrong—and have 
not followed the laſt part of the text, vis, 
ſeeking it as a free gift, which with all your 
endeavours and pains you cannot merit: for 
ſuch is the free and ineſtimable loye of Chriſt, 
that if a man would give all the ſubſtance of 
his houſe for this love it would utterly be 
deſpiſed. If you had millions of worlds to 
give, they would be counted as nothing, 
He would reject. you and your worthleſs 
bribes As one ſaid upon a like occaſion, 
55 Thy money periſh with thee, becauſe thou 
6 haſt thought, that the free gift of God was 
to be purchaſed with money.” Not only 
all that thou haſt, but alſo all that thou canft 
deſire, is not to be compared with the love of 
Chrift, Whatever can make the ſinner happy 
in time, whatever can make him bleſſed in 
eternity, Chriſt's love is able to beſtow, and 
does beſtow upon thole, who find their want 
of it, and who come humbled under a ſenſe 
of their wants, to aſk it as a matter of free 3 
1 and bounty. It is to the glory « of his 
Y love 


love, that he beſte upon the unworthy, _ 
And if his good Spirit has enabled you to ſee 
your want of it, and you can aſk it as an 
unworthy ſinner, you will receive it. This 
is your only qualification, to acknowledge 
that you do not deſerve it. Go to the throne 
of his grace with this humble temper, hun- 
gering and thirſting after righteouſneſs, and 
the Lord Jeſus will: ſend you uy” filled 
with * e 


111 is evident tet from what has been ſaid, 
that there is perfect happineſs to be found in 
the love of our redeeming God. All that 
call themſelves chriſtians profeſs their belief 
of this truth, but the generality of them a& 
in direct oppoſition to their belief, and are 
ſeeking happineſs where God has decreed it 
ſhall not be found. They try to find it in 
the world, but are diſappointed, and after. 
many diſappointments they will not give 
over the ſearch. Their great love for the 
world will not ſuffer them to turn their backs 
upon it, although it has deceived them ſo 
often. They are quite enamoured with its 
| fancied goods, and place their whole hearts 
and affe&ions upon its money, its pleaſures, 


and its honours: theſe they purſue- eagerly, 
and 


E 
and perhaps attain them; they have their 
heart's deſire, and yet they are unhappy. 
What is the reaſon? Becauſe theſe things 
cannot ſatisfy the wants of a ſinful ſoul. 
Sin ſeperated the ſoul from God; not only 
ſet them at a diſtance from each other, but 
alſo occaſioned enmity between them. The 
law and juſtice of God are of purer eyes 
than to behold the leaſt ſin, and therefore 
he revealed his wrath from heaven againſt 
all unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs of men. 
And until his law and juſtice receive full 
ſatisfaction, God the Father will not appear 
reconciled, nor pardon the ſinner, who can- 
not return to God with any love or confi- 
dence, and find happineſs in him, until he 
believe that God is reconciled, and has par- 
doned him. Now Jeſus Chriſt is the only 
Saviour who has pardon of fin to give. His 
good Spirit can give the ſinner the knowledge 
of the pardon of fin, and ſhed abroad in his 
heart all the comforts of God's pardoning 
love. Then he will know the truth of the 
deſcription in the text. Chriſt's love. will 
appear to him as it is there deſcribed. He 
will be able to take up the words, and to uſe 
them with the ſame ſpirit, with which they 
were ſpoken in the Song: for he is happy in 


(39) 


the love of Chrift, and can truly ſay, © I love 


« him, becauſe he firſt loved me, and _ 
* himfelf for me.” 


| Gihes, theſe things. are bs, 7 — ae my 
ue brethren, you will not go away 
reſolved. {till to ſeek happineſs in the love 
of creature-comforts; Jou cannot ſuppoſe, 
that the world can. make you happier than 


its almighty Creator and Saviour can. If you 


had it all in your poſſeſſion, yet there are 
times when it could be of no ſervice. What 
pleaſure could it give you in ſickneſs? How 
could it remove the torments of a guilty 
conſcience? How could it keep off death, or 
take out its ſting? How could gt bring you 
any comfort, if your poor ſoul ſhould appear 
with all its ſins unpardoned at the judgment- 
ſeat of Chrift ? Alas, in theſe circumſtances | 
the world and the things of it cannot give 
relief, You know they cannot. And why 
then will you purſue them? Since there 8 
no happineſs to be found in them, and the 
more you purſue them, the farther will they 
lead you from true happineſs. Oh turn from 
the world then, leave it, follow its vain 
ſhadows no longer, nor diſquiet yourſelves 
in vain. No man was ever happy in the 
love 
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love * the world; but every man is happier 
than the world can make him, who has only 
accepted the invitation, Oh come, talles 
& and ſee how gracious the Lord Jeſus is; 
but he that has taſted, and ſeen, and is under 
the care and protection of Chriſt's love, he 
zs completely happy, even in times of trial 
and trouble; becauſe Chrift is almighty to 
deliver; and when he does not deliver from 
_ affliction, he is able to ſanctify it, and to 
make it work together for good to them that 
love him. And is not this an happy ſtate? 
What ſinner would not deſire it, and what 
afflicted perſons would not pray for it? May 
he, who is able to bring you into it, put it 


into all your hearts to ſeek it. Oh that he 


-may ſend his good Spirit -and give every one 
of you earneſt deſires to have this ſcripture 
fulfilled in your own ſouls, May this be the 
Janguage of every ſoul here prefent—Set me, 
bleſſed Saviour, as a ſea} upon thine heart, 
and as a ſeal upon thine arm, let thy love and 
thy power act together for my falvation : for 
thy love is mightier than death, and ſtronger 
than the grave; Oh that I may ſhare in theſe 
victories of thy love, the vehement ardor of 
which many waters could not quench, neither 
could the floods drown it. If a man would 
— 3 W ˖ 
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give all the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy 
this love it would utterly be contemned. 1 


have nothing to purchaſe it with. Give it 
to me, Lord, as a free gilt, and to the glory 


of the giver. 


O dear Redeemer, ſend us away with theſe 
good defires in all our hearts, and cheriſh 
them, until we know that love of thine, 
which paſſeth knowledge, which exceeds all 
that can be ſaid of it upon earth, and will 
exceed all that can be ſaid of it in heaven. 
There will be no end of ſinging its praiſes 
through eternity, Oh may it be your joy 
and happineſs here in time to ſing with 
grateful hearts the praiſes of redeeming love 
until Jeſus take you to himſelf, and put 
more love into your hearts, and fill your 
mouths with louder ſongs of praiſe to Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, the adorable Trinity 
in Unity, to whom may we all aſcribe equal 
honour and glory, majeſty and dominion 
now, henceforth, and for evermore. Amen 
and n. | 
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_ 1 R MON XII. 
| Chap, viii. Ver. 1 4. 


Male haſte, my beloved, 2 be thou like to a 


oe, or to a young hart upon the mountains 


. Fo 
H K church rakes this her laſt Nec 


She deſires her beloved to haſten his 
K which under the Old Teſtament 


diſpenſation referred to his coming in the 
fleſh, as under the New it refers to his 
ſecond coming. But the church of God, 
both in the Old Teſtament and the New, 


expected another coming of Chriſt, vis. his 


coming in grace. The believers knew that 
he was to come, and to abide with them, 
and not as a ſojourner, but as an inhabitant, 


to dwell in their hearts by faith. This was 


promiſed them, and this they have always 


experienced. The words may with great 
propriety treat of theſe three advents of our 


Lord. _ And I will enden. 
14 
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Firſt, To e them in their full ſenſe, 
and then . 


Seconiliy, To draw fome pradtical vbſares- | 
tions from them, 


The words were ſpoken before the coming 
of Chriſt in the fleſh, and ſuppoſing they 
refer to it, they imply great haſte and ſpeed. 
The faithful would have Chriſt to haſten his 
coming in the ſwifteſt manner; whereby 
they expreſs the holy impatience of their 
affections, which could not endure delay. 

They longed to ſee the deſire of all nations 
incarnate, It was their continual with and 

prayer, that they might ſee the day of Chriſt. 
Therefore upon the concluſion of the Song, 
they break off as it were abruptly with this 
their laſt requeſt, upon which their hearts 
were deeper ſet, make cle, my beloved. 


| This was the coal prayer of AR 

under the Old Teſtament, which they made 
not from any doubt of God's faithfulneſs and 
truth, but from their earneſt deſires after the 
Saviour of the world. They were ſenſibly 
convinced of their great want of him. They 
5 found ſin in themſelves — chey read in the 
"IT * N law . 
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law of PE puniſhment due to ſin, which the 
law had threatened. and juſtice was bound 
to inflict, and they knew that they could do 
nothing to make an atonement to law and 
juſtice, therefore they ardently prayed for 
the coming of the promiſed Lamb of God, 
who was to take away ſin by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf, and to anſwer all the demands of 
law and juſtice. The firſt prophecy was ſuf- 
ficiently clear to be a ground for their prayers. 
| (God had declared, that the ſeed of the wo- 
man, one born of a woman, ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head, in which his poiſon lay, 
and thereby deſtroy the Power which he had 

9 uſurped over mankind. The types and ſer- 
vices then inſtituted, which are in ſum and 
ſubſtance the ſame that were afterwards re- 
corded in the written law, tended to explain 
the firſt prophecy, and to keep it continually 
in remembrance, They ſerved as a ſchool- 
maſter to lead men to Chriſt. From them 
it was certain that the Saviour would come 
and be made a ſacrifice for ſin, but the pre- 
eiſe time of his coming was not made known 
in the firſt ages of the world. This gave 
men occaſion to expect him in every age, 
until the fixed time of his coming was re- 
! vealed, "re. n we find. the pa- 
bot). triarchs 


ana? 
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triarchs before, and the prophets under the 
law, waiting with eager deſires for his coming: 
As our Lord affured his apoſtles, Matt. xiii. 
17. Verily I ſay unto you, many prophets 
and righteous men have deſired to ſee theſe 
„ things which ye ſee and have not ſeen 
„ them, and to hear theſe things which ye 
„ hear and have not heard them.“ There 
were many prophets and righteous men in 
the church of God as well before the written 
law as ſince, who deſired to ſee God incar- 
nate, and to hear the gracious words that 
| ſhould proceed out of his mouth. Jacob 
was one of theſe prophets and righteous men, 
and he expreſſes all their deſires in his own— 
“J have waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord.“ 
(Gen. xlix. 18.) And the prophet 7aiah, 
ſpeaking in his own name, and in the name 
of the faithful, ſays, — © In the way of thy 
« judgments, O Lord, have we waited for 
©& thee: the deſire of our ſoul istothy name, and 
“ to the remembrance of thee.” And there 
were always in the*church ſome waiting for 
the promiſed conſolation of Mel, and eſpe- 
cially at the time of his appearing in the fleſh, 
ſuch as the juſt and devout Simeon, who when 
the holy child Jeſus was brought into the 
temple took him up in his arms, and bleſſed 
| 77". 
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God and ſaid, « Lord, now letteſt thou thy 
_ + ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
«* ſeen thy ſalvation.” And this, my bre- 
thren, will be your happy caſe, when your 

eyes ſee the ſalvation of God. When faith 
gives you a clear view of your intereſt in the 
ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt, then whenever vou 
die you will 4s ps in peace. 


Thus the Old Te omen: ſaints deſired 
Chriſt to haſten his coming in the fleſh. 
They wanted to behold his day. They 
longed to ſee the great myſtery of godlineſs 
opened and explained God manifeſt in the 
fleſh. In the fulneſs of time according to 
their deſires he came. He viſited us in great 
humility, and in the form of a ſervant, but 
he thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God: for he required the ſame faith in himſelf 
as in the Father, Ye believe in God, be- 
„ Heve alſo in me.“ Jobn xiv. 1. He com- 
manded the ſame divine honour to be paid 
-” him, All men ſhould honour the Son, 

even as they honour the Father, (John v. 
23.) for he is Jehovah, the ſelf-exiſtent 
God (hn viii. 24.) which whoever does 
not believe ſhall die in his fins. He ſup- 


| ons theſe bet claims by appealing to his 
G miracles, 
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miracles, which were God's teſtimony to the 
truth of his words. Hear his own argument 
upon this very ſubject. The Jews were go- 
ing to ſtone him. for ſaying that he was God, 
« If I do not the works of my Father be- 
« lieve me not; but if I do, though ye be- 
„ lieve not me, believe the 3 that ye 
6c may know and- believe that the Father is 
© in me, and I in him.” (Jobn x. 37, 38. ) 
He did all the: works, which the prophets 
had foretold the promiſed Immanuel ſhould 
perform. And after he had fulfilled the 
ſcriptures of the 01d Teftament, had ſuffered 
all, that law and juſtice required, and had 
compleated the great work of Cation, he 
aſcended into heaven, and ſat down at the 
right hand of the majeſty on high. And 
we are now according to his moſt true pro- 
_ miſe waiting for his ſecond coming. There 
is a great day, and not far off, when every 
eye ſhall ſee him coming in the clouds of 
Heaven with power and great glory, God 
had revealed this very early to his ſervants 
the prophets: for Enoch the ſeventh from 
Adam prophecied of it, ſaying, Behold the 
Lord cometh with ten thouſand of his 
+ ſaints to execute judgment upon all, and to 
95 convince all that are ungodly among them 
E « of 


( 80 


.* of. all their ungodly deeds, which they 
_ © have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard ſpeeches, which ungodly ſinners have 
4 ſpoken againſt him.“ In the New Te/fa- 
ment we: have the manner of our Lord's 
coming to execute judgment, with the pro- 
ceſs of the laſt day very particularly deſcribed, 
And it is the wiſh and prayer of every faith- 
ful ſoul — that he would haſten this his 
glorious appearing, and accompliſh the great 
things which are to go before it. When the 
bleſſed ess cloſes the volume of neten 
the faithful a; « Amen. | en rg _—_ 
Lord Jeſus.” And daily is it in their 
prayers — Thy kingdom come. And they 
have good reaſon. to deſire it; becauſe all 
that their Lord and Saviour has to do upon 
the earth will then be compleated. The 
number of the elect will be perfected, and 
he will be admired in them. His enemies 
will be finally ſubdued. An end will be put 
to the reign of ſin and ſatan. There will be 
no more death. Whatever robbed our re- 
deeming God of his glory will be deſtroyed. 
how greatly then is this ſecond -coming 
of our Lord to be deſired by all his faithful 
followers and ſervants, who are deſcribed in 
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ſcripture by this character, that they love his 
appearing. They love it firſt for his ſake, be- 
cauſe he will then be glorified in his ſaints, he 
will then be glorified for the great glory which 
he will beſtow upon them; and they love 
it alſo for their own IO becauſe then 
all their wiſhes and defires will be ' fulfilled, 
when they ſhall ſee their beloved Savicur 
face to face. They will have no more prayers 
or requeſts. to make. When that great day 
is come, there will be no more complaints; 
no more wants or / neceſſities, ſorrow and 
fighing will flee away for ever. Our war- 
fare will be ended, our victory compleated. 

Our crowns ſhall ſhine upon our heads with 
never-fading luſtre, our palms of victory 
| ſhall be ever green. How exceedingly great 
this happineſs will be we cannot fully com- 
prehend at preſent. However this one cir- 
cumſtance hightens every thing ſaid of it 
in ſcripture, namely, that it will be eternal, 
When we have aſcended from judgment with 
our Lord, he will admit us. into his kingdom 
of glory. After this meeting we ſhall part 
no more; but ſhall ever be with the Lord, 
praiſing and adoring his perfections, and be- 
ing happy in the enjoyment of them to all 
eternity, ang” is not all this happineſs ear- 
| T_T 
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neſtly to be deſired by diem, 135 have re- 
ceived through faith the earneſt of their in- 
heritance? And will it not be much upon 
their hearts to pray him to haſten his com- 
ing, and will not they, who love his appear- 
ing, pray for it with great fervency? Our 
church is very earneſt in her prayers: for 
| the teaches us in the Burial Service to be 
continually praying to him, that it would 
_ © pleaſe him of his gracious goodneſs ſhortly 
& to accompliſh the number of his ele, and 
e to haſten his kingdom.” And he has pro- 
miſed to hear and to anſwer theſe prayers : 
for when he is deſcribing in St. Matthezo the 
_ tribulation of the laſt days, which ſhall be 
greater than any ſince the beginning of the 
world to that time, he ſays that © for the 
elects ſake theſe days ſhall be ſhortened. * 
2 80 be it Lord Jeſus. 


My brethren, when you hear of our Lord's 
ſecond coming how does it affect you? Do 
you love to think of the day of his great 
glory? Do you wiſh and pray for it? Does 
the ſolemnity of it ſtrike no terror into your 
conſciences? Is all peace and joy within, 
when you hear of the ſuddenneſs of his com- 
ing, and of the general ſurprize it will be to 

a care 


(e 


a careleſs world ? Do you now find no fear, 
if the laſt trump ſhould this moment ſound 
and you ſhould: lift up your eyes and ſee the 
God of glory coming in the clouds of heaven 
attended- with all his holy angels? Could you 
look up with joy, knowing that your re- 
demption draweth nigh? Is your conſcience 
ſo purged from dead works that it would not 
be alarmed, if the air that we breathe being 
on fire ſhould be diſſolved, and the elements 
ſhould melt with fervent heat, and the earth 
alſo and the works that are therein ſhould be 
burnt up? Are you prepared to draw near 
the judgment-ſeat ' with a true heart in full 
aſſurance of faith, having your hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil conſcience? When you medi- 
tate upon the ſolemn-proceſs of the laſt day, 
as deſcribed by the Judge himſelf, can you 
ſuppoſe yourſelf to be in the midſt of this 
awful ſcene, and your ſtate ready to be deter- 
mined to all eternity, and have you no 
fearful apprehenſions about your ſalvation ? 
It you have none, may he who delivered 
you from them ſtrengthen and eftabliſh your 
faith that you may daily love our Lord, and 
love his appearing more and more. But if 
guilty fear does ariſe in your heart, when you 


* of the glorious appearing of the-great God 
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and our Saviour at the laſt day, this proves 
that all is not right in your own ſoul. There 
is a coming of Chriſt in grace, which you 
have not yet experienced: for if you had, it 
would have given you that love, which 
caſteth out all tormenting fear. If Chriſt 
had come and manifeſted himſelf to you, as 
your Saviour, if he had awakened you, had 
pardoned you freely, and given you the wit- 
neſs of the Spirit in your heart, enabling you 
to look upon God as your reconciled Father, 
Chriſt as your Saviour, and the Holy Spirit 
as your guide and comforter, then you could 
have no reaſon to fear. And this coming of 
Chriſt is the moſt to be deſired, becauſe with- 
out this you do not receive the graces and 
bleſſings of His firſt coming in the fleſh, and 
therefore are not prepared for his ſecond 
coming to judgment. What he did and ſuf- 
fered in the fleth is not imputed unto us for 
righteouſneſs, until it be applied and appro- 
priated. The Holy Spirit muſt come and 
ſhew us our intereſt in it, he muſt give us 
preſent ſalvation from the pollution, and the 
guilt, and the dominion of ſin, and we muſt 
know and experience this by true faith, bes 
fore the fear of Chriſt's coming to judgment 


can be taken out of the conſcience. But 
2 wehen 
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when Chriſt thus dwells in the heart by faith, 
then being intereſted in all the graces of his 
firſt coming, we may wait for the bleſſings 
of his ſecond coming with hopes full of im- 
mortality. Therefore, 


My brethren, above all things ſeek the ex- 
perience of Chriſt's coming to you in grace: 
for when you once know and love him as 
your Saviour, you cannot fear him as your 
judge: but from the ſenſe of his love to you, 
vou will be able with the faithful in the text 
to call him your beloved, and to pray for his 
ſpeedy coming, that he may put all his ene- 
mies under his feet. When they ſay, Make 
haſte. my beloved, this implies that there was 


mutual love between them. The ſoul was 


made ſenſible of Chriſt's love to it: © For 
* we love him, ſays the apoſtle Jobn, be- 
* cauſe he firſt loved us.” And when you 
have ſcripture evidence of his firſt Toving 
you, then you can with true faith take up 
the churches words, and ſay, My beloved 
« is mine, and I am his.” To know that 
he is yours is the ſame thing as to know 
whatever he has is yours: for by being in- 
tereſted in him you have a property in all 
his promiſes, ns and bleſſi ns, in time 

; and 


6 . 
and in eternity. This is the bleſſed ſtate of 
believers; and do you not deſire, my bre- 


thren, to be in it? is it not happineſs indeed 


to be freed from the fear of death and judg- 
ment — nay more, to be able to pray for the 


coming of Chriſt, and to love his appearing? 


What can be more deſirable than to know 


that the almighty judge is your loving Sa- 


viour, who when he comes at the laſt day 
will make you compleatly bleſſed both in 
body and ſoul? May God put it into all 
your hearts to deſire this, and may he give 
vou faith to pray in the words of the text — 
„Make haſte, my beloved, and be thou like 
« to a roe or a young hart,” — like them 
in ſwiftneſs and ſpeed, for which they are 


remarkable. It is ſaid of Aſabel the ſon of 


Zeruiab, that he was as light of foot as a 


wild roe; and the Gadztes who came to Da- 


vid at Ziklag are celebrated for being as ſwift 
as roes upon the mountains. With all this 
| ſpeed would the faithful have Chriſt to haſten 
his coming. They had no ſtronger idea of 


the greateſt ſpeed than what they took from 


the ſwiftneſs of a wild roe, and therefore by 
this they expreſs the fervent defires of their 
ſouls after his ſpeedy coming. He heard their 


prayers, and he will anſwer them. He gave 
| 1 5 5 them: 
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them many promiſes i in the Od Thome ok 
his coming in glory to judge the world, and 
many more in the New. In his laſt words, 
with which he ſhuts up the volume of reve- 
lation, he leaves us this ſweet and comfort- 
able promiſe — © Surely IJ come quickly.” 
Here we have his promiſe, he will come 
quickly, and confirmed by a ſolemn aſſeve- 
ration, ſurely — and ſurely, what his truth 
hath promiſed, nothing ſhall be able to hin- 
der his omnipotence from fulfilling : for yet 
a little while, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. And becauſe he 
: ſeems to tarry, therefore the unbeliever taxes 
occaſion to reflect upon the faithfulneſs of 
God, and the careleſs ſinner ſinks deeper in- 
to carnal ſecurity ; but both thefe ſorts of 
perſons may read their condemnation in the 
third chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter, 
in which he foretelk that there ſhould come 
in the laſt days ſcoffers, walking after their 
own luſts and ſaying, Where is the promiſe 
of his coming? We fee no ſigns of it, for 
ſince the fathers fell afleep all things go on 
as they did from the beginning of the crea- 
tion. To this the apoſtle replies, firſt by 
ſaying, it is wilful ignorance to maintain, 
that the world has ſuffered no change -fince 
| the” 
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the creation, for was it not once deſtroyed 
by a deluge of water? And ſecondly he an- 
ſwers, that the Lord is not ſlack concerning 
his promiſe (as ſome men count ſlackneſs) 
but is long ſuffering to us ward, not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 


come to repentance. What theſe men call 


Mackneſs is an act of mercy. The judge only 
waits till the time fixed in the counſel of God 
be finiſhed, till the number of the ele& be 
perfected, and then ſhall the end come. His 
delay may ſeem long to us who meaſure time 


by days and months and years, but with the 


Lord a thouſand years are but as one day; 
There is no time in eternity. What ſeems 


long to us, who are but of yeſterday, : 


is with the Lord ſpeedy : for he that is 


truth and cannot lie ſays, Surely I come 


quickly. The longer he has delayed, the 


ſooner he will come, and therefore my 
brethren, you ſhould be the more prepared. 
If you think his delay long, this ſhould haſten 


you in your preparation, becauſe eyery mo- 
ment brings his coming nearer. No one dare 


affirm that he ſhall not live to ſee the Son of 


Man coming in the clouds of heaven with 


power and great glory. If this may be, and 
every one of us may live to ſee it come to 


7 ' 
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Be EE 
paſs, Oh what manner of perſons ought we 
to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs ? 
What diligence ſhould we give to make our 


calling and election ſure ? Ought we not to 
have a clear knowledge of our intereſt in the 


judge, and to be aſſured by faith of his be- 


ing our Saviour, that we may love his ap- 
pearing, and pray for it, as the faithful did 
in the text. They finiſhed their prayer, and 


cloſed the book with intreating him to come 


ſpeedily, and to give them more experience 


of his love; they deſired to have daily more 


proofs of his being their compleat Saviour, 


by his acting in each of his anointed offices 


for them and for their ſalvation, as their pro- 


phet, their prieſt, and their king. This is 


I think the meaning of the laſt words — 


* Upon the mountains of ſpices,” In our 
language we apply the word mountain to 


the higheſt hills, and we generally fix the 


idea of barrenneſs to it. But the ſcripture 
applies it to hills, of no great height, and to 


the moſt fruitful hills, ſuch as Carmel, and 


Sharon, and Gilead, upon which' grew the 
ſpices here mentioned. In the zoth of Exo- 
dus we have a particular deſcription of theſe 
aromatic ſpices. Moſes was commanded. to 
take myrrh, cinnamon, ſweet calamus, and 
- | caſſia, 
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cala, and to mix them up with 'oil olive, 
to make a compolition that would diffuſe its 
fragrant odours without the help of fire. The 
uſe of this holy ointment was to anoint the 
tabernacle itſelf, and all its veſſels, that they 
might be holy unto the Lord — And it was 
alſo to conſecrate the high prieft, that he 
might miniſter in holy things. And it was 
ſtrictly forbidden in the law to uſe it to any 
other purpoſe, upon the penalty of death, 
This holy anointing was to repreſent what 
was to be in Chriſt, and what was to flow 
to us from him, It was the type and figure 
of the anointing of the Holy Spirit, which 
was poured upon him without meaſure, to 
conſecrate him to the high offices of prophet 
prieſt, and king, over the people of God. 
He is their prophet to enlighten the blindneſs 
of their underſtanding, and to lead them in- 
to all ſaving truth, their prieſt to take away 
the pollution and guilt of ſin, and their king 
to deſtroy in them the dominion of ſin, and 
to carry on the divine life in their ſouls here 
in grace, and hereafter in glory. The faith- 
ful in the Old Teſtament expected him in 
theſe gracious offices, for which he was to 
be qualiſied by the unction from the holy 
one; and therefore they made it a matter of 

| | * + their | 


their prayers that he would haſten his com- 
ing in his three office characters, which 
they expreſs by that holy anointing, where- 


by he was conſtituted and ordained to theſe 
ofhces, | 


The meaning of this words from what has 
been ſaid appears to be this. The faithful 
finiſh this ſweet portion of ſcripture with a 
prayer. They had experienced ſo much of 
Chriſt's love, that their hearts were entirely 
ſet upon further communion, and therefore 
they beg of him to haſten his coming; in 
the Old Te ament they mean his coming in 
the fleſh, in the New we mean his coming 
to judgment; but both to them and us there 
is another coming. Chriſt muſt come and 
dwell in our hearts by faith, that we may 
receive the benefits of his firſt coming in the 
fleſh and be prepared for his ſecond com- 
ing in glory: for until we have by faith 
a clear view of our intereſt in him, how 
can we take up the words of the text and 
ſay — Make haſte, O thou beloved Jeſus, 
and for the elects ſake ſhorten theſe days of 
fin and blaſphemy, Why is thy chariot fo 
long in coming? Why tarry the wheels of 
thy chariot ? ? Oh come with all the ſwiftneſs ; 

| of 
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of the fleeteſt roe, or wild deer, to fulfil 
whatever remains of ſcripture not com- 
Pleated, eſpecially come to fulfil what is writ- 
ten of the ſacred offices, to which thou waſt 
_ anointed, and by which thou art to make us 
an odour of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacrifice accept- 
able, well-pleaſing unto God. Thus come, 
Lord Jeſus, as our prophet and prieſt, and 
ſet up thy kingdom of grace in every one of 
our hearts, that we may love thy appear- 
ing, and pray thee to haſten _ N 
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pun this Nate of the Jodtiine there -are 
two practical truths offered to our ſerious | 
n | : 


Firſt, The 5 7 for Chriſt's coming. 
8 : The reaſon w- which the prefer 
Was ene 


And 2 As to his coming at the laſt 
day, it is as certain, as that he came in the : 
- fleſh in the fulneſs of time. From the cer- 
tainty of the fact the faithful were led to pray 
for it, And can you, my brethren, join in 
Ts N  theix 
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their prayer? Do you deſire from your hearts 
that Chriſt ſhould ſoon come in all his glory 
to judgment? Are you preparing and look- 
ing out for it as an event that may not be 
far off? If you are, then you are ſafe. But 
if you are not, examine carefully what is 
the reaſon. Why cannot you pray along 
with the faithful for Chriſt's ſpeedy coming 
to judgment? Surely you don't doubt of the 
fact? That he will come to judge the world 
is as certain as that he did come at the fixt 
time to judge the Fere//h nation: For we 
e muſt all appear before the judgment. ſeat of 
Chriſt.“ The matter of fact upon ſcrip- 
ture principles is undeniably clear and cer- 
tain. Why then are you not ſo prepared for 
it as to make it the ſubject of your prayers? 
Is it becauſe you put it at a great diſtance, 
and therefore think yourſelves ſafe? Conſider 
attentively, what the ſcripture ſays upon this 
point. Our Lord has given us ſeveral marks 
and ſigns of his coming, by which we might 
know Bas certainly, when it was at hand, as 
we could know, when the fig- tree puts forth 
her green figs, that ſummer is nigh. There 
were to be wars and rumours of wars, peſti- 
lences, earthquakes in divers places, very 
f little truth faith left upon che n and yet 
; as 
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as great ſecurity among careleſs ſinners as 
there was in the days of Noah, when the 
flood came and ſwept them all away. Do 
you think theſe cannot be the forerunners of 
our Lord's ſpeedy coming, becauſe there al- 
ways have been ſuch things in the world? 
But when all theſe ſigns are at once upon 
the earth, and in a manner they never were 
before, then they become loud calls to an 
immediate preparation. Were there ever 
greater wars, or more rumours of war? Has 
not an uncommon peſtilence raged among 
the cattle for ſeveral years, in this and in 
other countries? Were there ever ſuch earth- 
quakes, ſo univerſal, and of ſo long continu- 
ance, as have been for ſome years paſt? And 
does not the preſent ſtate of the world as to 
religion greatly reſemble our Lord's deſcrip- 
tion of the men, upon whom that day ſhall 
come unawares as a thief in the night? And 
when could the account which St. Paul 
gives us in ſeveral of his epiſtles, of the men 
of the latter times be more true, than it is at 
- preſent ? Have they not the name and form 
of chriſtianity without the power of it? Are 
they not worldly-minded, ſunk into carnal 
ſecurity, and ſo entirely influenced by the 


love of pleaſure, that the love of God and 
of 


E 
of the things of God is not only waxed cold, 
but quite frozen up? Was there ever any 
age, wherein our Lord' s words could be 
more ſtrictly fulfilled, © When the Son of 
«© Man cometh ſhall he find faith upon the 
« earth?” By theſe ſigns our Lord is alarm- 

a ſinful world with notices of his ſpeedy 
© — 5 and if ſinners are not at all alarmed, 
but continue ſtill ſecure in their ſins, this is 
a ſcripture proof that he will ſoon come as a 
thief in the night and ſurprize them: for 
when they ſhall ſay, Peace and ſafety, then 
ſudden deſtruction ſhall come vpn them, and 


they ſhall not . 


But Al you 40 not foe the 685 of his 
coming ſo clearly, as to be convinced of the 
neceſſity of being immediately prepared. If 
It be at all neceſſary to be prepared, it is cer- 
tainly neceſſary to be prepared immediately : 
for you cannot be ſure at any time, that he 
will not come, and therefore vou ſhould be 
at all times ready for his coming. Suppoſe 
he ſhould come in a day that ye look not for 
him, what would your eternal condition. be ? 
What, if he ſhould ſurprize you in your ſins, 
have you no apprehenſion about your dan- 


ger? W * amongſt vou could dwell with 
| "nn 
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the devouring fire? Who amongſt you could 
dwell with the everlaſting burnings? And 
ſuppoſe he ſhould not come, yet if he ſend 
death to ſurprize you, it is the ſame thing. 
If you die unpardoned you are loſt for 
ever: for it is written, the wicked ſhall be 

« turned into hell, and all the people that 
e forget God.” So that put our Lord's com- 
ing as far off as you pleafe, yet you cannot 
put death off: and there is the ſame prepa- 
ration neceſſary for the one as for the other. 
You muſt be turned from darkneſs to light, 
and from the power of ſatan unto God, you 
muſt be juſtified and ſanctified, before you 
are fit either to meet death or judgment, 
And if you have no knowledge of Chriſt's 
being your Saviour, it is the ſame thing to 
you as if there was no Saviour: for if you 
are not united by faith to Chriſt , he is no 
Chriſt to you, according to the ſaying of the 
firſt reformers, © That an unapplied Chrift 


is no Chriſt; therefore, my beloved bre- | 


thren, if you have any real love for your 
own ſouls, if you indeed prefer eyerlaſting 
Joys to endleſs torments, ſeek for pardon and 
peace from the hands of Jeſus Chriſt, who 
has them to give, that having received them 
from him, -you may be able with true faith 
4 | ; tO 
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to aſe the prayer in the text, and for the 
fame reaſon the fiithful here uſed it, namely, 
from your experience of your intereſt in 
Chriſt, which is the /econd practical FO in 
the text I was to apply. 


They pray to Chriſt to haſten his coming; 
which they earneſtly requeſted, becauſe they 
had clear evidence of his being heir loving 
Saviour. He firſt loved them, and made 
them ſenſible of his love, therefore they loved 
Him. And having a ſure intereſt in the pre- 
ſent graces of his ſalvation (for they were in 
poſſeſſion, and had actual enjoyment of them) 
they knew that they ſhould at his ſecond 
coming ſhare in the bleſſings of his eternal 
kingdom; for which reaſon they offered up 
to him the prayer of faith, requeſting him 
to come quickly — Make haſte, my beloved, 
and may we ſoon ſee thee manifeſt in the 
fleſh, making an atonement for {in and bring- 
ing in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and when 
thou haſt by obeying, ſuffering, dying, and 
riſing again fulfilled the law and the prophets, 
On haſten thy ſecond coming. Let all things 
be forwarded that are to go before it. Finiſh 


the number of thine elect, eu and Gentiles, 


and then come in Lang clouds of heaven with 
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power and great glory. Now, my brethren, 


do you pray thus for Chriſt's ſecond coming? 
Can you make it, do you make it, the daily 
ſubject of your prayers? Being aſſured that 

Jeſus is your Saviour, have you no fear of 
him as your judge? Are you ſo entirely de- 
livered from fear that you love his appear- 
ing, as the day of the Lord's great glory, 
when he will be glorified in the deſtruction 
of all his enemies, and glorified much more in 
the eternal ſalvation of all his ſaints? 


Perhaps ſome of you may think, that it 


ſavours of enthuſiaſm, for a man to pretend 


to be ſo certain of Chriſt's love, as to pray 


for his coming to judgment. Let us hear 


then what the ſcripture ſays. The faithful 


in the text deſire Chriſt to make haſte, and 
upon this motive they ground their prayer, 
that he was Heir beloved; but they could not 
have urged him to make haſte for this rea- 
ſon, unleſs they had been certain of their in- 


tereſt in him. If he had not been 7herr be- 


loved, they could not have made their hopes 
of meeting him ſoon the ſubject of their 
| prayers ; but every one could ſay for himſelf, 
My beloved is mine and I am his,” and 
knowing that they were his, and belonged 


to. 
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to him, knowing ie gam dhe work of 
grace which was in them, from the abiding 
witneſs of the Spirit, and from the long and 
ſweet communion which they had enjoyed 
with their beloved Jeſus, they therefore 
prayed him to make haſte, to haſten his 


firſt and ſecond coming. And if this be | 


_ enthuſiaſm, it is not peculiar to this por- 


tion of ſcripture. It runs through the 


whole volume as well as through the ſong. 


All the patriarchs, as well as Abraham, de- 


fired to ſee Chriſt's day. Mo/es prayed ear- 
neſtly for it, and was honoured with the hght 


of it, as Abraham was; God ſhewed it to 


42 


them in a viſion, but he did not vouchſafe the 


ſame to many prophets and kings and righ- 
teous men, although they. earneſtly deſired 
to ſee it. The Hſalms and the prophetical 
writings are full of petitions to Chriſt, pray- 
ing him to come to the ſalvation of his peo- 
ple. And the New Teſtament abounds with 
the like petitions. It is ſaid of believers that 
they love their Lord's appearing—they love 
it and make it the ſubje& of their prayers, 
becauſe they know it will be an happy event 
for them. Daily are they looking up to him, 


2 RM * 1 kingdom _ and be- 
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te « ſhortly to accompliſh the number of his 
* ele, and to haſten his kingdom.“ 


| Thus it is ſo far from being enthuſiaſm to 
love Chriſt's appearing, that it is one of the 
plain truths of ſcripture, clearly taught and 
ſtrongly enforced in numerous paſſages both 
of the Old Teſtament and of the New; and it 
is a doctrine received by our church, and 
made uſe of in her liturgy. And certainly, 
my brethren, you will not oppoſe a truth 
confirmed by ſo many proofs? This would be 
acting a very irrational part, and would be a 
clear ſign of your being under great guilt : 
for it would prove you to be without the 
leaſt ſenſe of that love which you oppoſe · 
If you had ever ſeen your want of that love, 
had ever been ſeeking it, or had ever taſted 
of it, you could not deny there is ſuch a 
thing as loving Chriſt, becauſe he firſt loved 
you. This is a received truth in ſcripture, 
In the Song it is taken for granted through- 
out, and in the New Teſtament it is expreſsly 
alſerted. * We have known, ſay ſome, the 
love that God hath to us.” And another 
declares, * Jeſus Chriſt loved me, and gave 
* himſelf for me.” And we may till know 
this by the very ſame means, by which tf 
Aa knew 
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knew it, vis. by the Holy Ghoſt's ſhedding 
abroad the love of God in our hearts. Until 
he ſhed it abroad in your hearts you cannot 
join the faithful in the text, and pray with 
them for Chriſt's coming, becauſe if you love 
him not, how can you love his appearing? 

Lou cannot call him your beloved, and there- 
fore you have no intereſt in him. Conſider 
and examine whether this be a deſirable 
Nate to live in, and to die in. What 18 it 
to be without Chriſt? Is it not to be aliens 
from the commonwealth of Mael, and 
ſtrangers from the covenants of tle | 
to have no hope, and to be without God 
in the world? This is the ſcripture account 
of your dangerous condition. And does not 
it alarm you? If it does, fly to Chrift, and 
he will give you to | taſte of his par- 
doning love. If it does not, may he ſend 

his good Spirit to convince you what it is 
to be without Chriſt, that you may feel the 
miſery of it in time} and therefore uy eek 
to o be Happy with 61 in e 
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a chen che funk ſpirit be in you, ohhh 
was in the faithful in 'the text, you will be 
able to take up their words, and to ſpeak 
them with their — Tou will have ſuch 
a clear 
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8 clear view of your intereſt in \ the beloved 
Jeſus, that the thoughts of his coming ſoon 
to judgment will be matter of joy and delight, 
and this will furniſh you with the beſt com- 
ment upon the Song. The experience of 
Chriſt's love makes it plain and eaſy. For 
he chat has this love in his heart will not 
be much at a loſs to underſtand what is here 
written of it. He is not like a novice, who 
begins to learn the firſt principles of ſome 
art or ſcience, but he is à great proficient. 
He has been taught of God, and has received 
a practical and experimental knowledge of 
the ſubject of this book. It treats of the 
believers happineſs in being united to Chriſt, 
and he is united to Chriſt, and finds him- 
ſelf happy in that union: for he knows the 
love which Chriſt has to his ſoul, and he 
has received many clear ſeripture marks and 
evidences of it. The Holy Spirit has ſhed 
abroad the love of Chriſt in his heart, and 
he loves Chriſt, . | becauſe he knows. Chriſt 
firſt loved him. He loves God the Father, 
who is now his. reconciled father, and he 
loves and delights- to do his will. He loves 
the Lord's-day, his ordinances, his people, 
and in ſhort he loves every thing that God 
loves. He has indeed in his heart that love 
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of which this book treats, 'and his own ex- 


perience daily opens and explains it ſo clearly, 
as if it had been written for his particular 


uſe, and was a copy of God's dealings 
with his ſoul. He finds that nearneſs to 


God, which is here deſcribed. He has 


much ſweet communion with him in prayer. 


In time of temptation, or affliftion, he can 


go boldly to the throne of grace; faith 


gives him boldneſs. and accefs with confi- 
dence: for he is aſſured that whatever he 


aſks in his Saviour's name he ſhall receive. 


When he hears or reads the word he can 
mix faith with it, and he is enabled to 


grow thereby. And when he goes to the 
Lord's ſupper, he finds that Chriſt is ſtill 


preſent at his own table, and makes himſelf 


known in breaking of bread. © He finds a 


nearneſs to Chriſt, and enjoys ſweet fellow- 


ſhip with him in all the ordinances. He 
lives in his preſence, is led by his Spirit, 
and partakes of his. comforts. In ſhort he is 
united to Chriſt intimately and vitally, as a 
member of the body is to the head, or as 


the branches are to the vine, or as the bread 


is to the eater, or as the building is to 
the foundation; for under theſe and ſeveral 


ſuch-like images the ſcripture deſeribes the 


union 


1 373) 
union there is between Chriſt and the be- 
liever. Our church ſpeaking of it ſays, 
That believers are one with Chriſt, and 
he with them, that they dwell in Chriſt, 
and Chriſt in them. Surely then they that 
are thus cloſely united to Chriſt will know 
the moſt of this book, and will be the 
beſt commentators upon it: for it is not 
a a ſealed book to them. The ſubject- matter is 
to them plain and open. Daily experience 
gives them clearer views of its ſweetneſs and 
fulneſs, and every ſtep they advance in the 
divine life affords them freſh occaſion to bleſs 
and praiſe God for this comfortable been 
of his holy word. : 


My brethren, if you are united to Chriſt 
in the bonds of love, you know that theſe 
things are true; but if you have not his 

love in your heart, nor deſire it, you are 
not fit to read the Song: for you cannot 
underſtand it. A deaf man is as good a 
judge of a fine piece of muſic, as you are 
of a treatiſe upon that love, of which you 
never had a taſte. The Song is a book 
of experience, deſcribing Chriſt's love to 
his people, and the happineſs they have in 
ts ſenſe of his love; but if you have no 
ſenſe 
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feriſe- of it, how can you underſtand what 
is here written concerning it? If you ſhould 
take it up and read it, having never had any 
fellowſhip with the Father nor the Son by 
the bond of the Spirit, it will appear to you 
an unintelligible piece of jargon. The Eng- 
{/e tranſlation would be as dark and myſte- 
rious as the original Hebret, which you 
do not underſtand: for it is a ſealed book, 
until the Holy Spirit open its meaning; 
but all becomes plain and clear, when he 
ſheds abroad in the heart that love of which 
it treats, and the more he gives you to taſte 

of the love of Chriſt, the plainer and ſweeter 
will the book grow in your eſteem. 9:1 ett 19 


Ny chriſtian. Late and brethren, you 
An theſe things to be true from your own 
experienee. You ſet a great value upon this 
ſweet portion of ſcripture, and defire to ſee 
the depths and heights of it: they will open 
more fully to your view, if you pray for 
more love, and for nearer communion with 
Chriſt. And if any of you my brethren, 
have been prevailed upon to ſeek for the 
happy experience of Chriſt's love, you are 

ready to join your hearts with mine to pray 
to him for a bleſſing on theſe diſcourſey. 
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And as to you who have not been Nirred up 
to ſeek, you ſtand in great need of our 
prayers, and we will offer them up for you. 
May he that heareth nen ear and an- 
Twer. LF FFT ODOR ors 


We humbly beſeech thee, O thou God of 
love, to bring into the way of truth all thoſe 
who have erred and are deceived, concern- 
ing this portion of thy divine word. Re- 
move all their prejudices. Shew the natural 
man, the ridiculer, and the unbeliever, that 
they want the love of which it treats. Con- 
vince them, bleſſed Jeſus, that thy love can 
make them happy, and nothing elſe can. 
Let them feel their guilt, and their dan- 
ger, while the love of earthly and ſenſual 
hinders their ſeeking for thy ſpiritual and 
heavenly Joys. And may thy good Spirit 
| ſhed abroad the love of God in the hearts of 
all thoſe who are ſeeking it, that they may 
find this portion of ſcripture verified in their 
own ſouls, and daily fulfilled in their own 
experience, Oh that we may all know 
more of the love of God, and taſte and ſee 

how gracious the Lord is. May we enjoy 
| that fellowſhip and communion with the 


Father, « and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt, which will 
explain 
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explain to 


our hearts all- the this divine 
treatiſe. So be it, Lord Jeſus, to the praiſe 
of the Fatt, Son, oly Spirit, three 
Perſons in one Jehovah, to whom the church 
militant and triumphant gives equal honour, 
and wo and for ever. 
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